
THE PARABLE: THE DRAG NET 

 
INTRO.: 

A.  Read text: Matt. 13:47-50. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Matthew 13 contains parables relating to the kingdom. 

1) Remember…the kingdom is the church. (Matt. 16:18-19) 

2. In each of these parables the kingdom is “likened” to various 

common things. 

3. Verse 47 describes the kingdom like unto a drag net. 

1) Net (sage�ne�i). Drag-net. Latin, sagena, English, seine. 

The ends were stretched out and drawn together. 

2) Usually this net was long and could be stretched over a 

fairly long distance. 

3) The net is stretched out and as it is retrieved it gathers all 

sorts of fish. 

 

DISCUSSION: IN THIS PARABLE WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. THE KINGDOM IS LARGE. 

A. Note: The parable of the mustard seed. 

1. Matt. 13:31-32. 

1) It started small and grew into a large tree. 

2) Large enough to accommodate all those who decided to 

be a part of it. 

B. The church grows as folk obey the gospel & strengthen 

themselves 

1. The church is big enough to: 

1) Do the work God authorized and requires. 

a. Evangelism: 1 Tim. 3:15 “But if I tarry long, that 

thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 

thyself in the house of God, which is the church of 

the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”  

b. Benevolence: Acts 6:1-3; James 1:27. 

c. Edification: Heb 10:24; 1 Thess 5:11 “Wherefore 

comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, 

even as also ye do.” 

2) The ONE CHURCH is big enough.  

a. There is no need for more! 

b. No need for special agencies to do her work! 
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II. LIKE FISH INTO THE NET…BOTH GOOD AND BAD COME 

INTO THE KINGDOM.  

A. This does not mean that we can enter the kingdom without 

obedience. (Acts 2:38) 

1. When the net is in the sea and being drawn in we cannot 

determine exactly what is in the net. 

2. In the church there are those who are good and some who are 

bad. 

B. IMPORTANT to observe. 

1. The parable begins with men being in the act of fishing. 

2. As they fish all sorts of fish are gathered. 

C. Some examples of those who come into the kingdom…YET did 

not continue. 

1. EXAMPLES: 

1) Annanias and Sapphira. (Acts 5) 

2) Demas. (2 Tim. 4:10) 

3) Alexander the coppersmith. (2 Tim. 4:14) 

4) Hymenaeus and Alexander. (1 Tim. 1:19-20) 

5) Diotrephes. (3 John 9) 

2. Clearly we see their improper actions. 

D. Sadly, there are some who appear to be faithful who are not! 

1. We may not see this, but God does. (1 Cor 4:5  “Therefore 

judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both 

will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make 

manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man 

have praise of God.”) 

2. One day our sins will find us out. (Num. 32:23) 

1) Ecc 12:14  “For God shall bring every work into 

judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 

whether it be evil.” 

E. We can & must judge men by their fruits…BUT we do not 

know one’s heart. 

 

III. THERE WILL BE A TIME OF SEPERATING. (VS. 48-50) 

A. We have noticed that the fishermen cast the net and bring in 

the fish. (Then there is a time for sorting out the good from the 

bad.) 

B. The parable tells of our time on earth and the time of 

judgment. 
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1. Verse 48 “Which, when it was full, they drew to shore…” 

1) There will come a time when the fishing will cease! 

2) Christ will come when God chooses the time to be right. 

a. 2 Pet. 3:10  “But the day of the Lord will come as 

a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall 

pass away with a great noise, and the elements 

shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 

works that are therein shall be burned up.” 

2. Verse 49 “…sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but 

cast the bad away.” 

1) FISHING is over! Sorting now begins. 

a. Matt. 25:32  “And before him shall be gathered all 

nations: and he shall separate them one from 

another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 

goats:” 

3. Verse 50  “And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there 

shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 

a. Matt. 13:30  “Let both grow together until the 

harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the 

reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind 

them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 

into my barn.” 

C. The parable clearly shows that in this life many will hear & 

obey…BUT may not be faithful to the end. 

1. Many may be IN the kingdom, YET are not pleasing to God. 

1) We may not see the heart…BUT God does. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. Every one of us ought to take a careful look at our lives. 

B. Please remember:  

1. There will come a time when the FISHING ceases and the 

eternal sorting begins. 

 

V. APPEAL: 

A. Obey & live faithfully. 

 

 


