
PHILIPPIANS OVERVIEW 
(Sermon adapted) 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text:  Phil. 1:1-8. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Penned by Paul. (About 60-62 AD) 

2. Written from Rome, where Paul was in prison. 

1) One of four. (Phil.; Col.; Eph.; and Philemon) 

a. The mention of the palace. (1:13) 

b. Caesar’s household. (4:22) 

3. In prison, YET Paul encourages, assures and gives confidence 

to the brethren at Philippi. 

1) This book has been called: THANK YOU NOTE; LOVE 

LETTER or a LETTER OF ENCOURAGEMENT. 

a. It could be classed as all three! 

C. Background: 

1. Acts 16 records the establishment of the congregation. 

1) Lydia obeys the gospel. (Acts 16:12-15) 

2) There was an uprising against Paul. (Acts 16:16-21) 

3) Paul is cast into prison. (Acts 16:22-24) 

4) The conversion of the jailor is recorded. (16:25-34) 

2. The church is now established in Philippi. 

1) A great example for us today. 

2) Even in the face of trials the gospel can convert the lost. 

D. Philippians… 

1. Four chapters with 104 verses.  

E. For this lesson we will see the Christian’s… 

1. PURPOSE. (Ch. 1:21) 

2. PATTERN. (Ch. 2:5) 

3. PRIZE. (Ch. 3:14) 

4. PROVISION. (Ch. 4:13) 

 

DISCUSSION: WE WILL OBSERVE THE CHRISTIANS… 

 

I. PURPOSE. (VS. 21) 

A. Many do not know or have a purpose in this life. 

B. The Christian has a real and true purpose. 

1. Phil. 1:21-23. 

2. Gal. 2:20. 
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1) Die to sin. (Rom. 6:1-6) 

3. The Christian has a goal. 

1) 2 Tim. 4:6-8. 

2) Crown of righteousness. 

a. To ALL them who love His appearing. 

C. All of us must have a goal. 

1. What is our goal?  

1) Someone asked, “Are you on course?" 

2) The answer was, “I don’t know, but I’m making good 

time!” 

2. Many do not know their purpose in this life! 

1) Many seek fame, fortune or popularity. 

2) Matt. 16:26 “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 

the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a 

man give in exchange for his soul?” 

3. The Christian’s goal in life is to serve Christ and bring others 

to Him! 

1) Rom. 12:1-2. 

2) Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16. 

 

II.  THE CHRISTIAN’S PATTERN. (5-8) 

A. Patterns are often used: Dresses, Blueprints, Recipes, etc. 

B. What is to be man’s pattern? 

1. Christ. 

1) Verse 5 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in 

Christ Jesus.” 

2) How is that possible? 

a. Have a mind of service! 

2. Christ came to serve! 

1) He humbled Himself (self-emptying). 

a. In the Garden of Gethsemane. 

(a) Luke 22:42 “Saying, Father, if thou be 

willing, remove this cup from me: 

nevertheless not my will, but thine, be 

done.” 

2) Notice John 1:1-5. 

3. He gave Himself to save others. 

1) John 1:14; John 6:38. (Read) 

4. 1 Cor. 11:1. 
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III. THE CHRISTIAN’S PRIZE. (13-14) 

A. The high calling of God. 

1. “Reaching forth…”  

1) The image is of one so eager for what is before him that 

hands and body are stretched to lay hold of it. 

2) Heb. 12:1-2.  

3) These verses should give assurance and confidence. 

a. Psalm 23. 

2. It is the upward call of Christ. 

1) We should be pulled, tugged at as well. 

a. Not talking about some miraculous tugging. 

b. But we should have a feeling of going home. 

2) The blind boy and his kite. 

a. “I cannot see it…but I can feel the upward pull.” 

3. We could call it ANTICIPATION. 

B. We must be careful not to heed the call of the world. (The pull 

of the world.) 

1. 1 John 2:15-17. 

2. 1 Peter 1:23-25. 

C. The faithful can look forward to the prize. 

1. Rev. 2:10. 

 

IV. THE CHRISTIAN’S PROVISION. (4:13) 

A. This is a promise. (4:19; Titus 1:2 “In hope of eternal life, 

which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.”) 

1. 2 Pet. 3:9; Heb. 6:18. 

B. I CAN… 

1. Fulfill my purpose. 

2. Follow the pattern. 

3. Expect the prize. 

4. BECAUSE God has provided. 

 

V.  CONCLUSION: 

A. Philippians is a book filled with great lessons and assurances. 

B. Each chapter contains something special for the Christian to 

consider. (Remember the FOUR P’S of Christianity.) 


