
"THERE IS DEATH IN THE POT!" 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text: 2 Kings 4:38-41 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. The account in 2 Kings 4 is an interesting one.  

2. Not only does it demonstrate the power of God working 

through Elisha, it also teaches us many lessons. 

3. Too many think a little sin does not hurt anything. 

C. Men often overlook the serious nature of change & 

innovations from men. 

 

DISCUSSION: FROM THIS LESSON WE WILL OBSERVE… 

 

I. WE CANNOT JUDGE BASED ON APPEARANCE ALONE. 

A. The gourds appeared to be good for food, but their 

appearance was deceptive.  

1. Scribes & Pharisees.  

1) Lk. 18:10-13 - parable of Pharisee & tax collector.  

a. Who appears to be more righteous? :14 - Who 

really is? 

2) Mt. 15:7-8 - They try to appear good: “Ye hypocrites, 

well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, This people 

draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth 

me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.” 

3) Mt. 23:25-28 - Jesus further describes them.  

B. Searching for food is much like searching for truth.  

1. Do we use a standard to identify what food is good?  

1) We do not just look at appearance.  

2. We use Bible as our manual for truth.  (John 8:32, 17:17) 

1) John. 7:24 – “Judge not according to the appearance, 

but judge righteous judgment.” 

3. How do we do this?  

1) 2 Tim. 2:14-15 –  “Of these things put them in 

remembrance, charging them before the Lord, that they 

strive not about words, to no profit, but to the subverting 

of the hearers. Study to shew thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.” 

2) Acts 17:11 - example of Bereans: “These were more 

noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received 
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the word with all readiness of the mind, and searched 

the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”  

C. Judging others.  

1. We cannot decide that someone is good by his or her 

appearance.  

1) 1 Sam. 16:7 - when Samuel went to anoint one of 

Jesse's sons as king: “But the Lord said unto Samuel, 

Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his 

stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth 

not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 

2. We cannot decide someone is not interested in the gospel 

based on appearance. (Example of Saul.)  

1) 2 Pet. 3:9 – “The Lord is not slack concerning his 

promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not wishing that any should 

perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 

 

II. GOOD INTENTIONS ARE NOT ENOUGH.  

A. The servant who gathered the gourds had good intentions, 

but his good intentions did not keep the gourds from being 

poisonous.  

B. Example of Paul.  

1. Acts 26:9 – “I verily thought with myself that I ought to do 

many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.” 

C. We must not alter God's word because of good intentions.  

1. Pro. 30:5-6 – “Every word of God is tried: He is a shield 

unto them that take refuge in him. Add thou not unto his 

words, Lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”  

2. Pro. 14:12 – “There is a way which seemeth right unto a 

man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.” 

D. Far too many today have good intentions. (Do not question 

the motive of others.) 

1. However, what we do must be in harmony with God’s 

word. 

1) Rom. 14:23 “…for whatsoever  is not of faith is sin.” 

(Rom. 10:17; Heb. 11:6) 

2. Most sane minded people want to go to Heaven. 

1) Yet, they try to chart their own path.  

3. They believe that Jesus is the Savior.  
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1) Add error to that fact. 

a. Faith only. --- Do not obey the gospel. 

2) Many have good intentions…BUT will not obey the 

Lord!  

 

III.  ONE WRONG PART CAN RUIN IT ALL.  

A. We do not know how many ingredients were added to the 

pot, but it only took one poisonous one to ruin the whole pot.  

1. James 2:10 - Sin works the same way in our lives: “For 

whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in 

one point, he is become guilty of all.” 

2. Lev. 10:1-3 - Nadab & Abihu “…offered strange fire 

before the LORD, which he commanded them not.” 

3. Num. 20:7-12 - Moses strikes rock,  “…speak ye unto the 

rock before their eyes…”  

4. Luke 18:18-23 - rich young ruler, “Yet lackest thou one 

thing…”  

 

IV. THERE IS A CURE FOR THE DEATH.  

A. Just as Elisha had a cure for the death in the pot, God has a 

cure for the death of sin in our souls.  

1. 1 John 1:7 - John tells us the cure of the death from sin: 

"And the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin."  

B. How do we receive the cure?  

1. John 5:24 - hear & believe: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 

me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 

condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

2. Rom. 10:9-10 - confess: Mark 16:15-16. 

3. Acts 2:38 - repent & be baptized:  

4. We must keep the cure in effect. Rev. 2:10 – “Be thou 

faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.” 

 

V.  IS THERE DEATH IN YOUR SOUL?  

A. Why not obey the gospel and remove it today?  

B. Replace the death of sin with life in Christ. 

 


