
FAITHFULLY ACTIVE IN THE LORD’S HARVEST?

INTRO.:

A. Matt. 9:36-38

B. Regarding the text:

1. Verses 36 depicts the shepherd and the flock. “... he was moved
with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”

1) Sheep with no shepherd. They faint. They are scattered.  

2) There is no stability in a flock when they have no shepherd.

3) He saw the people neglected by those who should have taught
them. They were as sheep, having no hope without following
the shepherd.

2. Verses 37-38 Christ now focuses upon the field and harvesters.

1) The harvest of souls was ready, but there were few laborers
who would teach and direct lost souls to Christ.

3. He sends the apostles into the field with the saving message.

C. Faithfully Active means ---        (Note: “I”)

DISCUSSION: I MUST BE FAITHFULLY ACTIVE BECAUSE...

I. IT IS COMMANDED OF ALL CHRISTIANS.

A. Salvation is to be taught. 

1. The disciples "went everywhere preaching the word." Acts 8:4

1) Note -- They continued the things that "Jesus began both to do
and teach."  Acts 1:1

2. The command? 

1) "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations" Mt. 28:19

2) Luke 10:2-3  "Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly
is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his
harvest. Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs
among wolves."

3. The command is imperative!  Teaching is necessary!

1) Rom. 10:14   "How then shall they call on him in whom they
have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard?"

2) 1 Cor. 1:21  "For after that in the wisdom of God the world
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching to save them that believe."

B. This is God’s chosen method.

1. Who else will do this work?  (Not denom. They oppose the
gospel.)

2. The church grows when we work in the vineyard.
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II. SOULS WILL BE LOST UNLESS WE ARE ACTIVE IN THE
LORD’S HARVEST.

A. The need is great!

1. Without Christ men will be lost.

1) Isa. 59:1-2; Rom. 3:23; 6:23

2. Jesus came to "seek and save that which was lost."  Luke 19:10

3. The need is so great that Christ died to save mankind.

1) Jn. 3:16; 1 Jn. 3:16

2) Rom. 5:8  "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."

B. If we ever realize that men are lost without the saving gospel --
surely we will become laborers in the kingdom!  

C. WHOSE SOULS WILL BE LOST IF I AM NOT FAITHFUL IN
THE LORD'S HARVEST?

1. My soul.

1) Since it is a command, to do otherwise is to violate God’s
will.

a. 1 John 3:4  

b. Into Our Hands The Gospel Is Given --- Rescue The
Perishing --- Throw Out The Life Line --- etc.

2) This is to be my life's work!

2. The souls of all accountable men.

1) One who has never obeyed the gospel.

a. These are to be taught the truth. 

b. John 6:45  It is written in the prophets, And they shall be
all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard,
and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.

2) The erring child of God. 

a. These are to be restored.

b. Discipline IS A PART of men's salvation.

c. Gal. 6:1-2;  Matt. 18:15-17;  etc.

D. Just a thought:  What about the younger generation? 

1. Is my actions in the area of working in the harvest one they can
follow?

2. Think about what we are teaching. (good or bad)

III.I MUST BE FAITHFULLY ACTIVE IN THE LORD'S HARVEST
BECAUSE HE WILL RETURN.

A. 2 Pet 3:10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
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1. His coming will be sudden. No time to make changes. 

2. Now notice 2 Pet. 3:11  Seeing then that all these things shall be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness,

3. What manner of persons ought we to be?  Verse 14  "Wherefore,
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye
may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless."

1) At peace with God.

2) Without spot.

3) Blameless.

B. We should be moved to be faithfully active in the Lord's harvest!

1. 2 Cor 5:10-11  "For we must all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men." 

C. What a day that will be!

1. Salvation for some. --- Damnation for all others.

2. My involvement in the Lord's harvest very well may mean the
difference in a soul being saved or lost.

3. There will be no second chances.

1) A heart wrenching thought:To have not taught my loved ones!

2) Luke 16:27-31  Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father,
that thou wouldest send him to my father's house:  For I have
five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also
come into this place of torment.  Abraham saith unto him,
They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.  And
he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from
the dead, they will repent.

IV. CONCLUSION:

A. Please remember :

1. Matt. 12:30  He that is not with me is against me; and he that
gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.

2. We either are working in the Lord's harvest or we are laborers
with the divil.

3. God's heart is heavy when there is no one to save His creation!
Jer. 8:20-22

B. Are you sowing the seed of the kingdom brother...?    I want to be
a worker for the Lord.

C. Faithfulness in our labors will bring about salvation.  I must
labor in the Lord's harvest.  1 Cor 15:58

V. APPEAL:

                                                                                                                    


