
“LESSONS FROM MATTHEW SEVEN”

(For AM and PM Sermons)

INTRO.:

A. Text: Matthew 7.

B. Regarding the text:

1. Matthew chapters 5-7 record the “Sermon On The Mount.”

a. The most comprehensive sermon ever preached.

b. It clearly describes the Kingdom of Heaven and the

inhabitants of that kingdom.

c. Blessings and provisions are promised. (Ch. 5-7)

2. Chapter 7 exhorts us to pay attention to several things.

a. To be victorious we must fulfill our duties and

responsibilities. (Do not be deceived...)

(1) Heb 3:13 “But exhort one another daily, while it is

called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the

deceitfulness of sin...”

3. Victory does not mean the same thing to every person.

a. The politician: victory at all costs is normal & accepted.

b. The entertainer, the athlete, the businessman. (To these

the price paid for victory is of no real consequence.)

4. How do we identify victory in the life of the Christian? 

5. It is winning the prize...being victorious over the world.

a. John 8:29. “I do always those things that please him.”

b. Romans 8:37-39. (Read)

c. Philippians 4:13 “I press toward the mark for the prize of

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

C. Do not forget...we are promised the victory...

DISCUSSION: MATTHEW 7 EXHORTS US TO...

I. EXAMINE OUR LIVES. (1-5)

A. Some focus on the faults of others while overlooking their own

problems.

1. The passage does not teach that we are to make no judgments.

a. Notice verses 15 and 16.

b. John 7:24 “Judge not according to the appearance, but

judge righteous judgment.” 

B. One cannot be successful if he will not examine himself.

1. 2 Cor. 13:5 “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;

prove your own selves.”
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2. Gal 6:4 “But let every man prove his own work...”

a. PROVE =  to test, examine, prove, scrutinise (to see

whether a thing is genuine or not), as metals.

b. James 1:21-25...READ.

(1) Not just EXAMINE, but examine with the correct

standard.

(2) Note: We must examine...then CONTINUE therein!

(a) 1 John 1:7; John 14:21 “He that hath my

commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that

loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of

my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest

myself to him.”

C. Before we focus on everyone else, we must look at ourselves.

1. Live what we say we believe.

II. RESPECT THAT WHICH GOD AUTHORIZES. (6)

A. NOTE: This verse, in fact requires some judgment making.

1. There were some who would not accept Christianity.

2. The Jews in particular rejected Christ and the gospel.

a. Act 13:46 “Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said,

It was necessary that the word of God should first have

been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and

judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to

the Gentiles.” 

b. Act 18:6 “And when they opposed themselves, and

blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them,

Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from

henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.”

B. Some did not appreciate the gospel.

1. Jesus taught and performed miracles - HOWEVER, The

Pharisees gave the credit to Beelzebub. (Matt.12)

2. Simon the sorcerer wanted to buy the miraculous gifts. (Acts 8)

3. The Corinthians profaned Lord’s supper. (1 Cor. 11)

a. They took the holy and made it a common thing.

C. To be successful...The child of God, must respect holy things.

1. Have reverence for God’s word. 

a. Love it. Psalm 119:97 “O how love I thy law! it is my
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meditation all the day.”

b. Do not change it. (Rev 22:18-19; Deut. 4:2 “Ye shall not

add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye

diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the

commandments of the LORD your God which I command

you.”)

c. Psalm 119:15 “I will meditate in thy precepts, and have

respect unto thy ways.” 

2. Demonstrate respect and reverence in worship. (Each act.)

a. John 4:24 “God is a spirit...”

(1) MUST = necessity required to attain a given goal.

(a) The word is translated NEEDFUL in Acts 15:5.

(2) WORSHIP = to prostrate oneself in homage (do

reverence to, adore): - worship.

b. ***Today we need a better reverence for worship.

(1) The object of worship is God.

(2) Every act of worship requires respect!

(a) Proper action and mind set during preaching,

giving as we have prospered; Lord’s Supper,

Singing, and Praying.

3. Respect the assembling of the Saints.(Heb. 10:25)

a. Some do not!

b. The assembly of the saints is a holy thing!

(1) It is to be a special time.

(2) We are involved in special things.

III. RELY UPON GOD. (7-11)

A. Ask...seek...knock:

1. 1 John 5:14 “And this is the confidence that we have in him,

that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.” 

B. God wants to pour His blessings upon us.

1. Mal 3:10 “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there

may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith

the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of

heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be

room enough to receive it.” 

2. Pro 3:9-10 “Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with

the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled
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with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” 

C. The meaning behind ask, seek and knock is steadfastness..

D. The song...Can He Depend On You

IV.  TREAT OTHERS PROPERLY. (12)

A. Often referred to as the Golden rule.

1. Luke 6:31 “And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye

also to them likewise.”

B. This is a rule of love and respect for others.

1. Gal 5:14 “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this;

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”

2. Matthew 22:36-40 – READ.

C. Our world has lost this quality!

1. Stealing, murder; etc.

2. Respect for our fellow man is almost non-existent. 

a. Just being polite is out dated in the mind of many!

(1) Please & thank-you; etc.

D. Respect for others is vital to our success.

V. WATCH WHERE YOU ARE GOING. (13-20). 

A. This involves the HERE and the HEREAFTER.

1. Verses 13-14 describe the roads men travel.

a. Many never give this a second thought.

b. There are but two ways to travel in this life.

(1) With God OR without Him!

(2) It is a way of life or of death!

(a) Deut. 30:19 “I call heaven and earth to record this

day against you, that I have set before you life and

death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life,

that both thou and thy seed may live:”

(b) Jeremiah 21:8 “And unto this people thou shalt

say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before you

the way of life, and the way of death.”

c. Take thought of your journey!

2. Verses 15-16 warns of false prophets.

a. Here is a clear requirement to JUDGE!

b. Jesus requires that we make judgments.

(1) John 7:24 “Judge not according to the appearance, but
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judge righteous judgment.”

(2) It must be proper judgment. (By the proper standard.)

c. Identifying false prophets protects us from error.

(1)  2 Pet. 2:1-2 “ But there were false prophets also among

the people, even as there shall be false teachers among

you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even

denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon

themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow

their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of

truth shall be evil spoken of.”

d. Identify and mark: 

(1) Rom. 16:17-18 “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark

them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the

doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For

they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but

their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches

deceive the hearts of the simple.” 

3. Versus 17-20 encourages inspecting the fruits.

a. Another form of making judgments.

b. You can know good from bad by the fruits which they

produce!

(1) Luke 6:43-44 “For a good tree bringeth not forth

corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth

good fruit. For every tree is known by his own fruit. For

of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush

gather they grapes.” 

VI.  DO THE FATHER’S WILL. (Vs. 21-29). 

A.  Mere lip service will not suffice. (21-23)

1. Far too many talk about religion, yet do not practice religion.

a. These recognized him as Lord, yet would not obey.

(1) Hebrews 5:9; 2 Thess 1:8 “In flaming fire taking

vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey

not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

(2) James 1:22 “But be ye doers of the word, and not

hearers only...”

B. Two classes of people described. (24-27)
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1. Wise man and a foolish man.

2. What is the difference in the two.

a. Vs. 24-25: The wise man built upon the rock.

(1) His life was governed by truth.

(2) He built upon the rock of ages.

(a) Psalm 78:35 “And they remembered that God was

their rock, and the high God their redeemer.”

(b) Psalm 89:26 “He shall cry unto me, Thou art my

father, my God, and the rock of my salvation.” 

b. Vs. 26-27: The foolish man built on the sand.

(1) Meaning there was no substance to his foundation.

C. Christ taught with authority. (28-29).

1. The scribe quoted the Jewish leaders.

2. Jesus spoke with authority.

a. Matt 28:18. (All authority... To)

VII. CONCLUSION...

A. From Matthew 7 we learn how to be successful.

B. It will be of no great war lasting consequence if I fail in the

normal walks of life.

1. I can always start over in a new pursuit.

C. If I fail in my spiritual walk through this life. I cannot start

over and do things again. 

1. My eternal destiny will be sealed!

2. I will not be able to do it over again.

D. Thus we see the need for success as we journey in this lifetime.


