
 “THE GREATEST QUESTION” 

 
INTRO.: 

A. Read text: Luke 10:25-29 

B. Regarding the text. 

1. There are many questions in life. (Some important – Some 

are not so special.) 

2. Yet questions are used to seek truth. (Questions deserve to 

be answered.) 

3. THE TEXT asks a question: (Vs. 25 – “What shall I do to 

inherit eternal life?” 

4. This is the most important and vital question that any man 

can ask. 

C. Our lesson will look at certain incidents in the Bible wherein a 

question is asked relative to SALVATION. 

1.  Nothing is more important than answering this question 

properly. 

2.  If we are interested in saving our souls these questions and 

the answers thereto are most urgent! 

 

DISCUSSION: FROM THESE VERSES LET US OBSERVE… 

 

I. ACTS 16:25-34 “WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?” 

A. The jailor. (An unbeliever until he heard!) 

1.  Faith is produced only through the Word of God. 

1) Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17; John 8:32; 17:17 – 

B. Notice the jailor: Vs. 31 he is TOLD to believe. 

1.  Belief is demonstrated by obedience to the truth! 

2.  John 3:16 (“believeth”) c/f James 2:19 (“the devils also 

believe and tremble…”) 

3.  James 2 illustrates the folly of belief without action! 

(Illustration: House on fire…someone trapped…directions 

for escape given…BUT no action taken. The result would 

be disaster!---) 

C. The ACTION taken: (Vs. 30-34) 

1.  Vs. 30: “WHAT” -   

2.  VS. 31: “BELIEVE” – (Required vs. 31 “believe”  , vs. 34 
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“believing” ΠΕΠΙΣΤΕΥΚΩ	Σ = having believed ASV). 

Taking action upon what we come to believe.   

3.  Vs. 32: “WORD OF THE LORD” (The source of true 

information! Rom. 10:17; 1:16) 

4.  Vs. 33 “WAS BAPTIZED” (Shows proper action based 

upon proper information! Believe and be baptized. Mark 

16:16) 

D. The results: Vs. 34 “Rejoiced greatly.” Why? His question had 

been answered and he had obeyed the instruction. 

 

II. ACTS 2:36-41 “WHAT SHALL WE DO?” 

A. The people on the day of Pentecost. 

1.  These were Jews who came to observe Pentecost. 

1) They were religious people! Yet religiously wrong! 

They thought they were right! 

2) (Pro. 14:12) “There is a way that seemeth right but the 

end thereof is the way of death.” (Pro. 12:15) “The way 

of the fool is right in his own eyes.” (Jer. 10:23) “It is 

not in man that walketh to direct…” 

B. When they HEARD Peter’s preaching. (i.e. Rom. 10:17)  

1.  Hearing is involved in the process of salvation. 

1) They were “pricked” (to pierce thoroughly; agitate 

violently; sting to the quick) thus moved to seek proper 

instructions. 

2.  Their FEELING did not save them. Their emotion moved 

them to ask “WHAT SHALL WE DO?” 

C. The question was answered. (“…repent & be baptized…”) 

1.  EVERYONE. 

D. It is no wonder that Peter answered in this way! 

E. Jesus had already given this instruction! Mark 16:15-16; Luke 

13:3, 5; Luke 24:47 “And that repentance and remission of 

sins should be preached in his name among all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem.” 

F. The ACTION! Acts 2:41 “They that gladly received…”  

III. ACTS 8:26-39 “WHAT HINDERS ME?” 
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A. The Ethiopian eunuch. A religious man. 

B. He heard the message, and asked the question. 

1.  Philip “preached unto him Jesus.” 

2.  The eunuch asked “…here is water; what doth hinder me to 

be baptized?” 

3.  To preach Jesus requires the preaching of baptism for 

remission of sins! (See Acts 8: 5, 12) 

C. What were his instructions? 

1.  CONFESS. The answer to the question which he asked. 

2.  What was his action?  

 

IV. ACTS 22:6-10 “WHAT SHALL I DO LORD?” 

A. Saul of Tarsus asked as he traveled to Damascus to persecute 

the church. (22:4 “I persecuted this way unto death…” 

B. A man who felt He was right with God. (Yet realized he was 

wrong!) 

C. Not saved on the road…(vs. 10) 

1.  “What shall I do Lord?... go into Damascus; and there it 

shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee 

to do.” 

D. What was he told to do? Vs.16 “And now why tarriest thou? 

arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 

name of the Lord.”  

1.  Baptism was to wash away sins. How could he have been 

saved BEFORE his sins were washed away? 

2.  He could not! Absurd to think so! 

 

V. CONCLUSION: MAY I NOW ASK A QUESTION? 

A. If hearing, believing, repenting, confessing Christ, & being 

baptized was required in the N/T (and it was) why not today? 

B. The same plan of salvation is in place today. 

1.  Note: John 8:32; 17:17 --- 

2.  God’s word is truth. What do we read? 
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1) Hear: Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17 – 

2) Believe: Mark 16:15-16; 2 Thess 2:13 “God hath from 

the beginning chosen you to salvation through 

sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:”  

3) Repent: Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3, 5 – 

4) Confess the name of Christ: Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 8:37 – 

5) Be baptized for the remission of sins: Acts 2:38; Mark 

16:15-16;1 Pet. 3:21  “the like figure whereunto even 

BAPTISM doth also now save us…” (Does not read 

baptism does not now…) 

3.  Then we must live faithfully. (1 John 1:7; 1 Cor. 15:58; 

Rev. 2:10) 

C.  The question tonight is WILL YOU OBEY THE GOSPEL 

and be saved? Judgment is coming…Will we be ready for that 

day? 2 Thess. 1:7-9 “…taking vengeance…who KNOW NOT 

GOD & that OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL…”  


