
LET DOWN YOUR NETS

LUKE 5:1-11

INTRO.:

A. Read text:  Luke 5:1-11 (Sea of Gennesaret [Galilee,
Tiberias]  12 mi. long, 7 mi. wide.  Good for fishing.)

B. Regarding the text:

1. Vs. 4 Jesus instructs to "launch out into the deep."

2. Peter replied.  "...Master, we have toiled all the night, and
have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let
down the net."  (vs. 5)

3. Vs. 6  records the response.  "And when they had this
done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their
net brake."

4. Vs. 7  shows the results.  "And they beckoned unto their
partners, which were in the other ship, that they should
come and help them. And they came, and filled both the
ships, so that they began to sink.

C. From this we learn many lessons!

DISCUSSION:  LET US OBSERVE...

I. ACTIONS ALONE ARE NOT ENOUGH.

A. Not enough to just do certain things. 

1. Matt 7:21-23  (even some of the lost are doing something!)

B. Our actions must be as the Lord instructs.

1. Vs. 5-6  read

1) They had fished all night!

2) Now they fished at Christ's command.

3) "WHEN THEY HAD DON THIS" (followed instructions.)

2. Demonstrating true obedience.

1) Obedience is not doing things as we please, but
following proper instruction!

2) If I hear instructions, and do part...AM I OBEDIENT?

3) NO!

3. How many do only that which pleases us?

1) What we agree with, we do.

2) What goes against our desires we disregard!

3) This is not obedience.
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C. Do we act to please self or God?

1. Our actions are to be according to God's instructions.

1) 1 Cor. 10:31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.

2) Col 3:17  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
and the Father by him.

2. Notice:

1) Eph. 6:1  Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for
this is right.

2) 2 Kings 5:1-14  Naaman was cleansed when he got
beyond self.  (Vs. 11 Behold I thought...)

3) Acts 5:29  "...We ought to obey God rather than men."

3. Read John 21:4-6   "But when the morning was now
come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not
that it was Jesus.  Then Jesus saith unto them, Children,
have ye any meat? They answered him, No.  And he said
unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and
ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not
able to draw it for the multitude of fishes."

1) This account is more specific.

2) ON THE RIGHT SIDE!

4. To be obedient we must do EXACTLY as the Lord
instructs!   NOT WHAT WE MIGHT THINK.

II. GOD'S BLESSINGS ARE GREATER THAN WE CAN IMAGINE.

A. Vs 6-7   "and when they had this done...filled both ships."

B. Though they themselves could get nothing...WHEN THEY
OBEYED CHRIST THE NETS SPLIT!  (abundance.)

1. Matt 6:33

2. John 10:10     The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more abundantly.

C. Are we being blessed?  Do we obey the Lord?

1. Luke 6:38  Give, and it shall be given unto you; good
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running
over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you
again.
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III. WE THEN MUST GIVE GOD THE GLORY FOR OUR
SUCCESS.

A. Many would say: "I'm a good fisherman."

B. Note their response: 

1) Vs.  8-9    When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at
Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful
man, O Lord.  For he was astonished, and all that were
with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had
taken:

2) Fell down at Jesus' feet and were astonished.

C. They recognized the source of their blessings and gave
Him praise.

1. Phil 3:13  "I can...through Christ..."

2. 1 Cor 6:20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

D. Success comes to those who realize the source of that
success.

1. Gal 2:20

2. Rom 6:4-5

3. Success comes when I OBEY & GIVE GOD THE GLORY!

1) Christ died for our success.  John 3:16; 1 John 3:16

2) We overcome sin when we obey and glorify God.
a. Rom 3:23; 6:23...1 John 1:7-9

IV. CONCLUSION:

A. The fishermen said, "We have already fished."

1. BUT without success...THEN OBEDIENCE!

B. To be successful we must do Christ's bidding.

1. Mark 16:16; Col 2:12   Buried with Him in baptism

C. We have seen what the Bible teaches concerning
obedience.

1. Note:  H/B/R/C/B

2. Then be faithful;.  1 Jn 1:7; Rev 2:10; 1 Cor 15:58

D. Will you...DO AS THE LORD INSTRUCTS?


