
WHO CAN DIVORCE AND BE FREE TO REMARRY? 

 

I. GOD REGULATES THE MARRIAGE LAW. 

A. Genesis 2:18, 24-25. 

B. Matthew 19:5-6; Matt. 5:32; Lk. 16:18. 

C. Marriage is to for life. 

 

II. GOD GAVE TWO REASONS FOR THE MARRIAGE BOND    

TO BE BROKEN. 

A. Death: Allows the surviving mate to remarry. 

1. Romans 7:1-3; 1 Cor. 7:39. 

B. Fornication: 

1. Matt. 5:32; 19:9; Luke 16:18; Mark 10:2-12. 

2. Read Matt. 19:3-9. 

1) Jesus goes back to the beginning. (Gen. 2) 

3. God’s command for duration: Matt. 19:6. 

1) Sin to violate this command & divide what He joined. 

2) The one exception is given. 

a. Fornication: unauthorized sexual relations.  

b. All relationships not approved by God. 

4. What about thoughts. (Thinking is not committing the act.) 

1) Matt. 5:28  “But I say unto you, That whosoever 

looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed 

adultery with her already in his heart.”  

2) Jesus is teaching that all sin begins within the heart. 

3) Mat 15:19  “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 

murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 

blasphemies:”  

5. Lust is a sin within itself! (Must be removed.) 

1) The thought becomes reality when committed. 

2) Ie; Murder, robbery.1 John 3:15  “Whosoever hateth 

his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer 

hath eternal life abiding in him.”  

C. Anything which causes us to be in sin must be removed. 

1. Matt18:8-9 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut 
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them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to 

enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or 

two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. And if thine eye 

offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for 

thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two 

eyes to be cast into hell fire.” (Not mutulation…) 

D. Notice EXCEPT: Only and if. The only approved change. 

1. Marriage is not to be broken. 

2. EXCEPT for fornication! 

1) Anything else is sinful. 

3. Other examples of the word EXCEPT is found in: 

1) Luke 13:3, 5; John 3:3, 5. 

4. If one finds themselves in such a situation (divorced and it 

not be for fornication) they must remain unmarried. 

1) Sad…But there are no other alternatives. 

2) Girl in Greenfield. Many find this to be the case. 

3) Read Matthew 19:12. 

E. Some ask, “What about the Christian married to a 

nonchristian? 

1. They cite 1 Cor. 7:15 “But if the unbelieving depart, let him 

depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such 

cases: but God hath called us to peace.”  

1) This does not refer to the marriage bond.  

2) Bondage means “to make a slave of, reduce to 

bondage.” Do not leave Christ to follow your mate! 

2. Remember EXCEPT. 

F. Does this apply to those who have not obeyed the gospel? 

1. EVERY precept in the N/T applies to everyone. 

2. Note: To whom was Jesus speaking in Matt. 19? 

 

III.  TODAY WE NEED TO LISTEN TO GOD. 

A. God’s plan for marriage is the only one acceptable. 

B. One MAN & one WOMAN for life. 

1. Except for death. (Rom. 7:1-3) 

2. Sexual unfaithfulness. (Matt. 19:9) 


