
WHAT IS MY RESPONSIBILITY CONCERNING 

GIVING? 

"WILL A MAN ROB GOD?” 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text: Mal. 3:6-12. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Malachi is speaking to Israel following their return from exile 

and just after the temple had been rebuilt. (Ezra, Neh. Esther) 

1) Warning them of their relaxed worship. 

a. They were not fulfilling their responsibilities. 

2. Vs. 8: A powerful question: WILL A MAN ROB GOD? 

1) Not will he steal from his neighbor, the bank or someone 

else…BUT WILL HE STEAL FROM GOD? 

a. Does this seem incredible? Who would rob from 

God? 

b. Most would never steal if they knew they were 

being watched. 

c. Pro 15:3 “The eyes of the LORD are in every 

place, beholding the evil and the good.” 

2) Notice the reaction & answer! 

a. “…Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein 

have we robbed thee?” 

b. “…In tithes and offerings.” 

3) They seemed surprised! 

C. Good series of lessons: WHAT IS MY RESPONSIBILITY? 

1. Dealing with our worship… 

2. Did you ever consider… 

1) These acts of worship are to be directed to God. 

a. John 4:24: Worship in spirit & in truth! 

b. Teaching; Lord’s Supper; Singing; Prayer & our 

lesson GIVING. 

2) GIVING is the only act of worship that God puts in our 

hands and says YOU CONTROL the collection! 

 

DISCUSSION: CONCERNING OUR GIVING WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. HOW DO MEN ROB GOD? 

A. Some have openly stolen. 

1. In Oklahoma, a man came into the services and stole. 

2. Some who were in charge of the treasury…stole money. 
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B. Israel robbed God because they did not put God first. 

C. Today, some are not putting God first. (Matt. 6:33) 

1. Is our giving in spirit and in truth? (Right mind-set and as God 

requires?) 1 Cor. 16:1-2 “Now concerning the collection for 

the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, 

even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of 

you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that 

there be no gatherings when I come.” 

1) When? “Upon the first day of the week.”  The Greek 

indicates “every first day.” (Limits the day for collection.) 

2) Who?  “Let every one of you lay by him in store.”  No 

one is excluded. (Every Christian – young & old alike.) 

3) How much? We do not have a specific number. 

a. “As God hath prospered him.” 

b. 2 Cor. 8: 12  “For if there be first a willing mind, it 

is accepted according to that a man hath, and not 

according to that he hath not.” 

c. Mark 12:42-44 “And there came a certain poor 

widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a 

farthing. And he called unto him his disciples, and 

saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this 

poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which 

have cast into the treasury: For all they did cast in 

of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in 

all that she had, even all her living.” 

4) Do we give God the leftovers? Israel tried… 

a. Mal. 1:8 “And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is 

it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it 

not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be 

pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the 

LORD of hosts.”  

b. Haggai 1:4-7 “Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in 

your cieled houses, and this house lie waste? Now 

therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider 

your ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; 

ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are 

not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is 

none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth 

wages to put it into a bag with holes. Thus saith the 

LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.” 

5) What if I am away on vacation? (Leave/Make up.) 
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II. WHAT ARE OUR GUIDELINES FOR GIVING? 

A. 2 Cor. 9:5-7: We are to give… 

1. As we have purposed in our hearts.  

1) Our contribution is not TITHING. 

a. Tithing belonged to the Old Testament. 

(a) Translated TENTH in Numbers 18:26 

“Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto 

them, When ye take of the children of Israel 

the tithes which I have given you from them 

for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an 

heave offering of it for the LORD, even a 

tenth part of the tithe.” 

(b) Here the word is translated both ways. 

2) This term mentioned seven times in the New Testament.  

a. Tithe 2 times; tithes 5 times. 

b. Each with reference to the Old Law. 

(a) Hebrews 7:5 “And verily they that are of 

the sons of Levi, who receive the office of 

the priesthood, have a commandment to take 

tithes of the people according to the law, that 

is, of their brethren, though they come out of 

the loins of Abraham:” 

3) Tithing is not to be the basis for our giving! 

2. “Not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.”  
1) The Bible is filled with this principle of generosity. 

(Giving produces great rewards.) 

a. Matthew 16:24-25 “Then said Jesus unto his 

disciples, If any man will come after me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and 

whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find 

it.” 

b. Luke 14:13-14 “But when thou makest a feast, call 

the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: And 

thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense 

thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the 

resurrection of the just.” 

3. PLEASE NOTE:  
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1) Giving has more to do more with the sacrifice with 

which the gift is given than with the amount. 

2) The set of the mind means more than the size of the 

check! 

4. Here is a good thought…God gave because He loves us? 

1) “For God so loved…He gave…” 

5. What motivates our giving? 

1) Our love for God and the church! It will make a 

difference! 

2) TRAE’S DOLLAR BILL!!! 

B. Remember WHY we lay by in store. 

1. To do the work of the church. 

2. God has placed us in charge of these funds. 

1) I work and prosper so that I can be a part of the work. 

2) WE put our funds together so that the church can do her 

work. 

3) In doing so GOD IS GLORIFIED! 

 

III. CONCLUSION: 

A. The Lord has given commandments concerning worship.  

1. Obedience demonstrates our love for the Lord. (John 14:15) 

2. The command to  “Upon the first day of the week let every one 

of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that 

there be no gatherings when I come” is no less necessary to the 

saving of ones soul than any of the others! 

B. But truly we teach truth, observe the Lord’s Supper, Sing, 

Pray & give BECAUSE we love God and want to do our very 

best! 

1. We would never think of perverting… 

1) Teaching truth; Singing; Praying or the Lord’s Supper. 

2) Our giving must not be perverted either. 

 


