
DARKNESS OVER THE LAND 

 
INTRODUCTION:  

A. Read text: Matthew 27:45. 

B. Regarding text. 

1. Here, "darkness over the land” refers to literal darkness. 

1) Literal darkness first mentioned in Genesis 1:2. 

2. However, Biblical darkness can also refer to the sinful 

condition of man. 

1) The turn darkness is used in the Old and New 

Testament more often figuratively then literally. 

a. 1 John 1:6 "If we say we have fellowship with him, 

and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth." 

b. Eph. 5:11 “And have no fellowship with the 

unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 

them”.  

3. Note:  

1) "Darkness is often use symbolically in the Scriptures as 

opposed to light, which is the symbol of joy and safety, 

to express misery and adversity" (Strong's 

Encyclopedia page 68). 

2) In the Bible the main use of the word darkness is to 

contrast it with light. Light is a symbol of God's purity, 

wisdom and glory. The word darkness represents the 

opposite. 

 

DISCUSSION: IN THIS LESSON LET US OBSERVE… 

 

I. A SYMBOL OF BIBLICAL IGNORANCE. 

A. Light is a symbol of knowledge and perception. 

1. John 1:4 "In him was life; and the life was the light of man."  

2. John 8:12 "Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am 

the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in 

darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 

3. Matthew 5:14-16.  (We are to be a light unto the world. 

Demonstrating biblical knowledge to those around us.) 

B. Darkness represents spiritual ignorance and blindness.  
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1. Darkness prevails when men reject the light. 

1) John 1:5 “And the light shineth in darkness; and the 

darkness comprehended it not.” 

2) John 3:19 “And this is the condemnation, that light is 

come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 

than light, because their deeds were evil.” 

3) Psalm 82:5 “They know not, neither will they 

understand; they walk on in darkness: all the 

foundations of the earth are out of course.” 

2. Also light represents the absence of truth. 

1) Psalm 119:105; Psalm 19:8 “The statutes of the LORD 

are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the 

LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.” 

C. Spiritual ignorance has been the plague of mankind. 

1. Hosea 4:6 (People are destroyed for lack of knowledge.) 

2. Why is there such a lack of Bible knowledge? (Let us notice 

just a few.) 

1) Laziness and indifference. (Without desire for 

knowledge.) 

2) Not having a good method of study. (Many skip from 

place to place in never study context.) 

3) Letting emotionalism guide your study. (Not 

discounting heartfelt emotion.) 

4) Too much study of outside material. (Many study and 

listen to denominational teachers rather than teachers 

who are sound in the faith.) 

5) Looking for shortcuts. (Easy to read versions.) 

D. Spiritual ignorance is Satan's best weapon. (2 Thess. 1:8) 

 

II.  DARKNESS REPRESENTS MORAL OR SPIRITUAL EVIL. 

A. O/T equates evil with darkness. 

1. Proverbs 2:13 – 14. 

1) Notice Isaiah 5:20 “Woe unto them that call evil good, 

and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for 

darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” 

B. N/T uses darkness to describe evil practices and those who do 

them. 
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1. Matthew 6:23 states that we cannot serve two masters. 

(Darkness and light or opposites!)  

2. John 3:19 “And this is the condemnation, that light is come 

into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 

because their deeds were evil.” (Darkness represents say it.) 

C. Please note: due to this darkness Christ came into the world. 

(He came to give light to the world.) 

1. Colossians 1:13 “Who hath delivered us from the power of 

darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear 

Son:” 

D. Our world today has rejected moral and spiritual values. 

1. The only answer is to turn back to the light! 

 

III.  DARKNESS IS A PLACE OR CONDITION OF PUNISHMENT. 

A. Israel was in darkness. (Ezekiel 32:8 "All the bright lights of 

heaven will I make dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy 

land, saith the Lord GOD.”)  

B. Hadean world. (Jude 6; 2 Peter 2:4 "For if God spared not 

the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 

judgment.") 

C. Many today are walking in darkness. 

1. Not obeyed the gospel and are not walking in the light. 

(1John 1:7) 

1) 1 Thessalonians 5:4-5. 

2. Matthew 25:30 “And cast ye the unprofitable servant into 

outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

1) Not darkness but that which is beyond darkness. 

 

IV.  CONCLUSION. 

A. One day everyone shall stand before God in judgment. (No 

one shall escape!) 

B. Christ invites us to come to the light, live in the light and be 

with Him eternally. 


