
THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text:  Luke 10:25-37. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. A well-known parable which is recorded only in Luke. 

(Hospitals, Insurance Co., etc.) 

1) Remember a PARABLE is: the word “parable” 

(παραβα�λλω) signifies a placing of two or more objects 

together, usually for the purpose of a comparison. 

Instruction by parables has been in use from the earliest 

times. A large portion of our Lord's public teaching 

consisted of parables.  

2. Good Samaritan has come to mean ONE WHO WILL HELP. 

 

DISCUSSION: LET US OBSERVE… 

 

I. THE CHARACTERS. 

A. The man going down to Jericho. 

B. The thieves. 

1. The Jericho Way was rugged and many robbers could be found 

here. (Known as the “bloody way.”)   

C. Priest and Levite. 

1. Priest:  

1) He was a servant in the temple. (Heb. 5:1; 8:3) Note this 

comparison. (Hos. 6:9) 

2. Levite:  

1) The office or duty of the “Levites” was to render 

assistance to the priests in their services. 

3. Priest and Levite are mentioned here, partly because they were 

the most frequent travelers on this road, and partly to show that 

these were the persons who, from the nature of their office, 

were most obliged to perform works of mercy; and from whom 

a person in distress had a right to expect immediate succor and 

comfort; and their inhuman conduct here was a flat breach of 

the law (Deut. 22:1-4). 

D. Samaritan. 

1. Samaritan is mentioned merely to show that he was a person 
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from whom a Jew had no right to expect any help or relief, 

because of the enmity that was between the two nations. (John 

4:5-9) 

2. A mixed breed with whom the Jews did not associate. (He 

could have said, “why should I help?”) 

 

II. THE BACKGROUND TO THE PARABLE. (25-29) 

A. The lawyer “stood up and tempted Him, saying, Master, what 

shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

1. TEMPTED = Thoroughly test. (Strong’s G1598: 1537 & 

3985) 

B. Note Jesus’ answer.  (Vs. 26) 

1. “What is written in the law?” (Referencing authority!) 

1) Keep in mind the law was still in effect. (Matt. 5:17-19) 

C. The lawyer responds. (Vs. 27)  

1) He refers to what the Law of Moses required. 

D. Jesus tells him that he is correct.  (Vs. 28) 

1. Now DO what you know to be right! 

E. The lawyer is not finished.  (Vs. 29) 

1. Luke 10:29 “But he, willing to justify himself, said unto 

Jesus, And who is my neighbour?” 

1) Justify = to be just, righteous or innocent.  

2) He sought to justify himself, BY himself. 

3) Rom. 10:3 “For they being ignorant of God's 

righteousness, and going about to establish their own 

righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the 

righteousness of God.” 

4) Next he asks: “WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?”  

F. The answer is found in the parable. 

 

III. THE PARABLE. (30-37) 

A. A man travels from Jerusalem to Jericho and is beaten and 

robbed. (30) 

1. About 20 miles. Dangerous road. He is stripped and beaten and 

left half dead. (The severity.) 
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B. Two pass by doing nothing. (31-32) 

1. The priest.  

1) “Passed by on the other side.”  

2) On the far side of the road.  

3) The law required proper treatment not only for  brethren, 

but for others. (Deut. 22:4;  READ Exo. 23:4-5) 

a.  Isa. 58:7 “Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, 

and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy 

house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover 

him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own 

flesh?”  

2. The Levite.  

1) “Looked on him and passed by on the other side.” 

a. He went farther than the priest in coming near to 

the wounded man, and, having observed his 

condition, passed on.  

C. The Samaritan shows love and compassion. (33-35) 

1. Note all that he did.  

1) He went the second mile. (Matt. 5:38-45) 

D. Jesus asked; “Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was 

neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?” (Vs. 36) 

1. Vs. 37: The lawyer answers: “He that shewed mercy on him.” 

2. “Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.” 

 

IV. THE LESSONS. 

A. We should live by the “golden rule.” (Matt. 7:12) 

1. Three rules. (Iron, Silver, Golden.) 

2. We will treat men in one of these three ways. 

B. A neighbor is one who is in need. 

1. How far out of the way should we go so as to assist? 

2. Gal. 6:10 “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 

unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of 

faith.”  

C. We are to love the stranger as well as those who are close to 

us.  

1. Deut. 10:17-19 “For the LORD your God is God of gods, and 
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Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which 

regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward: He doth execute the 

judgment of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, 

in giving him food and raiment. Love ye therefore the stranger: 

for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.”  

2. Gal. 6:10; James 1:22, 26-27 – 

D. What should be our attitude toward those in need?  

E. What is compassion? (To have deep desire to SEE and 

HELP.) One person said: “He who gives outward things gives 

something external to himself, but he who imparts 

compassion and tears gives him something from his very 

self." 

 

V. CONCLUSION: 

A. With this parable we are challenged to a higher standard. 

(Above what most feel is required. Love all those who are in 

need and have the compassion which moves us to action.) 

B. What did Jesus command? “Go and do thou likewise.”  

C. What is meant by “…except your righteousness shall exceed 

the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 

case enter into the kingdom of heaven?” 

 


