
DOES ISAIAH 9:7 TEACH THAT THE KINGDOM OF 

GOD WILL EXIST ON EARTH WITHOUT END? 
INTRO: 

A. Isaiah 9:7 “Of the increase of his government and peace there 

shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 

kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 

with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the 

LORD of hosts will perform this.” 

B. Context: 

1. In the midst of pronouncing judgement on Israel and Assyria 

the prophet looks forward to the promised kingdom.  

1) He refers to the birth of the Christ and to the rise of His 

kingdom.  

2. Some feel that verse 7 teaches that the kingdom of God is to be 

an earthly kingdom that will continue upon this earth forever.  

1) These contend that that the church will be an earthly 

kingdom that will continue to grow and flourish forever. 

2) “Of the increase of His government and peace there shall 

be no end…” 

a. Their reasoning is based upon the idea of it 

growing forever. 

3. QUESTION: Does this correctly represent the teaching of this 

passage? 

DISCUSSION: LET US OBSERVE… 

I. A GENERAL RULE OF BIBLE STUDY: 

A. Interpret the hard in light of the plain. 

1. The word increase: Root meaning is that of greatness. 

1) MAR’BEH - properly increasing; as noun, greatness, or 

(adverbially) greatly: - great, increase. (Strong’s) 

2) BDB Definitions: abundance, increase. 

B. NOTE: Some other passages regarding the duration of the 

kingdom. (Clearly stated): 

1. Once it was established (Acts 2) it would never end! 

1) Matthew 16:16-18.  

a. The devil and his accomplices would destroy it! 

2) Of this fact there is no question. 

3) The church will only change locations! 

2. Notice: IMPORTANT to remember… 

1) It will be delivered UP to God at Christ’s second coming 

and judgment.  
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a. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

b. 1 Corinthians 15:19-24. 

c. 2 Peter 3:9-13 “The Lord is not slack concerning 

his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 

should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a 

thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall 

pass away with a great noise, and the elements 

shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 

works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing 

then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 

manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 

conversation and godliness, Looking for and 

hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein 

the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and 

the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 

Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for 

new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 

righteousness.” 

 

II. WHAT THEN IS THE PASSAGE IN ISAIAH SAYING (IF NOT 

PREDICTING A UNENDING EARTHLY REIGN)? 

A. The increase that shall not end describes the greatness that 

shall never end. 

1. It is not speaking of a continuing growth in the sense of people 

being added to it.  

2. The word can denote either a physical increase or greatness. 

B. Note these passages: 

1. Daniel 2:44 “And in the days of these kings shall the God of 

heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and 

the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break 

in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for 

ever.” 

2. Luke 1:30-33 “And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: 

for thou hast found favour with God. 
31

And, behold, thou shalt 

conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 

name JESUS. 
32

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 

the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of 
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his father David: 
33

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob 

for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 

C. The sad thing is that so many people engage in fanciful 

interpretations of difficult passages and in so doing lose sight 

of the plain and precious promises of the King of Kings...  

1. His kingdom is here, he is reigning and if we are to be a part of 

His kingdom we must be born a gain (John 3:3-5) and then 

live obedient to Him as Lord (Luke 6:46). 

 

III. TODAY THE CHURCH IS TO BE GROWING. 

A. Jesus spoke of the growth of the church. 

1. Luke 13:18-19  “Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of 

God like? and whereunto shall I resemble it? It is like a grain 

of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; 

and it grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air 

lodged in the branches of it.” 

B. The saints are to teach others. 

1. Matthew 28:18-20. 

2. Acts 2:41  “Then they that gladly received his word were 

baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about 

three thousand souls.” (Acts 2:47) 

3. Act 4:4  “Howbeit many of them which heard the word 

believed; and the number of the men was about five thousand.” 

4. Acts 5:14  “And believers were the more added to the Lord, 

multitudes both of men and women.”  

C. Numerical increase will come only in this lifetime. 

1. Thus, men are to obey the gospel and be added to the church. 

1) 1 Corinthians 12:13; Gal 3:27 “For as many of you as 

have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 


