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INTRODUCTION: 

A. Questions and answers are a central part of Bible teachings. 

1. Many questions are asked. Many learned God’s will by asking 

a question. 

2. Of course every answer must be Bible based. 

B. Note: 

1. 1 Pet. 3:15 “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be 

ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 

reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:”  

2. Col. 4:6 “Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with 

salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.”  

 

I. WHY DID PAUL WRITE IN ACTS 26:23 THAT CHRIST WAS 

THE FIRST TO RISE FROM THE DEAD? (THE BIBLE TELLS 

OF OTHERS WHO WERE RAISED: LAZARUS WAS IN JOHN 

11:14 AND ALSO A GIRL IN MATT. 9:24.) 

A. This cannot mean that the Messiah would be the first dead 

person who should be restored to life. 

1. Some in the Old Testament and in the New Testament. (Those 

cited in the question…)  

B. Jesus is the first and only to have died, and be raised to die no 

more. 

1. Note Acts 13:32-37. (Acts 2:24 “be holden of it.” Under its 

rule, subject to it.) 

1) Others raised from the dead died again, but not so Jesus. 

2) Lazarus died again and is NOW buried somewhere. 

C. His resurrection and ascension is an assurance of our faith.  

1. 1 Cor. 15:12-20. 

1) If His resurrection was like the others…we have no hope. 

2) Yet we have hope because He died NO MORE. 

a. Acts 1:9-11. 

b. Acts 2:30-38. 
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II. WAS PAUL A PHARISEE (ACTS 26:5); A JEW (ACTS 21:39) 

OR ROMAN (ACTS 23:27). 

A. He was a Jew who held to the Pharisee’s religious doctrine. 

1. A Pharisee = A part of Judaism that were very rigid in the Law 

of Moses. Ceremonial…strict in outward appearances. 

2. Acts 26:1-5. 

3. Phil. 3:5 “Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of 

the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching 

the law, a Pharisee;” 

B. Paul was also a Roman citizen. 

1. Acts 22:25-29. 

1) Acts 21:39 “But Paul said, I am a man which am a Jew of 

Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I 

beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the people.” 

2) Paul says that he was “born in Tarsus, a citizen of no 

mean city,” Acts 22:28 “…I was born free.” 

a. In reward for its exertions and sacrifices during the 

civil wars of Rome, Tarsus was made a free city by 

Augustus. 

b. Those born in a free city were given Roman 

citizenship. 

C. Paul was a Jew who was raised a Pharisee and by birth place 

held Roman citizenship. 

 

III.  QUESTION: JN. 2:9-10 (JESUS TURNS WATER TO WINE) 

WHAT IS THE BEST ARGUMENT/ANSWER TO SHOW THE 

WINE IS NOT ALCOHOLIC AND CHRIST DID NOT 

CONDONE SOCIAL DRINKING OR DRUNKEDNESS. 

A. ANSWER: 

1. A. First drunkenness is condemned.  

1) 1 Cor. 5:11 “But now I have written unto you not to keep 

company, if any man that is called a brother be a 

fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 

drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to 

eat.” 

2) Gal. 5:21 “Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 

and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also 

told you in time past, that they which do such things shall 

not inherit the kingdom of God.” 
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B. The word wine found 231 times in 212 verses. 

1. The context determines if it is alcohol or not. 

1) Isa 65:8 “Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is 

found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a 

blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I 

may not destroy them all.” 

2. The wine of the wedding feast was the juice of the grape. 

1) John 2:6 “And there were set there six waterpots of 

stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, 

containing two or three firkins apiece.” 

a. Firkin = approx. 10 gallons (6 x 2 or 3 x 10 = ??) 

b. 120 -180 gallons > A lot. 

3. Jesus lived under the O/L without sin. 

1) Hab. 2:15 “Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour 

drink, that puttest thy bottle to him…” 

C. When is a person drunk? 

1. Legally drunk? 

2. Act strangely? 

3. The Bible says "be not drunk." 

1) To any degree. 

4. One drink makes a person one drink drunk! 

 


