
THE CHURCH AT COLOSSE
INTRO.:

A. Read text:  Col. 1:3-8
B. Regarding the text:

1. After introducing himself and greeting the brethren in vs. 1-2,
Paul expresses thanksgiving to God concerning the church.

2. Considering the things Paul wrote, we can learn some
encouraging things about the church at Colosse which are worthy
of emulation today.

C. All these books, chapters and verses are preserved for our
benefit.

DISCUSSION: NOTICE THAT AS A CHURCH...

I. THEY WERE KNOWN FOR THEIR FAITH IN CHRIST. (4)

A. What a wonderful reputation.

1. Some were not describe as such.  (Laodicia: lukewarm Rev. 3:15;
 --- Sardis: dead Rev. 3:1)

2. But here is a church that was known for their faith.

3. Much like the church in Thessalonica.  1 Thess. 1:2-3  “We give
thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our
prayers;  Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and
labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in
the sight of God and our Father”    2 Thess. 1:3  “We are bound
to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that
your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of
you all toward each other aboundeth.”

B. Why did they have such a reputation?

1. Because it was seen. It was practiced.

2. Because they were steadfast.  Col. 2:5  For though I be absent in
the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding
your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.

C. Our reputation should be the same.

1. To demonstrate our faith in Christ at all times. To have the
reputation of never giving over to worldliness or compromising
truth.

II. THEY WERE KNOW FOR THEIR LOVE OF ALL SAINTS. (4)

A. Their good reputation included love for the brethren as well as
their faith in Christ. 

1. Toward Christ they showed faith, to the brethren they showed
love.

2. Again, much like the Thessalonians.  1 Thess. 4:9-10 “But as
touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye
yourselves are taught of God to love one another. And indeed ye
do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we
beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more.”

1

B. To have that kind of reputation what can we do?

1. Make efforts to become better acquainted and seeking ways to
serve one another.

2. By making sure we do our all to the saving of souls.

1) Encourage the faithful.  Heb. 10:24-25; Acts 14:22
“Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and that we must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”

2) Restoring the erring.   Gal. 6:1-2; Matt. 18:15-17

3. Ask the Lord to help us in this.  1 Thess 3:12  “And the Lord
make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and
toward all men, even as we do toward you:”

III.THEY WERE PRODUCTIVE. (5-6)

A. Fruit is brought forth by the faithful.

1. Col. 1:6  “Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and
bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard
of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:”

2. The gospel is spread by the faithful.   Col. 1:23  “If ye continue in
the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the
hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached
to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made
a minister;”

3. 1 Thess. 1:7-8  READ

B. What is the key to bearing such fruit?

1. Knowing truth is essential.   Note 1:6  “... and bringeth forth fruit,
as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the
grace of God in truth:”

2. Knowing and truly believing.  You can teach others if you truly
believe and are convinced. (Success in selling is to be sold on
your product.)

C. We must notice in vs. 6: “the grace of God.”

1. Whatever we are able to accomplish, it is only because God
provided a way.

1) Tit. 2:11  “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men,”

2. This truth concerning grace was taught. vs. 7 “...and knew the
grace of God in truth: As ye also learned of Epaphras...”

3. To know the grace of God in truth will cause us to be active in the
work of the Lord. (Not grace and nothing else, but availing
ourselves to what God provided for our salvation.)



IV. CONCLUSION:

A. We must seek to be as was described in this text: Demonstrate
our faith;  Love our brethren; and  Avail ourselves to God’s
grace.


