
THE RULE FOR SUCCESS 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text:  Josh. 1:8 “This book of the law shall not depart 

out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 

night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 

written therein: for THEN thou shalt make thy way 

prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Israel is about to cross over Jordan into the Promised Land. 

1) Joshua tells the people HOW to succeed. 

a. The rule?  To know and do God’s will. 

2. God’s Law is perfect. Psalm 19:7 “The law of the LORD is 

perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is 

sure, making wise the simple.”  

3. God’s Law is extremely valuable. Psalm 119:127 “Therefore 

I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold.”  

4. It MUST never be changed or altered. (Deut. 4:1-2; Rev. 

22:18-19) 

C. Joshua tells the people that success depended upon how they 

handled God’s word. 

1. The same applies to us today. 

 

DISCUSSION: FROM JOSHUA 1:8 WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. DO NOT LET GOD’S WORD DEPART FROM YOU. 

A. Depart means to go from, or to be removed. 

1. For a thing to leave or depart --- it first MUST have been in 

place. 

B. We must first learn God’s will. 

1. We must go to the proper source! 

1) 2 Kings 22:10-13. READ. 

a. They found they were not following God’s will. 

b. They could have said “We just did not know.” 

c. But notice Verse 13. 
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2) Romans 10:17. 

2. We must listen. 

1) Acts 3:22-23 “For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A 

prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of 

your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all 

things whatsoever he shall say unto you. And it shall 

come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that 

prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.”  

2) Rev. 2:7 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit saith unto the churches…” 

3) Pro. 28:9 “He that turneth away his ear from hearing 

the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.” 

C. We must then LIVE what we have learned. 

1. Read Matthew 5:13-16.  

2. Psalm 89:15 “Blessed is the people that know the joyful 

sound: they shall walk, O LORD, in the light of thy 

countenance.”  Also note 1 John 1:7. 

 

II.  WE MUST MEDTATE UPON HIS WORD. 

A. Meditate = to ponder: - imagine, meditate, mourn, mutter, 

roar, X sore, speak, study, talk, utter. 

1. Meditation will take us in the right direction.  

1) Psalm 119:197 “O how love I thy law! it is my 

meditation all the day.” 

2) Psalm 119:99 “I have more understanding than all my 

teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.” 

3) Pro. 23:7 “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he…” 

2. Meditation = observing it in thought and action. 

B. The faithful will meditate on God’s will. 

1. 1 Tim. 4:13-16 “Till I come, give attendance to reading, to 

exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, 

which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the 

hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon these things; give 

thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. 

Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in 

them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them 

that hear thee.” 
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C. Meditation is much like the song we often sing: “Take time 

to be holy, The world rushes on; Spend much time in secret 

With Jesus alone…”  

1. It takes time in meditation to be holy. 

 

III.  NOW – DO WHAT IS WRITTEN. 

A. Joshua said that obedience was required. 

1. Hold on to God’s word, meditate on it and put it into action! 

B. God has always required obedience. 

1. In our text: “…observe to DO according to ALL that is 

written therein…” 

1) Matthew 7:21; Ecc. 12:13 “Let us hear the conclusion 

of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 

commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”  

2) From the word we get instruction. 

a. Acts 11:24 “Who shall tell thee WORDS, whereby 

thou and thy house shall be saved.” 

2. We are limited as to what we are to do! 

1) Again the text: “what God has written.” 

2) Today some listen to men! 

a. 1 Cor. 4:6 “And these things, brethren, I have in a 

figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your 

sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men 

above that which is written, that no one of you be 

puffed up for one against another.” 

b. Gal. 1:6-9 “I marvel that ye are so soon removed 

from him that called you into the grace of Christ 

unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there 

be some that trouble you, and would pervert the 

gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from 

heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 

which we have preached unto you, let him be 

accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, if 

any man preach any other gospel unto you than that 

ye have received, let him be accursed.”  

3. There is but one gospel…one message given by God. 
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1) Rom. 1:16. 

 

IV.  THE RESULT OF FOLLOWING GOD’S WORD. 

A. Makes our way prosper. 

1. Josh. 1:8; Psalm 1:1-6. 

2. Matthew 6:33. 

B. His way will make us free from sin. 

1. John 8:32; Psalm 119:11. 

2. Rom. 6:17-18 “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants 

of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 

doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from 

sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.” 

C. The entrance into the Promised Land. 

1. Rev. 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 

they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 

through the gates into the city.” 

 

V.  CONCLUSION: 

A. There is but one way to heaven. 

B. There is but one life to live so as to please God. 

 


