
THE PARABLES – THE LEAVENING 

 
INTRO.: 

A.  Read text: Matt. 13:33. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Again the Lord teaches concerning the kingdom.  

C. What is leanening? 

1. A small portion of fermented dough used to ferment other 

dough. (Holman Bible Dictionary) 

2. Once inserted into a batch, it continues its process of 

fermentation until the whole batch has risen (Hendriksen, New 

Testament Commentary) 

3. Today, we more likely use the term "yeast" instead of "leaven" 

D.  How the word is used. 

1. In the O/T: 

1) The Israelites were to remove all leavening from their 

houses. (Ex. 12:18-19 “In the first month, on the 

fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat 

unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the 

month at even. Seven days shall there be no leaven found 

in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is 

leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the 

congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born 

in the land.”) 

2) Leaven was excluded from the cake offering. (Lev. 2:11 

“No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, 

shall be made with leaven: for ye shall burn no leaven, 

nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD made by 

fire.”) 

2. In the New Testament, “leaven” can refer to a bad influence. 

1) Jesus spoke of “the leaven of the Pharisees”. 

a. Luke 12:1 “Beware ye of the leaven of the 

Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” 

2) Paul addressed the danger in 1 Cor. 5:6 “Know ye not 

that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?” 

3. Each of these examples show the influence one thing has upon 

another. 

E. Remember in the parable He is making reference to the 

kingdom (the church). 

 

DISCUSSION: FROM THIS PARABLE WE OBSERVE… 
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I. AN OVERVIEW OF THE PARABLE 

A. The kingdom is like unto leaven... 

1. He is discussing the principles of its growth. 

2. This parable is to be connected to the PARABLE of the 

mustard seed. 

3. A little leaven is capable of influencing a much larger object. 

B. A woman hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was 

leavened. 

1. First: She hid it in that which she desired to influence. 

1) Leavening works from within. 

2) As does the GOSPEL work on the heart. 

a. Ps. 119:11; Luke 17:20-21 “And when he was 

demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of 

God should come, he answered them and said, The 

kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 

Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, 

behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” 

3) The word will move those who receive and submit to it. 

a. Heb. 4:12 “For the word of God is quick, and 

powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 

piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 

spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

2. Second: The whole was leavened. 

1) It is not saying that the whole world will accept the 

gospel. 

a. Showing the ability to permeate, to influence all 

who hear. 

b. Also…ALL who hear and receive it will be 

completely changed. 

2) Note: Acts 2:37; Mark 16:16; Act 24:25 “And as he 

reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 

come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this 

time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for 

thee.” 

C. Of course, not all have obeyed the gospel - e.g., "The Parable 

Of The Four Soils" 

1. However, we must still believe in the leavening influence of 

the Word of God. 
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II. SOME LESSONS TO LEARN… 

A. Never give up or become disheartened. 

1. The growth and success of a congregation is not always visible. 

2.  Keep on having faith.  

1) What began as a mustard seed can become a great tree. 

2) What started in one small portion of the loaf will 

eventually spread through the whole loaf. 

3. Be a sower of the seed…plant it and watch it grow. 

B. Be an example to others. 

1. Remember our influence and enthusiasm can spread 

throughout the congregation. 
 
 

III. CONCLUSION. 

A. The Parables we have covered thus far: 

1. The FOUR GROUNDS. (Not everyone will accept the word 

of God. Make sure our hearts are receptive.) 

2. The GROWING SEED. (We may not know exactly how the 

word will be received or how it may develop, but we can see 

the product.) 

3. The MUSTARD SEED. (God’s word when planted will 

produce something great and powerful.) 

4. The LEAVENING. (The word will affect the entire 

world…beginning with me.) 

B. Remember: When God’s word is hidden within our hearts, it 

has the power to transform our lives, our homes, our 

community and the entire world. 


