
JESUS CLOSED THE BOOK 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text:  Luke 4:16-20. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. After His temptation, Jesus travels to Nazareth. 

1) He goes to the synagogue and read from Isaiah. 

a. Verse 20 says He the closed the book. 

b. Obviously: He had finished what He wanted to say. 

2. The people who hear Him become angry. 

1) Verse 28-29 “And all they in the synagogue, when they 

heard these things, were filled with wrath, And rose up, 

and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow 

of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might 

cast him down headlong. ” 

C. Note again the phrase “…He closed the book.” 

1. PHYSICALLY: Obviously this statement refers to His closing 

the pages of a book. 

1) He finished reading from Isaiah and literally closed the 

book. 

2. FIGURATIVELY: Jesus also closed the book on several other 

things during His time upon the earth. 

 

DISCUSSION: FROM THIS LESSON WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. JESUS CLOSED THE BOOK ON THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

A. The Old Law came through Moses. 

1. John 1:17 “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and 

truth came by Jesus Christ.” 

1) Grace and truth came through Jesus. 

a. There was grace and truth found in the Old 

Testament. 

a) Gen. 6:8 “But Noah found grace in the eyes of 

the Lord.” 

b. However, none of these things could be possible 

apart without the sacrifice of Christ. 

2. John 1:14 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 

us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten 

of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 
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1) In the Old Law men were promised forgiveness. 

2) In the cross of Jesus the promise is realized. 

B. Jesus did not advocate disobeying the Old Law. 

1. He lived under this law. 

1) Gal. 4:4 “But when the fullness of the time was come, 

God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 

law.” 

2. He fulfilled the law. 

1) Matt. 5:17 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, 

or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” 

3. In His death the Old Law was abolished. 

1) Eph. 2:15 “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 

the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to 

make in himself of twain one new man, so making 

peace.” 

2) Col. 2:14 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that 

was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out 

of the way, nailing it to his cross.” 

3) Heb. 9:15-17. 

C. Today we are not amenable to the Old Law. 

1. Rom. 7:1-4; Gal. 3:24-25. 

D. Jesus closed the book of the Old Testament. 

 

II. JESUS CLOSED THE BOOK ON SALVATION’S PLAN. 

A. Salvation came by Christ. 

1. Purpose and mission of Jesus. 

1) Luke 19:10; 1 Tim. 1:15 “This is a faithful saying, and 

worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”  

2. Only by His blood. 

1) Heb. 9:22 “…without shedding of blood is no remission.”  

2) Eph. 1:7 “In whom we have redemption through his 

blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 

B. Men must accept God’s plan for salvation. 

1. Jesus made salvation possible. 

1) Men must realize and accept the Bible plan of salvation. 

2. Today --- many seek to find salvation in a number of ways! 

1) But there is only ONE PLAN. 

3. This plan includes: 
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1) Hearing the gospel. (Rom. 10:17; Mark 16:15-16) 

2) Believing the gospel. (Mark 16:16; Rom. 1:16) 

3) Repenting of sins. (Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 2:38) 

4) Confessing that Christ is the Son of God. (John 8:24; 

Rom. 10:9-10) 

5) Be baptized for the remission of sins. (Acts 2:38; 22:16) 

6) Live faithfully. (1 Cor. 15:58; Rev. 2:10) 

C. Jesus closed the book on the plan of salvation. 

1. His way is the only way. (John 14:6) 

 

III. JESUS CLOSED THE BOOK ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

A. Old Testament written over a period of about 1500 years. 

1. The New Testament was given in a shorter period of time. 

B. The New Testament contains the final revelation of truth. 

1. Today many are looking for a NEW DOCTRINE. 

1) Gal. 1:6-9 “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from 

him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another 

gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that 

trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But 

though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 

gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto 

you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now 

again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than 

that ye have received, let him be accursed.” 

2) Rom. 1:16 (…the gospel Christ…) 

3) Jude 3 “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto 

you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to 

write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly 

contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 

saints.” 

C. All that man needs pertaining to salvation is found in the New 

Testament. 

1. 2 Pet. 1:3 “According as his divine power hath given unto us 

all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue.” 

2. Rev. 22:18-19. 

D. Jesus closed the book on New Testament doctrine. 

1. We must not look for another. 
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IV.  JESUS WILL CLOSE THE BOOK OF THE FUTURE. 

A. This world is only temporary. 

1. A fact that is often overlooked or forgotten. 

1) Heb. 9:27; 2 Cor. 5:1 “For we know that if our earthly 

house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 

building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in 

the heavens.” 

2. Man’s only hope of eternal life is in Jesus. 

1) Eph. 1:3-14. 

B. When Jesus comes again --- He will bring to an end: TIME, 

PLANS, OPPORTUNITIES, THE FUTURE as we know it. 

1. What will our future hold? 

2. When He closes the door on this world’s future IT WILL BE 

TOO LATE FOR ME TO MAKE PLANS or TO CHANGE 

THINGS. 

C. There are only TWO possible futures for us. 

1. One is good…One is not! 

1) Matt. 25:46 “And these shall go away into everlasting 

punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”  

2. We make the choice in this lifetime.  

D. When Jesus comes again…He will close the book on our 

earthly time. 

 

V. CONCLUSION. 

A. At judgment books will be opened. 

1. Rev. 20:12 “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 

God; and the books were opened: and another book was 

opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out 

of those things which were written in the books, according to 

their works.” 

B. How will you be judged? What will your book reveal? 

 

VI.  APPEAL. 

 


