
THANKSGIVING 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text:  Psa. 147:7-9 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Thanksgiving is a favorite holiday. 

1) The holiday was first celebrated in 1621. 

2) It first became a national observance in 1863. 

3) It is observed on the 4
th

 Thursday in November. 

4) Yet, we should always express our thanks. 

2. It seems that God’s people often forget what He has done. 

1) Sometimes we can only think about the problems. 

2) Israel was like that. They were set free from the 

bondage of Egypt. Yet they would forget… 

a. Ex. 16:2 “And the whole congregation of the 

children of Israel murmured against Moses and 

Aaron in the wilderness:” 

b. Num. 11:1, 4-6, 21:5. 

c. They were not thankful. (Punished: 1 Cor. 10:10 

“Neither murmur ye, as some of them also 

murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.”)  

3. The Bible speaks of being thankful. 

1) Psa. 50:14 “Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy 

vows unto the most High.” 

2) 1 Thess. 5:18 “In every thing give thanks: for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 

C. We have been greatly blessed. Let us remember and give Him 

thanks. 

 

DISCUSSION: LET US BE THANKFUL FOR… 

 

I. PHYSICAL BLESSINGS. 

A. Song – “When upon life’s billows…” (Count your blessings 

many blessings…)  

1. We would find it difficult to count them all! 
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B. God provides. 

1. Gen. 9:3 “Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for 

you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.” 

2. Job 5:10 “Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth 

waters upon the fields:”  

3. Psalm 104:14 “He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, 

and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food 

out of the earth.” 

4. Psalm 147:7-9 “Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing 

praise upon the harp unto our God: Who covereth the heaven 

with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh 

grass to grow upon the mountains.  He giveth to the beast his 

food, and to the young ravens which cry.”  

C. Our nation is greatly blessed. 

1. For many years we have enjoyed the “horn of plenty.” 

1) The horn of plenty has symbolized food and abundance. 

2) Even folk who were counted as poor living in the 

country were able to use the soil as a means of feeding 

their families.  

2. We had the necessities. (Matt. 6:25-33) 

3. Luxuries are not promised, but we all enjoyed the abundant 

necessities.  

D. When we pray we should thank Him for our physical 

blessings. 

E. I must add that we need to be careful not to leave God out of 

our plans and always take time to give Him thanks for our 

blessings. 

 

II. SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS. 

A. Physical blessings are given to all men.  

1. Matt. 5:45 “That ye may be the children of your Father 

which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 

and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 

unjust. 

2. Psalm 145:9 “The LORD is good to all: and his tender 

mercies are over all his works.” 



 3

B. Some of those spiritual blessings. 

1. No condemnation. (Rom. 8:1 “There is therefore now no 

condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 

not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.) 

2. Redemption; forgiveness of sins. (Eph. 1:7 “In whom we 

have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 

according to the riches of his grace.” Col. 1:14 “In whom we 

have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of 

sins.”) 

3. Salvation. (2 Tim. 2:10 “Therefore I endure all things for the 

elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is 

in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”) 

4. A new creature. (2 Cor. 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in 

Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new.”) 

C. The spiritual blessings are intended to all, but not everyone 

will avail themselves to them. (Song: God Sent His Son…) 

1. In Him are all spiritual blessings. (Eph. 1:3 “Blessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 

with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:”)  

2. How does one GET IN CHRIST:  

1)  Baptism puts one in Christ. (Rom. 6:1-7; Gal. 3:27 

“For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ.”) 

2) Those in Christ are in His body. (Eph. 4:4; 1:22-23; 

Col. 1:18, 24) 

D. Spiritual blessings are obtained by obeying God’s 

commandments. 

 

III.  CONCLUSION. 

A. We all have the benefit of the physical blessings. 

1. Everyone benefits from the sun & the rain. 

B. Spiritual blessings are made available to all men. 

1. John 3:16 “God so loved the WORLD that He gave…”  
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C. To receive the benefits of the spiritual blessings, men must 

be obedient to His will. 

1. Heb. 5:9. 

2. We must be faithful to the end. 

1) 1 Cor. 15:58. 

2) Rev. 2:10. 

 

IV.  APPEAL. 

A. God’s plan for salvation requires: 

1. Hearing the Gospel. (Mark 16:15-16; Hebrews 11:6; 

Romans 10:17) 

2. Believing the Gospel. (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:37) 

3. Repenting of sin. (Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 2:38) 

4. Confessing that Christ is the Son of God. (Romans 10:9-10; 

Acts 8:38) 

5. Baptism for remission of sins. (Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:47; 

Acts 2:38) 

6. After obeying the Gospel we must then be faithful unto death. 

(Rev. 2:10; 1 Cor. 15:58) 

B. Giving thanks to God should be the easiest thing we have ever 

done! 

1. I do not stand in fear of eternity because He has provided a 

wonderful journey to His faithful children. 

2. I do not have the words to express my thanks. 

1) But I can live a life that demonstrates my thankfulness. 

 

 


