
THE PARABLES -- INTRODUCTION 

THE FOUR GROUNDS 
INTRO.: 

A.  Read text: Mark 4:1-9. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. What is a parable? Greek word “parabole” (para-bow-LAY), to 

throw beside, or to place beside.  

2. Usually identified by the word “like,” as in Jesus’ statement… 

1) Matt. 13:31 “The kingdom of heaven is LIKE a grain of 

mustard seed.” (vs. 33 “like leaven…”) 

3. Used to explain spiritual things using earthly examples. 

1) Some say: “a story by which something real in life is used 

as a means of presenting a moral thought.” 

4. Often defined as an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  

C. Why did Jesus use parables? 

1. Matt. 13:10-13. 

2. Jesus taught in parables in to reveal religious truth. 

3. Prophecy spoke of this: "I will open my mouth in a parable: I 

will utter dark sayings of old." (Psa. 78:2) 

D. THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER AND THE SEED…MARK 

4:1-9. 

1. Teaching the kingdom often found unfavorable audiences. 

1)  He therefore taught in a parable. (Vs. 1-9) 

2)  He then explained the parable. (Vs. 10-20) 

E. Notice that Jesus said the seed is the WORD! 

 

DISCUSSION: FROM THE PARABLE WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. SOME FELL BY THE WAY SIDE.   

A. The explanation given by Jesus. 

1. These have the word taken away by Satan. (Vs. 15) 

1)  Matt. 13:19 “When any one heareth the word of the 

kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the 

wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in 

his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.” 

2. This condition is described in 2 Cor. 4:3-4 “But if our gospel 

be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this 

world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest 

the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of 

God, should shine unto them.” 
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B. Please note:  

1. Satan cannot steal from us if we determine to hold on! 

1) Matt. 13:15 “For this people's heart is waxed gross, and 

their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have 

closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, 

and hear with their ears, and should understand with their 

heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.” 

2. The way side ground describes those whose hearts are ruled by 

the world! 

C. Today, the hearts of some are in the same condition. 

1. Some LOVE the darkness. (John 3:19 “…men loved darkness 

rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”) 

2. Some just will not LOVE truth. (2 Thess 2:12 “That they all 

might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 

in unrighteousness.”) 

 

II. SOME FELL ON STONY GROUND. 

A. Jesus explains. 

1. Some will receive the word. (Vs. 16) 

1) These hear & accept the message. 

2. But they never develop beyond this stage. (Vs. 17) 

1) They cannot endure the temptations they MUST face. 

2) Luke 8:13 “They on the rock are they, which, when they 

hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, 

which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall 

away.” 

3. The world pulls them back because they have no root. 

1) 2 Tim. 4:10 “For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved 

this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica…” 

4. Sad to see so many who hear and obey…but do not last long. 

1) 1 Cor. 3:1-3. 

B. Today: There are many who obey and shortly become 

unfaithful. 

1. There is not enough serious Bible study & devoted application! 

1) Many congregations today are looking for “new things” to 

keep members interested! 

2) That will not work!  

a. A “New Convert” needs serious study of the word. 
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b. The “Older, Mature” need to keep studying and 

finding ways to serve the Lord. 

2. Q***Does the parable teach “Once Saved Always Saved?” 

 

III. THE GROUND OF THORNS. 

A. Jesus explains the ground of thorns. (Vs. 18-19) 

1. Notice: 

1) Vs. 18: These hear the word.  

2) Vs. 19: They then are choked by the things of the world! 

2. Luke 8:14 “And that which fell among thorns are they, which, 

when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and 

riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to 

perfection.” 

1) The pleasures of this life! 

2) 1 John 2:15-17; Rom. 12:2 “be not conformed…”; Matt. 

6:24 “No man can serve two masters: for either he will 

hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the 

one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 

mammon.” 

B. This describes members who are absent & who are idle.           

(Someone said these are AWOL.) 

C. Many today will lose their souls because the cares of the world 

has choked out their productivity for the Lord. 

1. Are we too busy to work in the kingdom? 

2. Have we lost our love for the word of truth? 

 

IV. THE GOOD GROUND. 

A. These hear, accept, obey and bear good fruit.  (Vs. 20) 

1. Luke 8:15 “But that on the good ground are they, which in an 

honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and 

bring forth fruit with patience.” 

B. This ground is hungry to learn and keep on pleasing God! 

1. These want To Be A Worker For The Lord! 

C. This ground is like the prepared ground: Receives the seed & 

then drinks in the rain that it may grow thereby.  

V. CONCLUSION: 

A. We all fit into one of these categories. 

 


