
DOES REQUIRE OBEDIENCE OR SINCERITY? 

 
INTRO: 

A. Read text: 1 Sam. 15:21-22. 

B. Does God demand obedience or sincerity? 

1. Is one more important than the other? 

2. To become a Christian…is it obedience or sincerity that 

counts? 
3. In our worship? 

4. What about in the living of the daily Christian life…? 

C. Some say sincerity is what matters…others obedience. 

1. If sincerity, then we must be sincere in all that we do! 

2. If obedience, then we need to be sure to do exactly as He says! 

D. Before we study what the Bible has to say about these 2 things 

lets determine what is meant by sincereity and obedience. 

1. Obedience: Compliance with a command, prohibition or 

known law and rule of duty prescribed; the performance of 

what is required or enjoined by authority, or the abstaining 

from what is prohibited, in compliance with the command or 

prohibition. (Webster –e-sword) 

2. Sincerity: “honest...pure...marked by genuineness,” “honest of 

mind: freedom from hypocrisy”; synonyms are “wholehearted, 

heartfelt, unfeigned” (Webster, p. 1099). 

E. Now the question, does God require obedience or sincerity? 

 

DISCUSSION: IN THIS LESSON WE OBSERVE… 

I. OBEDIENCE IS REQUIRED OF MAN. 

A. Notice some scriptures that teach obedience is required. 

1. Ezra 7:23 – “diligently” meaning “earnestly or correctly.” 
1) Deut. 4:1-2; 12:32; Rev. 22:18-19. 

2) Num. 22:18; Joshua 1:7-8; 23:6. 
2. O/T examples:  

1) First there the ones who did not do as God said. 

a. Adam and Eve, Gen. 2:15-17. 

b. Nadab and Abihu, Lev. 10:1-2; Num. 3:4 “And 

Nadab and Abihu died before Jehovah, when they 

offered strange fire before Jehovah, in the 

wilderness of Sinai…” 

c. King Saul: 1 Sam. 15:21-22. (Our text.) 

2) But then there are those who did as God said. 
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a. Noah, Gen. 6:22; 7:5. (Obeyed ALL commands.) 

b. Joshua at Jericho. (Joshua 6:12-16, 20) 

c. Naaman. (2 Kings 5:8-12) 

(a) Many will be like Naaman on the judgment 

day, saying, “behold, I thought.” (Matt. 

7:21) 

(b) Naaman finally obeyed as he was 

instructed. (2 Kings 5:13-14) 

B. Is there any doubt that God expects obedience? 

1. Eccl. 12:13.  (Fear God & keep…”) 

2. Not only is God's way the best way, it is the only way!  

1) Pro. 14:12 “There is a way which seemeth right unto a 

man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.” 

 

II.  SINCEREITY IS ALSO REQUIRED OF MAN. 

A. Sincerity means to be genuine, unfeigned (not hypocritical). 

1. Many scriptures show the need to be sincere as we obey God. 

1) Matt. 15:8 “This people draweth nigh unto me with their 

mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is 

far from me.” 

a. Without sincerity in worship it is vain and useless. 

B. Notice some things in which we are to be sincere. 

1. Love must be sincere. 
1) 1 Pet. 1:22 “Seeing ye have purified your souls in 

obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love 

of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure 

heart fervently.” (NOTE: 1 Cor. 13) 
2. Laying by as we have prospered. 

1) 2 Cor. 9:7 “Every man according as he purposeth in his 

heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 

God loveth a cheerful giver.” 

3. Observing the Lord’s Supper. 

1) 1 Cor. 11:28-29 “But let a man examine himself, and so 

let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that 

eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 

damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.” 

C. We exhorted in these and other passages to be sincere. 
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III.   IT IS NOT A MATTER OF SINCERITY OR EXACTNESS. 
A. God demands BOTH sincerity and exactness! 

1. Sincerity and exactness are not mutually exclusive.  
1) We have seen the necessity of both. 

B. God has always blessed those who are both sincere and exact. 

1. Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, Gen. 6:8-9.  Why? 

1) He was a just man (lawful, righteous) = exactness. 

2) He was perfect. (Translated sincereity in Joshua 24:14 

“Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity 

and in truth…”) 

2. Phil. 1:10 – Paul’s prayer for the Philippians was that they may 

be sincere and without offence (blameless) = exactness. 
3. Rom. 6:17 – “obeyed from the heart” = sincerity; “obeyed ... 

that form of doctrine” (doctrine = teaching) = exactness. 

4. John 4:24 – Worship must be done sincerely and exactly as 

God prescribes; “in spirit” = sincerely, “in truth” = exactness. 
 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. Does God demand obedience or sincerity?   

1. He demands both, he requires man to be genuine in his service 

to God, and he requires that man do exactly what he says! 

B. God's blessings to man are conditional as they have been since 

the days of old, 1 Kings 9:4-7 (note "if" and "then" 

statements). 

1. Acts 10:34-35. 

C. Are you in a saved condition today? 

1. If not, won't you sincerely confess your faith in Jesus, and do 

exactly as the Bible tells us in order to be saved. 
1) Must believe: Heb. 11:6; John 8:24. 

2) Must repent of sins. Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30. 

3) Must confess Jesus before men. Matt. 10:32-33; Rom. 

10:10. 
4) Must be buried with our Lord in baptism. Mark 16:16. 

5) Must do so immediately, without delay. Acts 22:16; 2 

Cor. 6:2. 
6) Must live faithfully until death. Matt. 10:22. 

2. When completed a crown of life will be given. Rev. 2:10; 2 

Tim. 4:8. 

V.  WHY NOT SINCERELY OBEY? 


