
“UNDERSTANDEST THOU WHAT THOU 

READEST” ... ABOUT THE 

LAND PROMISE?  
INTRO: 

A. Read Text: 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. “God is not finished with the Jewish nation, nor with the land 

which He gave them to possess fully”... “Moreover, restored 

Israel shall inherit the land God gave to Abraham and his seed 

for an everlasting possession.”  (Israel and the Nations in 

Prophecy, Richard W. DeHann) 

2. Such statements are typical of those of a premillenial 

persuasion — those who believe that the nation of Israel will 

be finally restored and the land returned to them. 

3. Many look to the beginning of the Israeli State in 1947 as the 

first step in such a restoration. Thus it would be valuable to see 

what the Bible says about the land promised to Abraham. 

 

DISCUSSION: THE LAND PROMISED: 

 

I. THE BACKGROUND. 

A. The promise can be traced as it was repeated to Abraham and 

his descendants: 

1. To Abraham. 

1) Genesis 13:15 “For all the land which thou seest, to thee 

will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.”  

2) Genesis 17:8 “And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed 

after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land 

of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be 

their God.” 

2. To Isaac: Genesis 26:4 “And I will make thy seed to multiply 

as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these 

countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 

blessed.” 

3. To Jacob: Genesis 28:13; 35:12 “And the land which I gave 

Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it.” 

4. To the children of Israel through Moses: Numbers 34:1-12; 

Deuteronomy 1:7-8; 11:24 “Every place whereon the soles of 

your feet shall tread shall be yours: from the wilderness and 
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Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even unto the 

uttermost sea shall your coast be.” 

5. To the children of Israel through Joshua: Joshua 1:3-4. 

 

II. THE PROMISE FULFILLED.  

A. According to the Scriptures: (Note the fulfillment.) 

1. Joshua 21:43-45. 

2. Nehemiah 9:7-8, 23-24. 

3. 1 Kings 4:21. 

4. 2 Chronicles 9:26; Psalm 105:42-44. 

 

III. OBJECTIONS BASED UPON THE WORD EVERLASTING: 

A. “The land was given as an ‘everlasting’ possession.” (Cf. 

Genesis 17:8) 

B. Everlasting defined… 

1. Long duration, antiquity, futurity, forever, ever, everlasting, 

evermore, perpetual, old, ancient, world. 

2. Does everlasting always mean a time without end? 

C. However, it can also refer to something that is to last until an 

authorized change is made. 

1. Note: circumcision was an “everlasting covenant.” 

1) Gen. 17:13 “…must needs be circumcised: and my 

covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting 

covenant.”) 

2) But it is clear that circumcision can no longer be bound as 

a covenant (Galatians 5:6 “For in Jesus Christ neither 

circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but 

faith which worketh by love.”). 

2. Sabbath observance is likewise called a covenant “for ever” 

(same word as used for “everlasting”). 

1) Ex. 31:16-17 “Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep 

the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their 

generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign 

between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six 

days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the 

seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.”  

2) It is likewise clear that Sabbath observance is no longer 

binding. (1
st
 day of the week! 1 Cor. 16:1-2; Acts 20:7) 

3. An everlasting Priesthood: (Only from the tribe of Levi.) 
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1) Num. 25:13 “And he shall have it, and his seed after 

him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; 

because he was zealous for his God, and made an 

atonement for the children of Israel.” 

2) Yet Christ is now our High Priest. (Heb. 9:11 “But Christ 

being come an high priest of good things to come, by a 

greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 

that is to say, not of this building.”) 

D. As with all the other things for an “everlasting” time, God has 

set the bounds.  

1) What defined the bounds of the land being an everlasting 

possession? The promise was CONDITIONAL! 

a. Genesis 17:8-9 “And I will give unto thee, and to 

thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a 

stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 

possession; and I will be their God. And God said 

unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant 

therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their 

generations.” 

b. Deuteronomy 28:1, 9, 15, 21; 30:15-20. 

c. Joshua 23:11-16. (Note: vs. 15-16) 

 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. The land promise, begun in Abram, was carried on for a 

purpose — as God prepared the people through whom the seed 

would come (and the world) for the “fulness of time” when He 

“sent forth His Son” (Galatians 4:4). 

B. Since His Son has come “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 

is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for 

ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  

1. “And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs 

according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:28-29). 

C. The land promise has been fulfilled.  

D.  not in a restoration of the land or the old law, but in Christ. 

1. John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and 

the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 
(Adapted from Jack Williams) 


