
COUNTING THE COST 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Text: Luke 14:25-33 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Define parable. Parable is a transliteration of the word 

“PARABOLE” which means to place alongside or cast 

beside. 

1) Vines: It “signifies a placing of one thing beside another 

with a view to comparison.” 

2) In the N/T a parable usually is a story drawn from nature 

of human circumstances (“an earthly story with a 

heavenly meaning”).   

2. This parable sets forth the principle of counting the cost of 

discipleship.  

C. Counting the cost was not new to the New Testament. (2 Sam. 

24:24 “And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will 

surely buy it of thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt 

offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me 

nothing. So David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for 

fifty shekels of silver.” 1 Chro. 21:24 “…I will not take that 

which is thine for the LORD, nor offer burnt offerings 

without cost.”)  

 

DISCUSSION: FROM THIS PARABLE WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. THE PROPOSITION. “IF” (25-27) 

A. The great multitude. (25) 

B. IF indicates a condition -- “If any man come to me…” (A 

prospective disciple must consider the cost involved in 

following Jesus. Three things mentioned. They must…) 

1. Hate those of his own family.  

1) This is a strong requirement. Hate means to “love to a 

lesser degree.”  MATT. 10:37 “He that loveth father or 

mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that 

loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 

me.”  MATT. 6:24 “No man can serve two masters: for 

either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 
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will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 

serve God and mammon.”  

2) It is a lesser because nothing can come before the Lord. 

(MATT. 6:33) 

2. Our own lives must become secondary. 

1) It is so easy to let self get in the way. (GAL. 2:20) 

2) REV. 12:11 “they loved not their own lives unto the 

death.” 

3) Serving the Lord requires total commitment.  

4) ACTS 20:24 “But none of these things move me, 

neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 

finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I 

have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of 

the grace of God.”   

5) ACTS 21:13 “Then Paul answered, What mean ye to 

weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be 

bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of 

the Lord Jesus.”  

3. Bearing our crosses daily is also a part of being a disciple. 

Every Christian has to bear a cross.  

1) Some adversities are greater than others. (It can be loss 

of health, finances, death of loved ones, ridicule and 

persecutions.) 

2) However, IF we are to be disciples we must bear our 

crosses. (2 TIM. 3:12 “All…shall suffer…”) 

3) I know many who seek to avoid bearing a cross. (Afraid 

someone will dislike them: GAL. 1:10 “For do I now 

persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for 

if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of 

Christ.” --- JUDE 3)  

C. The Lord stated, “If any man come to me…” there is a price 

to pay! 

 

II.  THE PARABLE STATED. (28-32) 

A. “For” = (gar) properly assigning a reason; then or therefore. 

B. Christ gives the parable to illustrate to necessity of counting 

the cost. 
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C. TWO EXAMPLES are laid out. 

1. Building a tower. (28-30) 

1) To build a tower required careful consideration and 

calculation of the cost involved.  

2) Proper building takes time and effort. (MATT. 7:24 

“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 

and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 

which built his house upon a rock:” The wise dig a 

good foundation.)  

3) If the cost is not considered and failure comes, some will 

mock.  

4) Counting the cost brings success. MATT. 5:16 “Let 

your light so shine…” – Glorify, not mock!) 

2. A king going into battle. (31-32) 

1) Victory requires preparation. A war going on, even if 

some do not recognize the fact! 

2) The victory is not in numbers, but in preparation. 

Making sure we are willing to pay the price for our 

victory. (The enemy is the devil: 1 PET. 5:8 “Be 

sober…”   But total commitment will result in the 

victory. Making sure we are disciples. PHIL 4:13 “I 

can do all…”  READ 1 COR. 15:54-57) 

 

III. THE PRODUCT. (33) 

A. “So likewise.” Therefore the lesson. 

B. Those who do not count the cost cannot be a disciple. 

C. Discipleship will cost us everything that we have. It will cause 

us to put things in proper perspectives, in godly priorities.  

1. It could cost us our very lives. (Sometimes I wonder how 

members today would fare if faced with the same as our 

brethren in the First Century. (Crosses, persecutions, trials 

and tribulations were common. REV. 2:10; 1 COR. 15:58) 

2. Friendships. (1 JOHN 2:15-17; PRO. 13:20 “…a 

companion of fools shall be destroyed.” PRO. 28:7 “…he 

that is a companion of riotous men shameth his father.” 

EPH. 5:11 “Have no fellowship…”) 

3. Fellowship. (1 COR. 5; ROM. 16:17) 
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D. Discipleship requires self-discipline. (Rom. 12:1-2) 

1. 1 COR. 9:27 “But I keepunder my body, and bring it into 

subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 

others, I myself should be a castaway.”  

1) “Keepunder” means to bring into compliance; to subdue. 

Literally it means to hit or strike under the eye. 

Figurativly, here Paul is saying he conquers himself as 

a boxer would an opponent. He fights himself! 

2) 1 PET. 2:11 “…abstain from fleshly lusts which war…” 

1 THESS. 5:22 “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” 

 

IV. CONCLUSION. 

A. To be a disciple requires counting the cost. Not only counting 

the cost but being willing to pay the required price. 

B. A price must be paid. Salvation came at a cost to the Lord. 

(John. 3:16; Rom. 5:8-9) 

C. Eternal salvation will cost us as well. (“LOVE NOT…” 1 

John. 2:15-17; “OBEY”… 2 Thess. 1:7-9; “WALK” 1 John 

1:7, 9; Rev. 2:10) 

D. Lesson? Pay the price and receive the reward! 

 


