
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CHURCH? 
INTRO.: 

A. Question often asked when visiting in some areas: 

1. What happened to the church? 

2. May have been an area where it was once strong and growing. 

--- WHAT HAPPENED? 

B. Note: 

1. Dan. 2:44  And in the days of these kings shall the God of 

heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and 

the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break 

in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for 

ever. 

2. Matt 16:18; Heb 12:28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom 

which cannot be moved, 

3. Since the kingdom cannot be moved, --- it is an eternal 

kingdom, --- the gates of hell cannot prevail against it, --- 

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CHURCH IN CERTAIN 

AREAS AND CITIES? 

C. What happened to the strong, sound, growing and faithful 

congregations that we read about in the New Testament? 

(Athens, Corinth, Damascus, Philippi, Thessalonica, Ephesus, 

etc.,) 

 

DISCUSSION: IN OUR STUDY "WHAT HAPPENED TO THE       CHURCH"?  LET US OBSERVE... 

 

I. THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM --- WHAT HAPPENED? 

A. It had it's beginning in Acts 2. (great and glorious) 

1. Jerusalem the birth place of the church of Christ. 

1) Luke 24:47-49; Mark 9:1; Acts 1:5-8. 

2) Acts 2. 

2. Some 3,000 souls became members of the church. 

B. The church grew here and became strong. 

1. Notice: 

1) Acts 4:4  Howbeit many of them which heard the word 

believed; and the number of the men was about five 

thousand. 

2) Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were 

of one heart and of one soul... 

3) Acts 5:14  And believers were the more added to the 

Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) 
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4) Acts 6:7  And the word of God increased; and the 

number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; 

and a great company of the priests were obedient to the 

faith. 

C. But now let us observe: 

1. As late as the 1980's fewer than 25 members existed in this 

birth place of the church. ---WHAT HAPPENED? 

2. Hard to believe! 

D. Note some warnings: 

1. Rom 16:17-19. 

2. 1 Tim 4:11-3, 6 esp. 

E. Perhaps they did not guard themselves from error, and they 

allowed the apostasy to creep in and destroy the church in the 

city of Jerusalem. 

 

II. THE CHURCH IN CORINTH --- WHAT HAPPENED? 

A. Acts 18:8  And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, 

believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the 

Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. 

1. Paul preached the gospel and the congregation began. 

2. Today --- no church of Christ exists in Corinth. 

B. Soon after the establishment of the church there we see signs of 

apostasy! 

1. 1 Cor 1:10-13 (Division --- following men) 

2. Paul warned them through out the letter. 

1) 1 Cor 10:12 (do not follow men). 

2) 15:58 "Be ye steadfast..." 

3) 16:13-14  Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like 

men, be strong.  Let all your things be done with charity. 

C. Some things that may have lead to their apostasy: 

1. 1 Cor 3 --- Carnal minded. 

2. 1 Cor 5 --- Tolerated sins in the members. No discipline.  

3. 1 Cor 7 --- Home and marriage problems. 

4. 1 Cor 8 --- Became stumbling blocks, no love for lost souls. 

5. 1 Cor 11:2-16 --- Liberal thinking concerning the woman's 

work in the church. 

6. 1 Cor 11:17-34 --- Liberalism in worship and the lack of 

respect for holy things. 
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7. 2 Cor 11 --- False teachers were tolerated and allowed to stay 

in their company. 

D. What happened to the church in Corinth?  

1. Had they listened to the warning --- it might not have lost it's 

identity there. 

2. Do we ever stop to think about our own congregation? 

 

III. THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS --- WHAT HAPPENED? 

A. In Acts 20:17-38 Paul tells of his labor there. 

1. Acts 19:10  And this continued by the space of two years; so 

that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord 

Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 

2. Read Acts 20:27-31 

3. Acts 20:31  Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space 

of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day 

with tears. 

B. Read Rev. 2:1-7  

1. Had left their first love! 

2. Lives not right, attitudes wrong, misplaced motives! 

3. Notice these earlier passages: Instructions and warnings. 

1) Eph 4:1 "...beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 

vocation wherewith ye are called." 

2) Eph 5:1-2  Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 

children; And walk in love..." 

3) Eph 5:16  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

4) Eph 6:6 "...doing the will of God from the heart." 

5) Eph 6:11  Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be 

able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

4. Did they listen? No! Because now the church is no longer to be 

found in this city.  Rev 2:5 "Remember therefore from whence 

thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will 

come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of 

his place, except thou repent." 

 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. Consider also --- the early beginning of N/T Christianity in this 

country. 
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B. When studying the history of the church in America we can 

quickly see the apostasy. 

1. Places like Midway, Kentucky.  

1) Unauthorized innovations: The melodeon introduced. 

First used to get the pitch of a song, then it became a part 

of worship. 

2) Today that very congregation is not the Lord's church, but 

a Christian church. And the baptistery is filled in! 

2. In all of the apostasies we see apathy and relaxed Bible 

standards. 

1) Preachers: L. L. Pinkerton, Issac Errett, W. K. Pendleton 

all approved of the mechanical instrument in worship. 

2) Elders: Did not stand and oppose all error and 

innovations. 

3) Members: They did not demand a "thus saith the Lord" 

for all that was done and said. 

3. There was a general LACK OF BIBLE KNOWLEDGE. 

1) Error then speedily came in to the church. 

a. Acts 2:42. 

b. Hos. 4:1.  Hear the word of the LORD, ye children 

of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the 

inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor 

mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 

c. Hos. 4:6  My people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I 

will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to 

me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I 

will also forget thy children. 

V.  QUESTION: 

A. Will there come a time --- when maybe in a number of years --- 

someone may come here to N/W Tennessee and ask --- What 

happened to the church in Dresden? 

B. Someone said: "just one generation away from apostasy." 

1. Josh 2:6-10, 11. 

C. Let us make sure that we observe what can happen...And hold 

fast and walk according to the word of God! 


