
THE PARABLES – THE GROWING SEED 

 
INTRO.: 

A.  Read text: Mark 4:26-29. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Again the Lord teaches concerning the kingdom of God. 

1) This parable is found only in Mark. 

2. This parable sits between TWO other parables… 

1) The Parable of the Four Grounds (Mk. 4:1-17). 

2) The Parable of The Mustard Seed (Mk. 30-32) 

3. This parable seems to fit with both the Four Grounds & The 

Mustard Seed. 

1) It contains some things mentioned earlier: 

a. A sower, seed, soil and the bearing of fruit. 

b. It is safe to say the seed represents God’s Word. 

4. In this parable we see our need to trust in God to give the 

increase. 

1) 1 Cor. 3:6-9. 

 

DISCUSSION: IN THIS PARABLE WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. WHAT DOES THE PARABLE DESCRIBE? 

A. A man sows seed and goes about his daily routine. 

1. The seed is not identified, yet we recognize this to be the case. 

1) As in Luke 8:11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the 

word of God.” 

2. In time the seed sprouts. 

1) He does not know how this happens…but he does 

recognize that it has occurred. (Vs. 27) 

2) The sprout continues to develop until it produces fruit. 

This is called the harvest. (Vs. 28) 

3. He does not fully understand what has happened. 

1) BUT note: “…bringeth forth fruit of herself…” 

a. Interesting: “of herself” = automatos. Self 

generated; spontaneous. 

b. Meaning, it will produce that which is of itself! 

B. Other passages to consider: 

1. Ps. 1:3 “And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 

water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also 

shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” 
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2. Ps. 92:12-14 “The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: 

he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those that be planted in 

the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God.  

They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and 

flourishing;” 

 

II. THE LESSONS FOR US. 

A. The word has the power of itself to produce proper fruit. 

1. We do not see its powerful work as it does germinates and 

grows. 

1) Yet we see the finished product. 

2. Just as God put the power of life in physical seeds (Gen. 1:11), 

He also placed the power of spiritual life in the Word. (Rom. 

1:16) 

B. God’s word is a powerful seed. 

1. By it men can be born again. 

1) James 1:18 “Of his own will begat he us with the word of 

truth…” 

2) 1 Pet. 1:23 “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but 

of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 

abideth for ever.” 

2. When it is accepted it will save our soul. 

1) James 1:21 “…the engrafted word, which is able to save 

your souls.” 

3. It will guide our lives. 

1) Ps. 119:11; Ps. 37:31 “The law of his God is in his heart; 

none of his steps shall slide.” 

C. We sow and God gives the increase. 

1. 1 Cor. 3:5-7 “Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but 

ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every 

man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 

increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 

he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.” 

2. Our charge is to sow! (Matt. 28:18-20) 

D. We do not always understand when and how it works. 

1. I am not to become discouraged. (Gal. 6:9 “And let us not be 

weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 

not.”) 
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III. CONCLUSION: 

A. Many have tried to analyze why the church does not grow 

more quickly. 

1. Many congregations are looking to consultants and new and 

modern innovations…. 

2. The only real answer for proper growth is to apply this parable. 

1) Get back to the PURE WORD of God. 

3. If we will do what He has said…SOW the word. 

1) He will give the increase. 

B. The word will produce a BOUNTIFUL HARVEST. 

1. But we need laborers. 

2. Mat 9:37-38  “Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest 

truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore 

the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into 

his harvest.”  

 


