
CHRIST’S THREE TEMPTATIONS 

 
INTRO.: 

A.  Read text: TEXT:  Luke 4:1-13. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. 1 John 2:15-17 shows the avenues by which man is tempted.. 

1) 1 John 2:16  “For all that is in the world, the lust of the 

flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 

of the Father, but is of the world.” 

2. The devil’s goal is to move men away from God. 

1) In our study he seeks to have Jesus. 

a. Luke 4:1 “And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost 

returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into 

the wilderness,” 

3. Satan tempted Jesus in these three categories for sin. 

1) Temptation is not sin: Heb 4:15 “For we have not an high 

priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, 

yet without sin.” 

C. Jesus overcame temptations by knowing and obeying the word. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

I. FIRST TEMPTATION – LUST OF THE FLESH. 

A. Luke 4:2. 

1. Matt. 4:2-3. Satan knows when & to what we are vulnerable. 

B. Luke 4:3 “And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of 

God, command this stone that it be made bread.”  

1. Jesus never used his miraculous power for selfish advantage. 

C. Luke 4:4 “And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That 

man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.” 

1. Deut. 8:3 “And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, 

and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did 

thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth 

not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out 

of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.” 

2. The bread Satan referred to was physical. 

II. SECOND TEMPTATION – LUST OF THE EYES. 

A. Luke 4:5-8.     
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B. Vs. 6 “And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give 

thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and 

to whomsoever I will I give it.”   

1. Some say, these kingdoms did not belong to the devil therefore 

he could not give what was not his. 

1) He is the father of lies. (John 8:44) 

2. Tempted Jesus to fulfill the Jew’s expectation of who he is. 

1) They expected an earthly kingdom. (Never was the case.) 

2) John 18:36 “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this 

world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my 

servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: 

but now is my kingdom not from hence.” 

3. His kingdom is spiritual…THE CHURCH. 

1) Col. 1:13 “Who hath delivered us from the power of 

darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his 

dear Son:” 

C. Vs. 7 “If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.”   

1. Promised every earthly kingdom.   

1) Matt. 4:9  “And saith unto him, All these things will I 

give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.”  

2. Many sell out for earthly treasures. (Mark 8:37 “give in 

exchange for his soul?”  

D. Vs. 8 “And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind 

me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 

God, and him only shalt thou serve.” 

1. Deut. 10:20 “Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt 

thou serve…” 

2. James 4:7 “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 

devil, and he will flee from you.” 

III. THIRD TEMPTATION – PRIDE OF LIFE. 

A. Luke 4:9-12.     

1. Vs. 10 “For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over 

thee, to keep thee: And in their hands they shall bear thee up, 

lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.”   

1) The devil can quote Scripture. Quoted: Psalm 91:11-12! 

a. Psa 91:11-12 “For he shall give his angels charge 

over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They 

shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy 

foot against a stone.” 
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b. There is a problem – out of context! 

2) Not that he could not do it… 

a. At His arrest: Matt. 26:53  “Thinkest thou that I 

cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall 

presently give me more than twelve legions of 

angels?”  

B. Vs. 12 “And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou 

shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 

1. Jesus again quotes scripture in context.  

1) Deut. 6:16 “Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as 

ye tempted him in Massah.” 

2. In this case the devil quoted Scripture and tried to turn Christ’s 

sword on himself. 

3. JESUS OVERCAME TEMPTATION. 

C. Vs. 13.   

1. After using every form of temptation, he “departed from Him 

for a season.” 

1) FOR A SEASON = Literally… “until a convenient time.” 

2. We may win many battles--but it will not end until we die. 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. The lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, & the  pride of life is how 

Satan will try to motivate us to sin. 

B. We are victors when we overcome the temptations of Satan. 

1. 1 John 2:17 “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: 

but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” 

C. God’s plan for man will defeat Satan…  

1. H/B/R/C/B & REMAIN FAITHFUL! 

D. Do not allow Satan to win! 


