
HELL AND HADES 

 
INTRODUCTION: 

I. DEFINED: 

A. Some Distinctions Needed: 

1. What is meant by Christ’s soul being in hell?  

1) Acts 2:31 “He seeing this before spake of the resurrection 

of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his 

flesh did see corruption.” 

B. There are four words translated as “hell” in the KJV: 

1. In the Old Testament the word SHEOL is translated 31 times 

as “hell.” The meaning of the word is the world of the dead. 

The context generally speaks of the realm of the dead without 

reference to their state. 

2. In the New Testament three words are translated as hell: 

(Gehennah, Tartaros, Hades.) 

1) GEHENNAH — derived from the Valley of Hinnom 

which was beside Jerusalem. This was the place which 

burned with trash and the bodies of the poor were thrown 

into it. It refers to the eternal abode of the wicked wherein 

is found everlasting punishment. 

a. Matt. 5:22, 29, 30. Matt. 10:28 “And fear not 

them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 

the soul: but rather fear him which is able to 

destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

b. Matt. 18:9 “And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it 

out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to 

enter into life with one eye, rather than having two 

eyes to be cast into hell fire.” 

c. Matt. 23:33 “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 

how can ye escape the damnation of hell?” 

d. Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke 12:5. 

e. James 3:6 “And the tongue is a fire, a world of 

iniquity; so is the tongue among our members, that 

it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the 

course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.” 

2) TARTAROS — a Greek term used for the place of future 

punishment.  

a. Peter uses the word in 2 Peter 2:4 “For if God 

spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them 
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down to hell, and delivered them into chains of 

darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;”  

3) HADES — meaning an unseen place of the departed 

souls. Luke 16:23 “And in hell he lifted up his eyes, 

being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and 

Lazarus in his bosom.”  

Two sections: A great gulf between. One in 

torments while one in Abraham’s bosom.” 

a. TORMENT: Place of great suffering. 

b. PARADISE: (It occurs three times in the New 

Testament: Luke 23:43; Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7; and 

always refers to the abode of the blessed.) The part 

of Hades which was thought by the later Jews to be 

the abode of the souls of pious until the 

resurrection: but some understand this to be a 

heavenly paradise. 

(a) Such understanding makes clearer another 

passage which has troubled some — Acts 

2:27-31.  

 

II. SOME NOTES ON HADES: 

A. Luke 16:19-31 in the account of the rich man and Lazarus we 

find that hades is an abode of the dead which is divided into a 

place of torments and a place of comfort. 

B. Also Luke 23:43 “And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto 

thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” wherein Jesus 

told where he was going, another affirmation that “paradise” is 

in hades) 

1. In 1 Corinthians 15:55 the word “grave” is a translation of 

HADES. 

 

III. SOME NOTES ON HELL: 

A. Other passages refer to hell, though not by name, and tell us 

some about this place:  

1. Matthew 25:41, 46 — Hell is just as real as “life eternal.” 

1) 2 Thessalonians 1:8-10 — The inhabitants of hell are 

given. 

2) Revelation 14:10-11; 20:10-15; etc.— The description of 

hell is fearful 
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IV. SOME LESSONS TO BE LEARNED FROM THESE 

PASSAGES: 

A. “Soul sleeping” is false — Luke 16:19-31. 

B. There is no “second chance” (ie. Mormon’s “baptism for the 

dead”) — Luke 16:26. 

C. There is recognition after death — Luke 16:23-24 (cf. 2 Samuel 

12:23).  (We know things!) 

D. Jesus is in control of all this (Revelation 1:18) and He wants me 

to be in eternal comfort! (Cf. Romans 5:6-9; John 3:16...) 

 


