
DANIEL
INTRO.:

A. Daniel is one of the most fascinating books of the Bible.

1. Two divisions: 1).  ch. 1-6 contain accounts of great faith;  2).
chs. 7-12 contain the visions.

B. Daniel: Name means “God is my judge.”

1. A person of great faith. (When young, he “would not defile
himself with the portion of the king's meat” (1:8) and as an older
man he chose to serve God rather than obey the laws of the king  
(6:10).

1) Daniel lived in a time of real persecutions.  (605-534 B.C.)
2) Babylon came into world power.  They took Israel captive in

about in 605.
3) Daniel was among the first to be taken to Babylon. 1:1-4

4) He was there for about 70 years.  Dan. 1:21

2. Most Bible students believe that Daniel (as well as Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego) was made to be eunuchs as was the
custom of the Babylonian rulers on the young men taken captive.
See Dan. 1:9

3. And we know nothing of his parents.

C. The Bible is filled with many godly men and women who are
worthy to be emulated.

1. And Daniel certainly is one of these.

2. A man of faith, courage and conviction.

3. His actions speaks volumes. 

4. He is still teaching you and I with what he said and did some
2500 years ago.

DISCUSSION:  FROM OUR STUDY OF DANIEL LET US LEARN...

I. HE WAS A MAN WITH A PURPOSE.

A. Dan 1:8 “Daniel purposed in his heart...”

1. A young boy in a strange land, he was challenged to disobey God
by eating the king’s food.

1) He did not forget that God gave a law concerning food.
(Deut. 32:38; Ezek. 4:13; Hos. 9:1-4)

2. “Purposed in his heart” = to uphold God’s law no matter the
cost!  He had SET HIS MIND.

3. He was blessed just as Joseph was blessed when he remained
faithful to God. (Gen. 39:1-4, 21-23)

B. Every child of God needs to be a person of purpose.

1. Not wishy-washy, but with resolve and purpose of heart.

2. Having a mind set on God’s commandments. Matt. 6:33
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3. God’s desire is to be our primary concern.

4. Remember “PURPOSED IN HIS HEART” means to uphold
God’s laws no matter the cost. It means to have a heart
determined to do God’s will.
1) Pro. 4:23  Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are

the issues of life.
2) Matt. 12:34-35  O generation of vipers, how can ye, being

evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaketh.  A good man out of the good treasure of
the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of
the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.

3) Col. 3:2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on
the earth.

4) Matt. 6:21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart
be also.

C. From Daniel we hear a voice with purpose. 

II. HE WAS A MAN OF PRINCIPLE.

A. Principle is an underlying ethic which determines character. It is
the part of a man that holds him to right actions.

B. Daniel refused to compromise his convictions.

1. He refused the gifts which were offered.  (5:13-17)

2. He refused to obey the decree of Darius.  (6:10)

C. When offered reward or punishment, he did not betray his
principles.

1. His convictions were based upon God’s word and he would not
turn aside from it. 

2. How easy it would have been to say, “I’m in a strange land, no
one will ever know!”  or  “God does not want me to suffer.”

1) He remembered his upbringing. (Do not know his parents,
but someone trained him properly.)

2) The little maid in 2 Kings 5:1-3

3) Timothy in 2 Tim. 1:5  When I call to remembrance the
unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am
persuaded that in thee also.

D. The world needs men of principle. (In govt., business, schools..)

E. The church today needs people of principle.

1. To oppose error.  Jude 3

2. To practice discipline.  1 Cor. 5:11  But now I have written unto
you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard,
or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.

3. Conviction concerning the church.  (Eph. 4:4 Eph 5:23)

4. Morals. (homosexuality, immodesty, abortion, etc...)
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F. Though he is dead Daniel yet speaks of godly principles.

III. HE WAS A MAN WHO PRACTICED HIS FAITH.

A. By this I mean evil men could not find real fault with his
practice of living. (He lived what he said.)

1. Dan. 6:1-4  It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred
and twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom;  
And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that
the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should
have no damage.  Then this Daniel was preferred above the
presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him;
and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.  Then the
presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel
concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor
fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or
fault found in him. 

1) “... the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against
Daniel...” 6:4   But they could not.

2) What a sermon he preached with his lifestyle!

2. No dirt could be dug up on him!

B. Christians today need to observe the godly lifestyle of Daniel!

1. Whether young -- 1 Tim 4:12  Let no man despise thy youth; but
be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

2. Whether of older ages -- Tit. 2:2-3  That the aged men be sober,
grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.  The aged
women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness,
not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good
things;

3. Remember:
1) Matt 5:13-15  “Let your light shine...”

C. Though he has been gone many years, Daniel still speaks
through his lifestyle.

IV. DANIEL TEACHES THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER.

A. Notice his prayer life.   (6:10  Now when Daniel knew that the
writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows
being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon
his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before
his God, as he did aforetime.)

1. His reverence (kneeling);  he prayed three times daily;.

2. He gave thanks in the MIDST OF PERSECUTIONS.

3. His prayers were of such frequency, his enemies could count on
his timing.  “AFORETIME” = as he was always doing.

B. We should learn a great lesson from this man.
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1. We should pray often.
1) 1 Thess. 5:17-18  Pray without ceasing.  In every thing give

thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you.3

2) Col 4:2  Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with
thanksgiving;

A. Prayers are our strength and our lifeline to all manner of
blessings.

B. The story is told of a man who was told that he could no longer
pray else he would be prosecuted and likely would lose his life.
He prayed and died.

1. Some are telling us today that we cannot have public prayer.

2. What would happen if every believe would stand in opposition to
such a decree?

3. When prayers are stopped Satan has won a battle for evil!

C. Thank God for Daniel's example in his prayer life!

V. CONCLUSION:

A. Though he be dead Daniel still cries out for godly living.

B. We would do well to hear the message of hope and salvation.

 


