
THE ANGEL OF THE LORD 

 
INTRODUCTION: 

I. DEFINED: 

A. “Angel of the LORD” appears some 64 times in the Bible.  

1. 52 in the O/T. --- 12 times in the N/T. 

2. Other passages refer to the “angel of God.”   

1) 10 times in the O/T --- 3 times in the N/T. 

3. The word LORD in the KJV Old Testament is a translation of 

the Hebrew JEHOVAH. 

B. This angel is identified by commentators as: 

1. “An uncreated being ... the designation of the Messiah” 

(Wilson’s Old Testament Word Studies). 

2. “He is recognized as a divine being, even though in human 

form” (New Bible Dictionary). 

3. “A distinct personal self-manifestation of God, who may be 

called the incarnate Logos” (The Zondervan Pictoral 

Encyclopedia of the Bible) 

 

II. EXAMINATION OF SOME OF THE BIBLICAL TEXTS: 

A. Genesis 16:7-14.  XXX 
1. He appears to Hagar and promises a child (Ishmael).  

1) Verses 7, 9-11. 

2) Note especially in verse 13 “And she called the name of 

the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for 

she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth 

me?” he is identified as “Thou God. 

B. Genesis 22:11-18.  XXX 
1. He appears to Abraham as he is about to sacrifice Isaac.  

1) Verses 11, 15. 

2) Note in verses 16-17 he is identified as God  

2. Gen. 12:1-3 “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee 

out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's 

house, unto a land that I will shew thee. And I will make of 

thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 

great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that 

bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 

families of the earth be blessed.” 

C. Genesis 32:24-30. 

 2

1. Jacob wrestles with a man. [Note in verse 30 he says he saw 

God.]  

1) In 48:15-16 he refers to this man as God and an angel.] 

D. Exodus 3:2-14. XXX 
1. He appears to Moses in a burning bush.  

1) In verse 4-7, 11, 13, 14 he is clearly identified as God.] 

E. Exodus 14:19. 
1. He appears before the camp of Israel in a pillar of cloud.  

1) In 13:21 we are told that the Lord went before them in 

this cloud. 

F. Exodus 23:20-23.  XXX 

1. He is to be before Israel.  

1) In verse 21 he is to be obeyed and can forgive their sins. 

G. Joshua 5:13-6:2. 

1. He appears to Joshua.  

1) In 5:14 he accepted worship from Joshua and in 6:2 is 

identified as the Lord. 

H. Judges 2:1-5.  READ.  XXX 

1. He appeared to the Israelites at Bochim.   

1) In verse 1 he is identified as the one with whom they have 

a covenant and their deliverer.  

2) In verse 2 as the one who is to be obeyed. 

I. Judges 6:11-23. 

1. He appears to Gideon.  

1) In verse 14 ff. he is clearly identified as the Lord. 

 

III. CONCLUSIONS: 

A. From the above passages we see that the “angel of the Lord”: 
1. Is identified repeatedly as “the Lord” and “God.” 

2. Is identified as the one who makes covenants and establishes 

promises with man and is to be obeyed. 

3. Is the “I Am” (self existent one) accepts worship of man. 

B. It is clear then that the angel of the Lord is not just another in 

the hierarchy of created beings identified as angels. He is 

rather an uncreated being, thus a divine being. 

1. Since this being has been seen, and we are told that no man has 

seen God (John 1:18), it is clear that He is someone other than 

the Father. It is most likely that these appearances were those 

of the pre-incarnate Jesus. 

 


