
WHY THESE THINGS ARE WRITTEN
INTRO.:

A. There is a line of  facts which run through 1 John which shows
the reason for the writing of this book.

1. The idea of “I write” , “written” or “declare” appear a number of
times in these 105 verses.

1) 1 John 1:4; 2:1, 8, 12, 13, 14, 21, 26, 5:13.
2) John seeks to give assurances.

2. Thus, John reveals those things which God revealed unto him.
1) 2 Pet. 1:21  “...holy men of God spake...”

B. This book was to encourage and to give a number of things which
the saint should live by.

DISCUSSION:  LET US NOTICE THAT JOHN WROTE...

I. TO GIVE THE CHRISTIAN A BASIS FOR JOY.

A. 1 John 1:4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may
be full.

1. All men seek happiness.  How and where to find this is man’s
biggest problem.

2. John 13:16-17   Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not
greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that
sent him.  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

3. Pro. 29:18  Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he
that keepeth the law, happy is he.

B. The information given by inspiration gives joy. Complete joy!

II. URGING PEOPLE TO LIVE PURE LIVES.

A. 1 John 2:1-2  My little children, these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for
our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world.

1. Christ died so that men could be pure.
1) Heb 2:9   “tasted death for every man.”

2) Isa 53:5-6  “laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”
3) 2 Cor 5:21  “made him to be sin for us.”

2. John wrote so this fact would motivate men to live godly lives.

1) AGAIN: 1 John 2:1-2   PROPITIATION = atonement, i.e.
(concr.) an expiator:--propitiation.

B. John wrote so that we might know that forgiveness is a fact!

1. 1 John 2:12  I write unto you, little children, because your sins
are forgiven you for his name's sake. Can know! THANKFUL!
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III. JOHN WROTE SO WE COULD WE MIGHT HAVE ACCESS TO
THE TRUTH.

A. 1 John 2:21  I have not written unto you because ye know not the
truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

1. John had recorded John 8:32; “ye shall know...”

2. John said that truth is found in God’s word.  John 17:17

3. Even love is connected with truth.  1 John 3:18-19    My little
children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed
and in truth.  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before him.

B. John assures us that we can have and understand truth.

IV. JOHN WROTE THAT CHRISTIANS MIGHT KNOW THAT
THEY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.

A. 1 John 5:13  These things have I written unto you that believe on
the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of
God.

B. All of  us need this assurance.

1. It would be miserable otherwise. --  Men need assurances.

1) Life on earth is brief.  James 4:13-14  “What is your life?...
2) Life is uncertain.  Pro 27:1  Boast not thyself of to morrow;

for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.
3) BUT...death is a fact we must all deal with.  Heb. 9:27

C. How can we sing Blessed Assurance without recognizing and
believing in that promised assurance.

D. This assurance is built upon God’s written word.

1. Is not of human origin, dreams, traditions or philosophies.

2. We can know. 1 John 2:3-5  And hereby we do know that we
know him, if we keep his commandments.  He that saith, I know
him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him.  But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love
of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.

3. Paul said: 2 Tim. 4:6  For I am now ready to be offered, and the
time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I
have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing.

V. CONCLUSION:  JOHN WRITES TO ASSURE US...


