
“WHEN GOD REFUSES TO FORGIVE” 

 
INTRO.: 

A. Read text: Pro. 1:24-33; Josh. 24:19. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Many of God’s wonderful blessings are misused or abused. 

1) Grace, Love, Mercy, Longsuffering – to name a few. 

a. Do not know just why – Maybe uninformed or just 

looking for a way to get around God’s 

requirements for obedience. 

2. The same is true with the blessing of FORGIVENESS. (Some 

say…) 

1) God forgives totally through His grace alone. 

2) Some feel that God’s love will nullify sin even though 

one has never repented. 

3) Many never realize that forgiveness has certain conditions 

which must be met. 

3. Sin is the great problem faced by everyone. Rom. 3:23. 

4. Sin is serious –Rom. 6:23. 

1) Sin separates men from God. (Isa. 59:1-2) 

2) Since it is such a serious subject, we must understand the 

conditions connected with forgiveness. 

C. All must realize there are times when God does not forgive! 

1. Are there restrictions? Are there conditions for forgiveness? 

2. Does God just overlook sin or does He forgive automatically 

forgive? 

1) If He forgave automatically…then who could be lost? 

3. Please note: God’s plan of salvation includes action on our part 

so as to be forgiven. 

 

DISCUSSION: TO RECEIVE FORGIVENESS ONE … 

I. ONE MUST BE OBEDIENT TO THE GOSPEL. 

A. Known as: First Law of Pardon. 

1. Every accountable person sins. (Rom. 3:23) 

1) Every person becomes responsible to God for every word, 

action or thought. (Ps. 62:12; Matt. 16:27) 

a. 2 Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 

the things done in his body, according to that he 

hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 
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b. Rom. 14:12 “So then every one of us shall give 

account of himself to God.”  

2. In sin, man is separated from God. 

1) Sin causes men to lose fellowship with God.  

B. Through baptism one becomes a Christian. (First step.) 

1. Sins have been washed away by the blood of Jesus. 

1) Romans 6:1-6. 

2. Fellowship is restored. 

II. ONE MUST MAINTAIN FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD. 

A. Second law of pardon. 

1. Baptism for the remission of sins does not insure that a person 

will never sin again. 

1) It does insure that he can confess and be forgiven. 

B. Let us notice 1 John 1:6-10. 

1. Some believe that verse 7 teaches that the child of God never 

becomes a sinner because of the continuous action of the word 

“cleanseth.” 

1) Is the cleansing “automatic” as some suppose? 

2) The verb is present, active, indicative.  

a. Meaning the action is presently being performed by 

the subject. 

b. The blood of Jesus is now still cleansing. 

2. The word does denote continuous action, but not without 

certain requirements! 

1) Note verses 8, 10 AND 9. (“IF”) 

C. This cleansing (second law of pardon) is seen in Acts 8:5-24. 

1. Verse 13: Simon was baptized. (First Law of Pardon.) 

1) He followed Philip and saw the miracles. 

2. Verse 19: He offered money for the gifts. 

1) Thus he sinned. 

3. Verse 22: “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray 

God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven 

thee.” 

4. Verse 24: He asked for Peter to pray for him. 

D. Fellowship is maintained when we are forgiven. 

III.  LET US NOTICE SOME THAT WILL NOT BE FORGIVEN. 

A. Those who will not forgive others. 

1. Jesus  forgiveness. (Matt. 18:21-35 - Unmerciful servant.) 
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1) Mark 11:26 “But if ye do not forgive, neither will your 

Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.” 

2) Matt. 6:14-15 “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, 

your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye 

forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 

forgive your trespasses.” 

B. Those who will not repent of their own sins. 

1. Individuals must repent: 

1) Luke 17:3-4. 

2) Luke 13:3, 5. 

2. Congregations must repent: (Seven churches -- The cry was 

repent!) 

1) Rev. 3:14 Laodicea: Lukewarm. 

2) Rev. 2:4-5 Ephesus: Left their first love. 

3) Rev. 3:1 Sardis: Dead. 

4) Rev. 2:14 Pergamos: Condoned false doctrines. 

5) Rev. 2:20 Thyatira: Permitting sin to continue. 

C. The sin against the Holy Spirit. 

1. Note: Blaspheme = To speak against; to revile, oppose. 

1) Mark 3:29 “But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy 

Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal 

damnation.” 

2) Luke 12:10 “And whosoever shall speak a word against 

the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but unto him that 

blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost it shall not be 

forgiven.” 

2. What is this sin? 

1) Can be committed by both the Christian and non-

Christian. 

2) This sin is the continual rejection of the Holy Spirit’s 

work in inspiration.  (He keeps on rejecting…) 

a. When men reject the work of the Holy Spirit, he 

has no hope. 

3) A hard heart is the result. 

a. Eph. 4:19 “Who being past feeling have given 

themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all 

uncleanness with greediness.” 

b. Heb 3:13 “But exhort one another daily, while it is 

called To day; lest any of you be hardened through 

the deceitfulness of sin.”  
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IV.  WE MUST MEET THE CONDITIONS SET FORTH. 

A. God desires that all men be saved. (2 Pet. 3:9) 

1. But forgiveness is a two way street. 

1) God has done His part…men must do theirs. 

2) Note Acts 2:37-41. 

B. What does God require of men? 

1. Confession of sins is required. 

1) Confession means that the sin is acknowledged; it is not 

concealed. 

a. It is not “IF I have sinned!” 

2) Confession of one’s sins is to be as public as the sin. 

a. Private sins must be confessed to God. 

3) Sometimes the confession is made to the person (persons) 

offended. 

4) Some sins are public and need to be confessed before the 

congregation. 

2. Repentance is required. 

1) This means that the one who sins must realize the sin and 

determine to cease from the sin. 

a. It is NOT only that one regrets getting caught. 

2) True repentance is to change mind and action. 

a. Psalm 51:17 “The sacrifices of God are a broken 

spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 

wilt not despise.” 

b. Pro. 28:13 “He that covereth his sins shall not 

prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 

shall have mercy.” 

 

V. CONCLUSION. 

A. When God forgives it is complete. 

1. Isa. 43:25 “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions 

for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” 

2. Psalm 103:12 “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath 

he removed our transgressions from us.” 

B. Salvation has been provided. 

1. Let us always seek to be forgiven. 

 

 

 


