
WHY DON’T WE OPEN THE DOOR? 
 
INTRODUCTION 

A. Read text: Revelation 3:20-22. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. As you look at this text, you see Christ standing at the door of a 

lukewarm church and knocking for admittance.  

C. In the picture presented in the text, Christ is standing and not 

sitting. He is ready to come in.  

1. Note the tense of the verb— “I stand at the door.” 

2. It is not “I am going to stand” nor “I was standing.”  

1) “I stand” is present action and implies continual action.  

3. As He stands there, He is being treated with indifference. 

1) His desire is to enter in…and no one opened the door! 

4. Christ is there today – not guaranteed tomorrow.  

1) Luke 9:51-56.  

5. You and I must open the door for Christ now, today.  

1) 2 Corinthians 6:2. “…now is the accepted time, Behold 

now is the day of salvation.” 

D. Not only is Christ standing, but He is calling: "If any man will 

hear my voice."  
1. Hebrews 3:7-9 “Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, Today if 

ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the 

provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When 

your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty 

years.”  

E. Christ is knocking at the door of our hearts. 

1. The phrase says, “any man,” which means rich or poor, black, 

white, red, or yellow, the best or the worst, the educated or the 

illiterate.  --- His knock is distinctive! 

 

DISCUSSION: IN OUR STUDY WE WILL OBSERVE… 

 

I. JESUS WANTS TO COME IN. 
A. Revelation 3:20. 

B. Christ is no intruder! 

1. He will not knock, then break in.  

2. The phrase, “if any man will,” means that your salvation 

depends upon your own will.  

3. God is willing.  
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4. Men must be willing to open the door! 

1) Acts 2:41 “…save yourselves” … Open The Door!  

2) Matthew 23:37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 

killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto 

thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 

together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 

wings, and ye would not!” 

3) Revelation 22:17; **John 5:40 “And ye will not come 

to me that ye might have life.” 

C. Now let us ask and answer the question, "Why don't we let 

Him in?" 

 

II. WHY WON'T MEN OPEN THE DOOR? 

A. Is it because men do not feel they need Him – like the church at 

Laodicea? (Revelation 3:17) 

1. He is your greatest need.  

1) John 15:5 “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 

abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 

fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” 

2) Psalms 40:17; 109:22; Luke 10:42. 

B. Is it because we love money like the rich young ruler? 

1. READ: Matthew 19:16-22. 

2. The soul is worth far more than anything you will ever possess. 

1) Matthew 16: 25 “For whosoever will save his life shall 

lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall 

find it.” 

3. When we die, you will leave it all. 

1) READ: Luke 12:19-21.  

2) 1 Timothy 6:6-10 & 17-19. 

C. Some are like Peter, who denied Him?  

1. Matthew 26:69-75. 

1) He was not willing to stand against the Lord’s enemies. 

2) 2 Timothy 2:12 “If we suffer, we shall also reign with 

him: if we deny him, he also will deny us.” 

3) Matthew 10:32-33. 

D. Some men are like Pontius Pilate. They try to be neutral . 

1. Luke 23:13-25; Matthew 27:19-24. 
2. We cannot be neutral. 

1)  Matthew 12:30 “He that is not with me is against me; 

and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.”  
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E. What about Felix, waiting for a more convenient season?  

1. Acts 24:25 “And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, 

and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy 

way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call 

for thee.” 

2. The convenient time for Felix, as far as we know, never came. 

3. It is foolish to wait for something that will never happen. 

1) Psalms 39:7 “And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope 

is in thee.” 

F. We are not saved by faith only! MUST open the door to Christ.  

1) James 2:24 “Ye see then how that by works a man is 

justified, and not by faith only.”  

 

III. THE REWARD FOR OPENING THE DOOR IS WONDERFUL. 

A.  Jesus promised to come in… What could be better? 

1. Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any 

man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, 

and will sup with him, and he with me.” 

1) Please do not ignore the knocking! 

B. Remember -- Agrippa was almost persuaded by Paul. 

1. He refused to take the last step? Would not open the door. 

1) Acts 26:26-29. ALMOST…a sad word when connected 

to our salvation. 

2. The heavenly home was in sight, so close… he never made it! 

1) A preacher from Foley, Alabama told the story of a 

young man lost his life in an auto accident on his way 

home.  

2) Someone remarked, “How sad! He lost his life within 

sight of his home.”  

3. So many will be lost within sight of their heavenly home. 

C. Heaven is the home prepared for those who are prepared. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION. 

A. A little boy looked at a picture that was hanging on the wall. 

He looked at it closely then asked, “Daddy, who is the man 

knocking at the door.” His father replied, "Son, that’s Christ." 

The little boy replied, "Why don't they let him in?" 

B. Jesus is knocking at your door today. Let Him in! 

C. Tomorrow there may be no door  -- Time can slip away. 


