
NATHAN’S  REBUKE.
INTRODUCTION:

A. Read text: 2 Sam. 12:1-15.

B. Regarding the text.

1. David sinned with Bathsheba and had Uriah killed.

2. 2 Sam. 11:27 tells us that God is displeased.

a. God sends Nathan to confront David with these sins.

3. Nathan tells the story of two men. One rich and one poor.

a. The king had many sheep in his flock.

b. The poor man had only one that was as a pet.

c. The King uses the poor man’s sheep as a meal for a guest.

4. The question is, how would David respond to this story?

a. Would he see the injustice? Would he have compassion?

b. More importantly how would he react to the application?

DISCUSSION: LET US OBSERVER DAVID’S REACTIONS...

I. ANGER… (Verse 5-6)

A. David became angry and saw the injustice of the rich man!

1. His solution: The guilty should die and pay restitution.

B. Yet David’s transgression had a much deeper impact.

1. His involved people, he destroyed a family.

a. He had taken another man’s wife then had the man killed.

2. Do you think he recognized his own transgression?

C. David’s heart was not right with God, nor with his fellow man.

1. At first he did not recognize his own guilt.

2. Ephesians 4:17-19. (Read)

a. Vanity of mind.(Thinking man is the authority).

(1) Psalm 119:113 “I hate vain thoughts but thy law do I

love.”

b. Blindness of their heart.

(1) Matthew 13:13 “Therefore speak I to them in

parables: because they seeing see not, and hearing

they hear not, neither do they understand.”

c. Past feeling.

(1) 1 Timothy 4:2: The conscience can be seared.

d. Gave themselves over sin.

(1) Because they were vain, blind of heart and past

feelings. They had chosen to live in sin.(Gen. 6)
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3. This is very often the case with many today.

II. GUILT… (Verse 7)

A. David’s anger prompted Nathan’s response.

1. Nathan said, “thou art the man…”

2. This demonstrated Nathan’s love for God and for David.

a. Love for God because he obeyed God’s instruction.

(1) John 14:15.

(2) John 14:24 “He that loveth me not keepeth not my

sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but

the father’s which sent me.”

b. Nathan loved David enough to confront him with his sin.

(1) Luke 17:3 “Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother

trespass against the, rebuke him; and if ye repent,

forgive him.”

B. We can also see Nathan’s courage.

1. How would David react to that accusation?

a. The King could have had him imprisoned or killed.

2. Nathan did not make excuses. He did not say…

a. “David will get angry!”

b. “I do not want to lose a friend.”

c. “You know him, he will not listen to me.”

d. He made no excuses!

3. Verses 7-8 lists what God had said concerning David.

(Anointed, and delivered the…)

a. He had been blessed.

b. But God would require things to be set in order.

4. Note verse 9. “Wherefore hast thou despised the

commandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight?”

a. Despised means: “open contempt, mockery, the act of one

who full of arrogance and self esteem condemns others,

despises their gifts and disdains all acts of love and

kindness for them: such a one, through pride, despises

precept, admonition and wisdom.” 

b. Though we may not intend to despise God’s word when

we disobey, this is precisely what happens when one

presumptuously acts in disobedience!
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5. To love God’s law has always required obeying that law.

a. Psalm 119:97 “Oh, how love I thy law...”

b. Psalm 119:167 “My soul hath kept thy testimonies; and I

love them exceedingly.”

6. Every man either despises or loves God’s law. (By obeying or

disobeying.)

C. At this point, we remember…

1. The story told by Nathan.

2. The anger of David.

3. Nathan points out David’s guilt.

4. God states the sinful acts.

D. Now David has no way out and must acknowledge his guilt.

III. DAVID ACKNOWLEDGES HIS SIN. (Verse 13)

A. David said, I have sinned against the Lord.

1. Notice, sinned with Bathsheba and murdered Uriah.

a. However, his sin was against God!

b. Why? All sin, ultimately, is against God.

2. Joseph realized the same thing in Genesis 39:9.

a. He said: “There is none greater in this house than I;

neither hath he kept back anything from me, but thee,

because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great

wickedness, and sin against God?”

B. David did not say, “If I have offended anyone… Or if I...”

1. Is confession was clear and distinctive.

2. To confess one’s sin is to acknowledge the offense and the

offended.

a. Psalm 32:3-5 “When I kept silence, my bones waxed old

through my roaring all the day long. For day and night thy

hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the

drought of summer. I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and

mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my

transgressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the

iniquity of my sin.”

C. David did not let pride keep him from doing that which was right.

(Pride causes many problems.)

1. Proverbs 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, and a
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haughty spirit before a fall.”

2. Proverbs 17:18-19  “A man void of understanding striketh

hands, and become surety in the presence of his friend. He

loveth transgression that loveth strife: and he that exalted his

gate seeketh destruction.”

D. Humility is the companion of forgiveness.

1. Without humility, one will not confess and repent of sin.

a. James 4:9-10. “Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let

your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to

heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,

and he shall lift you up.” 

b. Matthew 5:3. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is

the kingdom of heaven.”

IV. CONCLUSION:

A. The only way to make things right with God and with others is to

confess the sin and repentance of that sin!

B. There are always consequences to sin. Some are greater than

others.

1. Yet in verse 13 we observed that God would forgive David’s

sin.

C. Sin is a very serious matter.

1. So serious that it required the blood of Jesus Christ as an

atonement for our sins.

2. Ephesians 1:7. “In whom we have redemption through his

blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his

grace.”

3. Romans 6:23. “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of

God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”


