
THE PARABLES – THE MUSTARD SEED 

 
INTRO.: 

A.  Read text: Mark 4:30-32. 

1. Also in Matt. 13:31-32; Luke 13:18-19. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Jesus takes the common things in life to illustrate the 

complicated. 

2. With the MUSTARD SEED the Lord teaches concerning the 

kingdom.  

1) An expression to show something small. 

2) A common article used to give a clear message. 

3. We use such today to illustrate a point. 

1) As “big as a barn” --- “as high as the sky” --- “quiet as a 

mouse.” 

C. Some have said the mustard seed is the smallest of all seeds. 

1. But I have read that an orchid seed is the smallest. 

2. That is not the point of Christ’s illustration. 

1) He teaches that something tiny can become large. 

3. This parable and the Parable of Leaven are used to show that 

the church experience great growth. 

 

DISCUSSION: FROM THIS PARABLE WE WILL OBSERVE… 

 

I. THE  QUESTION. 

A. Vs.  30. (How do we liken or compare the kingdom?) 

1. The subject is the church: Col. 1:13 “Who hath delivered us 

from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 

kingdom of his dear Son:” 

1) John 18:36 “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this 

world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my 

servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: 

but now is my kingdom not from hence.” 

B. The kingdom was always in God’s plan to redeem mankind. 

1. Matt. 25:34 “Then shall the King say unto them on his right 

hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world:” 

2. Some claim the church was an afterthought.  

C. Note: The question would draw attention to the subject! 
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II. THE COMPARISON.  

A. Vs. 31. (Like a grain of mustard seed.) 

1. A mustard seed is in the category of the smallest of all seeds in 

the area of Palastine. 

1) Most likely referring to the black mustard, which was 

grown for its production of oil. They may grow up to 

fifteen feet and develop a thick main trunk. 

2. It is small, YET has great potential! 

1) Rom. 1:16. 

2) Acts 19:20 “So mightily grew the word of God and 

prevailed.” 

B. The mustard seed is also used to describe a GREAT FAITH! 

1. Some asked Jesus why they could not cast out the devil. 

1) His answer: Matt. 17:20 “And Jesus said unto them, 

Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye 

have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto 

this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall 

remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” 

2. The apostles asked for more faith.  

1) Luke 17:5 “And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase 

our faith.” 

2) Luke 17:6 “And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain 

of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be 

thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the 

sea; and it should obey you.” 

C. NOTE: The idea is much like we see in Abraham. 

1. Gen. 22:18 “And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 

be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.” 

 

III. THE LESSON. 

A. Vs. 32. (Remember the subject: The Church.) 

1. When the seed is sown: (The word: 4:14 “The sower soweth 

the word.”) 

1) 1 Pet. 1:23 “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but 

of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 

abideth for ever.” 

2) Remember the PARABLES of the four grounds & the 

growing seed. (4:13-20; 26-29 Note these verses:)  
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3) The necessity of sowing the seed & the heart of the 

hearer. (Acts 2:37 & 41) 

2. It grows. 

1) It had a small beginning…but it grew. 

2) The disciples of Acts 2 grew to about 3000! (2:40-41) 

3) Acts 4:4 “Howbeit many of them which heard the word 

believed; and the number of the men was about five 

thousand.” 

4) Acts 21:20 “…Thou seest, brother, how many thousands 

of Jews there are which believe…” 

3. Offers lodging and protection. 

1) Beneficial to mankind. 

a. Eph. 3:21 “Unto him be glory in the church by 

Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without 

end. Amen.” 

2) Those in the church are classed as the saved. 

a. Eph. 5:23 “…Savior of the body.” 

b. 1 Cor. 15:24 “Then cometh the end, when he shall 

have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 

Father; when he shall have put down all rule and 

all authority and power.” 

B. The church started out small but grew. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. We have the same seed & and if sown it can produce great 

things. 

B. What we need today are those who will sow the seed of the 

kingdom! 

 


