
THE PARABLE: THE UNJUST STEWARD 

 
INTRO.: 

A.  Read text: Luke 16:1-13. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. The three parables of the last chapter, the Lost Sheep, the Lost 

Coin, and the Lost Son, are a rebuke to the self-righteousness 

of the Pharisees: the two of this chapter are directed against 

their covetousness.  

2. This relates to the wise use of our material blessings. 

1) ** There will be judgment against the unwise steward. 

3. The focus is on a steward who was not wise. 

1) The Steward: One who is entrusted with the goods of 

another. 

a. 1 Cor. 4:1-2 “Let a man so account of us, as of the 

ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries 

of God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a 

man be found faithful.” 

2) The steward in this parable used the occasion to defraud 

his master. 

3) Yet in doing so he jeopardized his future. 

 

DISCUSSION: FROM THIS PARABLE WE OBSERVE… 

 

II. THE PARABLE ITSELF. 

A. Vs. 1:  The rich man put trust in his steward. 

1. The steward had wronged his master.  

1) He was accused of wasting the goods.  

a. Wasted = squandered. 

b. The same as in Luke 15:13  “And not many days 

after the younger son gathered all together, and 

took his journey into a far country, and there 

wasted his substance with riotous living.” 

2. The steward took something which was not actually his and 

“threw it away.” (It was in his trust.) 

B. Vs. 2:  At some point in time the steward had to account for 

that which he was placed in his care. 

1. It was not his, therefore care should have been taken to use the 

blessing properly. 

1) Rom 14:12 (Everyone will give an accounting to God.) 
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C. Vs. 3-7: Having been caught, he tried to cover up his failure. 

1. The question: “What shall I do? (Vs. 3) 

1) I cannot work or beg. 

2. His resolution to the problem: (Vs. 4) 

1) He sets out to secure his future by looking for those who 

would reimburse him. 

a. He began to reduce the debt which was owed. 

(a) Vs. 6: From 100 to 50.  

(b) Vs. 7: From 100 to 80. 

b. Note: “…sit down quickly…” 

(a) In great haste, lest the dishonest transaction 

might be interrupted.  

(b) He knew his master would soon remove 

him, therefore, he acted quickly. 

2) He was making plans to secure his own future. 

a. Many today disregard their responsibility to God 

and go about to secure their future without any 

authority. 

D. Verse 8: Some have misunderstood this passage. 

1. The master commended the steward. (“And the lord 

commended the unjust steward, because he had done 

wisely…”) 

1) Not for his neglect or being unjust. 

2) Not for his dishonesty. 

3) Jesus was not commending the steward for his deceit. 

a. He commended him for his concern about the 

future and his dedication to that goal.  

(a) The steward was energetic and that part of 

his life was commendable.  

b. His mistake was that he was pursuing material 

wealth and comfort instead of Christ. 

2. “…for the children of this world are in their generation wiser 

than the children of light.” 

1) Jesus said the worldly are wiser “in their generation” 

than believers.  

2) Why? Because they dedicate so much energy and effort 

to caring for their earthly welfare. 

E. Vs. 9: The saint is to use material wealth for good. 
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1. The Christian is not being told to seek the friendship of the 

wealthy; he is being told to use his wealth to help others.  

1) Money is called the mammon of unrighteousness. 

2) WHY? 

a. Because the LOVE of money is the root of all evil. 

(1 Tim. 6:10) 

b.  

3) THEN: How do we make friends with money? 

a. BY using such wisely. 

b. 1 Tim 6:17-19 “Charge them that are rich in this 

world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in 

uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth 

us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good, 

that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, 

willing to communicate; Laying up in store for 

themselves a good foundation against the time to 

come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.” 

c. Matt. 6:33. 

4) “When ye fail” = to leave or to cease. 

a. So when we leave this life (die) we will have have 

laid up treasures in heaven.  

b. Matt. 6:19-20 “Lay not up for yourselves treasures 

upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves break through and steal: But lay up 

for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do 

not break through nor steal:” 

2. Verses 9 shows that how we use our material wealth will be a 

consideration in judgment. 

3. The idea is…We all must have some degree of material things 

--- use them wisely. 

F. Vs. 10-13:  

1. Vs. 10: It matters not how little or how much we have… 

1) We are to be faithful in its use! 

2. Vs. 11-13:  You have a choice to make. 

1) ***We can serve our money OR we can make money our 

servant! 
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III. LESSONS TO OBSERVE. 

A. We must be good stewards of every blessing. 

B. We must be good stewards of our works and abilities. 

1. Preachers. (2 Tim. 4:1-3 Preach the word…) 

2. Elders. (Acts 20:28) 

3. Deacons. (The very word deacon means to work…special 

assignment.  Phil 1:1) 

4. Teachers. (Eph. 4:11 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, 

prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 

teachers.”  

5. Mothers, Fathers & Children. (Eph 6:1-4) 

6. Others: Song leaders, waiting on the table, etc. 

C. Good stewards of our time and money. 

D. ALSO: Be good stewards of the truth. 

1. 1 Pet 4:10-11 “As every man hath received the gift, even so 

minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the 

oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the 

ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be 

glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion 

for ever and ever.” 

 

IV. APPEAL. 

 

 

 

 

 


