
 

 

BELIEVING A LIE 
 

Intro.: 

A. Read text: 1 Kings 12:27 - 13:26. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. There are many things people believe today.  

2. If we aren’t careful we can believe things that are not true.  

1) Truth is founded upon absolute facts. 

a. John 8:32. 

2) We know truth because we want to know the truth. 

a. Psa. 25:9 “The meek will he guide in judgment: 

and the meek will he teach his way.” 

3. Many seek things that pleases them rather than that which is 

based upon facts. 

1) Isa. 30:10 “Which say to the seers, See not; and to the 

prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us 

smooth things, prophesy deceits:” 

2) WHY? It suits MY wants and MY circumstance. 

DISCUSSION: IN THIS LESSON WE OBSERVE… 

I. THE YOUNG PROPHET & GOD’S COMMAND (1 KINGS 

12:27-13:10).  

A. The King’s selfish error (1 Kings 12:27-33).  

1. The King’s announcement is made under the disguise of 

helping the people. 

1) 1 Kings 12:28 “Whereupon the king took counsel, and 

made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too 

much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O 

Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.” 

2. The excuse of helping the people is used to hide the kings lie.  

B. The king’s lie causes the people to commit sin (1 Kings 12:30-

31).  

1. Note verse 30: “And this thing became a sin: for the people 

went to worship before the one, even unto Dan.” 

1) Became a sin! Why? They followed a LIE! 

2. Verse 31: “And he made an house of high places, and made 

priests of the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons 

of Levi.” 
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1) Wrong family: Num. 3:10 “And thou shalt appoint Aaron 

and his sons, and they shall wait on their priest's office: 

and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.” 

3. The people fully believed the King. We do not read of any 

rebellion from the people to obey the king (Romans 1:25-

following a lie).  

4. The lie was said to help the people, in reality it separated them 

from God.  

C. The prophet sent by God (1 Kings 13:1-10).  

1. The prophet was sent by God tell of Josiah and give a sign that 

his message was from God.  

1) Jeroboam still withstood him; some have to learn the hard 

way (1 Kings 13:4-5).  

2. They tried to thank the prophet after realizing the error of their 

ways. He would refuse and do as God commanded (1 Kings 

13:7-10).  

II. THE OLD PROPHET’S LIE.  

A. The Old prophet wanted to meet the prophet sent by God (1 

Kings 13:11-12, v.13-15).  

1. The prophet lived near the city; but he was not involved in the 

sinful worship. 

1) However, we do not read of him having kept God’s 

commands by traveling to Jerusalem.  

2. He knew what had happened; his sons had told him (v.11).  

3. Speculation: it could be that this man was once a faithful 

prophet (“old prophet” v.11).  

1) Whatever the case he proves his worth quickly.  

B. This prophet clearly had some issues. (1 Kings 13:16-19).  

1. The “prophet” lied and deceived a man of God.  

2. The result of believing a lie (1 Kings 13:20-24).  

III. MANY ARE BELIEVING LIES TODAY.  

A. “Go to the church of your choice, God does not care.” 

1. Many fall for this misrepresentation of truth. 

1) Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:4; 1:22-23. 

2. The true church must teach nothing but the truth! 

1) Gal. 1:6-7 “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from 

him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another 

gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that 

trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.” 
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B. Many believe that BAPTISM is not important…  

1. Mark 16:15-16. 

1) Simple solution: Either Jesus told the truth or He did not! 

2. Acts 2:38. 

1) Peter believed it was important. 

2) He declared: 1 Pet. 3:21 “The like figure whereunto even 

baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of 

the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 

toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:” 

C. Many believe that HOW we worship is not important! 

1. Thus many are turning to the use of instrumental music. 

1) The N/T specifically says SING! (Eph. 5:19) 

a. To add the instrument is not authorized (Rev. 

22:18-19). 

2) Results in empty vain worship (Matt. 15:8-9).  

2. Num. 26:61 “And Nadab and Abihu died, when they offered 

strange fire before the LORD.” 
 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. Please note: 

1. To believe a lie --- will not make it true! 

1) Rom. 1:25 “Who changed the truth of God into a lie…” 

2. No matter how hard I may try. A lie is a lie even if everyone 

believes it to be true! 

1) Sincerity will not change a lie into truth. 

B. Our need? To hear the truth and obey the very same! 


