
THE PATTERN OF DEPARTURE 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Text: Jeremiah 6:10-16 

B. Regarding the text:  

1. Jeremiah was sent to warn God’s people of their departure 

and pleads for their return. 

2. His pleading and tears fill the books of Jer. & Lam. He tells 

us that Israel had: 

1) Forsaken God. Jer. 2:13 “…they have forsaken me the 

fountain of living waters…” 

2) Forgotten God. Jer. 2:32 “…my people have forgotten 

me days without number…” 

3) Corrupted God’s Word. Jer. 5:31 “The prophets 

prophesy falsely, and the priest bear rule by their 

means; and my people love to have it so.” 

3. The text: Jer. 6:10-16 – (These same conditions today will 

result in A DEPARTURE FROM GOD.) 

 

DISCUSSION: PATTERN OF DEPARTURE INVOLVES… 

 

I. REFUSING TO LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD. 

A. Jer. 6:10 – 

B. God has spoken. (Heb. 1:1-2 “by His Son”; 2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

1. His Word is to be our only guide. (Jer. 10:23 “…it is not in 

man…”  Ps. 73:24 “Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel…”  

Ps. 119:11 “Thy word have I hid…” 

C. Israel’s reaction to God’s Word. 

1. They did not delight in His Word. (vs. 10 It was a reproach & 

they did not delight in it.) They did not find joy in it and 

wanted something else. 

D. We must be careful to listen & love the Word of God. Ps. 1:2 

“But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law doth 

he meditate day and night.”  Ps. 37:4 “Delight thyself in the 

Lord…” Ps. 119:97 “O how love I thy law! It is my 

meditation all the day.” 
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II. BEING OBSESSED WITH MATERIAL THINGS. 

A. Jer. 6:13 – The sin of covetousness. 

1. It will choke out spiritual matters. (Matt. 6:24 “No man can 

serve two…” Luke 12:15 “…beware of covetousness: for a 

man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which 

he possesseth.”  

2. Eph 5:5 & Col. 3:5 tells us that the covetous cannot inherit 

the kingdom. 

B. Covetousness leads to other sins so as to obtain more material 

things. 

1. 1 Tim. 6:10 “For the love of money…” Ecc. 5:10 “He that 

loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that 

loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity.” 

C. We must be careful never to let THINGS turn us from the 

Word of God. (Matt. 6:33; Col. 3:2 “Set your affection of 

things above, not on things on the earth.”) 

 

III. THEY BELIEVED A LIE. 

A. Jer. 6:14 – When we seek to justify our actions we do not 

want to hear that a thing is wrong! 

1. Many seek those who will tickle their ears. (2 Tim. 4:2-4; 

Isa. 30:9-10 “That this is a rebellious people, lying children, 

children that will not hear the law of the LORD: Which say to 

the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us 

right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:”)  

2. What good is a lie? Especially in spiritual matters. 

 

IV. THEY WERE NOT ASHAMED, COULD NOT BLUSH. 

A. Jer. 6:15 – 

B. Israel had no shame. 

1. They lived in open rebellion to God. (Jer. 7:9-11; 13:13 -- 

READ) 

C. I am afraid the same mindset has befallen us today. 

1. Immorality; Cruelty; Disobedience; etc. 
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V. THEY REJECTED THE ONLY CURE. 

A. Jer. 6:16 

B. To reject a part of the truth and is to reject truth. 

1. Some reject the plan of salvation. (H/B/R/C/B) 

2. Some reject the truth concerning daily living. 

1) These do not “go & teach” (Mt 28:18-20) 

2) They do not restore the erring. (Gal 6:1-2) 

3) They will not discipline those who will not repent of 

sin. (Mt 18:15-17; 1 Cor 5:9-11) 

4) Some will not stand for the withdrawal of fellowship. 

(Rom 16:17 “mark & avoid”) 

C. Those around us see the mockery and are turned away from 

the truth. 

1. Jer. 18:15-16 “Because my people hath forgotten me, they 

have burned incense to vanity, and they have caused them to 

stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, 

in a way not cast up;  To make their land desolate, and a 

perpetual hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be 

astonished, and wag his head.” 

2. Matt. 5:16; Phil. 2:15 “That ye may be blameless and 

harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 

crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights 

in the world;”  

 

VI. CONCLUSION: 

A. The pattern for a departure from the faith is to: REFUSE TO 

LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD; -- BE OBSESSED WITH 

MATERILA THINGS; -- BELIEVE DOCTRINAL LIES; -- 

BE NOT ASHAMED OF SINFUL LIFESTYLES; -- AND 

REJECT THE ONLY CURE (the old path of God) 

1. Let us turn and follow the pattern of righteousness.  


