
DIFFERENCES THAT DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text:  Ezek. 22:26. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Sometimes we hear, “It does not make any difference.” 

1) That idea is true in some things…BUT not when it 

comes to religious matters. 

2. There are some areas in life where differences do not make 

any difference! (We may have different preferences in food & 

it does not make any difference.) 

3. We live in a religiously divided world. – Evidenced by our 

differences.  

1) There are differences in denominationalism and the 

New Testament church that DO MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE! 

2) QUESTION: Does God consider religious differences 

– AS BEING THINGS THAT DO MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE? 

a. Do religious differences…matter to God? 

b. Will these differences make any difference on 

Judgment Day? 

4. Any question relating to eternal salvation must be decided 

upon the standard of right and wrong! 

1) There is a difference between right and wrong – AND 

THAT DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

2) Psalm 19:7-8.  

 

DISCUSSION: CONCERNING DIFFERENCES WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. EXAMPLES THAT DID MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

A. Genesis 6:13-22: The ark. (Vs. 15, 22) Did it make any 

difference? 

B. Leviticus 10: Nadab and Abihu. (Vs. 1 “offered strange 

fire…” 

1. Why was it called “strange fire?” 

1) It was not authorized. (The word is translated 

“another” in Proverbs 27:2 “Let another man praise 
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thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not 

thine own lips.” 

2) Note concerning the altar: Exodus 30:9 “Ye shall offer 

no strange incense thereon…” 

C. 2 Kings 5:10-12. Naaman the leper. 

1. Did it make any difference which river he used? 

2. Only the Jordan could make him clean.  

D. Some DIFFERENCES DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 

II. WHAT ONE BELIEVES DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

A. What we believe determines our faith! 

1. Do not forget…THERE IS ONLY ONE FAITH.  

1) Ephesians 4:5 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 

2. Faith comes to mankind in one way. (Romans 10:17) 

3. FAITH requires action. (James 2:26 “faith without works is 

dead.”) 

1) Those works are made known by God’s word. 

B. It matters what one hears and believes. 

1. 1 Peter 1:23 “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but 

of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 

abideth forever.” 

2. Romans 1:16; Mark 16:15-16. (Only the Gospel of Christ.) 

C. Paul said that what one believes makes a difference. 

1. Galatians 1:6-7 “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from 

him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another 

gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble 

you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.”  

1) It makes a difference as to what we are taught after we 

obey the gospel. 

2) 2 John 9-11. (Vs. 10 “If there come any unto you, and 

bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 

neither bid him Godspeed”) 

D. It makes a difference what we obey! 

1. Question:  

1) Does it make any difference what Jesus said! 

a. Mark 16:15-16. 

2) Did it make any difference  in Acts 2? 

a. Acts 2:37-38. 
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3) Did it make any difference what Saul of Tarsus did? 

a. Acts 22:16. 

2. We must understand that what we hear, believe and obey 

DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

E. I have heard many say, “IT DOES NOT MAKE ANY 

DIFFERENCE…SO LONG AS YOU ARE A GOOD 

PERSON! 

1. But we have seen that there are DIFFERENCES THAT DO 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

 

III.  THE CHURCH TO WHICH ONE BELONGS DOES MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE. 

A. The world rejects --- and is offended at the idea of there being 

only ONE CHURCH. 

1. Jesus spoke of His church: Matthew 16:18. “…I will build 

my church.” 

2. The Bible teaches that there is but ONE BODY. 

1) Ephesians 4:4. 

3. The Body is defined as the church! 

1) Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18, 24. 

4. It is the one body that will be saved. 

1) Ephesians 5:23. 

B. The world says, “It does not make any difference, go to the 

church of your choice.” 

1. Jesus did not give us multiple churches. 

1) We observed that there is only ONE FAITH – which is 

found only in the GOSPEL. (Romans 10:17) 

2) The one faith teaches us how to get into the ONE 

BODY. (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

C. The world cries out that it does not make any difference. 

D. However, this is one of those DIFFERENCES THAT DOES 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 

IV. THE LIFE A PERSON LIVES DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

A. The child of God is to be different from the world. 

1. Matthew 5:13-16; 1 John 1:7. 

2. Philippians 2:15 “That ye may be blameless and harmless, 

the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
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and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the 

world.” 

3. Colossians 3:21-23. (Notice the “if” in these verses.) 

B. You see there are DIFFERENCES THAT DO MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE! 

 

V. CONCLUSION. 

A. Truly it does make a difference what we believe and practice. 

1. This is the very thing that sets truth apart from error. 

B. A difference found in religious matters is the difference 

between obeying God and disobeying Him. 

1. People cry out for unity in diversity, or say “lets forget our 

differences in doctrine, worship, name, living, etc. and just all 

be one.” 

C. Let us never forget, there are DIFFERENCES THAT DO 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

1. Our eternal home will be determined by making the right 

choice. 

 

VI. APPEAL. 

 

 

 

 

 


