
WORK OUT YOUR OWN SALVATION 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read Text: Phil. 2:1-13. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. The letter to the Philippians. 

1) Letter of encouragement and exhortation. 

2. Chapter 2: The Christian’s Pattern. 

1) Christ is to be our pattern for living…humility. 

3. Without humility men cannot attain salvation. 

1) Matt. 18:4 “Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as 

this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven.”  

2) James 4:10 “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, 

and he shall lift you up.”  

C. One of the first steps to our salvation is humility. 

1. NOTE: Phil. 2:12  “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have 

always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 

more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling.”  

2. When we realize our condition, we will be humbled us to the 

point of action.  

 

DISCUSSION:  IN THIS LESSON WE OBSERVE… 

I. “WORK OUT…”  

A. Work out means to go to completion. 

1. To go until a task is finished. 

1) Matt. 10:22 “And ye shall be hated of all men for my 

name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be 

saved.” 

2) Act 20:24 “But none of these things move me, neither 

count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 

course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received 

of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 

God.”  

3) Act 21:13 “Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep 

and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound 

only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 

Jesus.” 

B. We can come short. 
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1. Heb. 4:1-2; Heb 4:11 “Let us labour therefore to enter into 

that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.” 

2. We can depart: Heb. 3:12 “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in 

any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 

living God.” 

3. Thus, men can stop short of eternal salvation. w/o completing. 

C. Each person must finish his own race. 

1. We must not grow weary or faint in life’s race. 

1) Heb. 3:14 “For we are made partakers of Christ, if we 

hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the 

end.” 

2) Gal 6:9 “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due 

season we shall reap, if we faint not.” 

 

II. “YOUR OWN SALVATION…” 

A. Salvation is PERSONAL! We must do our own work. 

1. Not verses showing individual requirements: 

1) Mark 16:15-16 “every creature…he that believeth…” 

2) Acts 2:38 “…every one of you…”  

2. To the seven churches of Asia… 

1) Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21. 

B. Every person has his own responsibility of overcoming the 

temptations of the world. 

1. Many learn and obey…then turn back. 

1) 2 Pet. 2:18-22. 

2) Pro. 26:11 “As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool 

returneth to his folly.” 

2. No one can force us to either OBEY or to REMAIN 

FAITHFUL. 

C. We will all stand alone in judgment.  

1. 2 Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat 

of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his 

body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 

bad.” 

2. Rom 14:10 “…for we shall all stand before the judgment seat 

of Christ.” 

III. “WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING.” 

A. Note these two words: 
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1. FEAR = (FOBOS) alarm or fright (Strong’s). 

1) The word is translated “terror” in Rom 13:3 “For rulers 

are not a terror to good works…”  

a. Ecc. 12:13-14. 

2. TREMBLING = (TROMOS) “A nervous and trembling 

anxiety to do right.” 

3. The reason or the ground for “fear” in this case is in general 

this: there is danger of losing the soul. 

B. It comes from the serious nature of daily life. 

1. A deep and serious feeling for our responsibility to God. 

1) He has given everything FOR us. 

a. Psa. 34:4-9. 

2. How can we not think seriously when our souls are hanging in 

the balance? 

1) Matt. 16:24-26 “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any 

man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 

his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life 

shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 

shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 

the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a 

man give in exchange for his soul?” 

3. One life…One soul…One chance! 

1) A serious thought. 

2) Heb. 2:1-3 “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 

heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time 

we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels 

was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience 

received a just recompence of reward; How shall we 

escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first 

began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 

us by them that heard him.” 

 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. What is more important than your soul? 

B. God acted on our behalf to provide salvation. 

C. Now we must act so as to receive this blessing. 


