
A BASIS FOR CONFIDENCE
2 THESS. 2:13-17.

INTRO.:

A. Read text: 2 Thess. 2:13-17.

B. Regarding the text:

1. There is always a need for confidence in a Christian’s life.

1) Confidence in his day to day living & his Christian life.

2) Not false confidence, but Christian confidence.

2. Paul warns the Thessalonians.

1) Some would be mislead by Satan.

2) Some would reject truth in favor of a lie.

3) Notice:  2 Thess. 2:8-12.

4) “Signs” & “wonders” were not the assurance of salvation

and not the basis of confidence.

3. Paul assures them that:

1) There is a strong reason for confidence.

2) That salvation is based upon the ever changing whims of      

                             men.

C. STPO

DISCUSSION:  FROM OUR STUDY LET US OBSERVE...

     I. THE CONTRAST MADE

A. 2 Thess. 2:12-13.

1. Some will believe a lie and be damned.

1) “BUT” denotes the contrast.

2) Verse 13 introduces the option. Something upon which you

     can depend.

a. You need not be numbered with the unrighteous.

b. True believers have a reason for confidence.

c. This reason is far greater than all else.

2. We find confidence in knoowing that we are part of God’s 

purpose and plan.

    II. GOD’S PURPOSE IS SHOWN (13-14)

A. God has chosen you. (2:13)

1. God would have all men to be saved. (John 3:16; 1 John 3:16)

1) The provision was made in the long ago.

2) Christ died to save men.

2. The Christian has accepted God’s plan for salvation.

1) This is reason for joy and confidence.

a. 1 Thess 1:4 “Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.”

b. 1 Thess 5:9-10 “For God hath not appointed us to 

wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died 

for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 

with him.”

2) “Knowing” = real confidence.

3. We are also shown the manner in which we are chosen.

1) Vs. 13  “Sanctification of the Spirit.”

a. The believer is set apart for God’s service upon his 

    response to the gospel.

b. John 17:17 “Sanctify them through thy truth...”

c. Eph. 5:26 “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing

                  of water by the word.”

d. Heb 13:12  “Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the 

           people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.”

2) The blood of Christ & obedience to the word.

B. God called you. (2:14)

1. Not a voice that speaks directly to us.

1) “by our gospel”

2) The believer knows that he has heard the word and has 

     chosen to accept it.

a. Must have faith. (Heb. 11:6)

b. Faith comes by hearing the word of God. (Rom. 10:17)

2. God calls but man must respond to that call.

C. God will glorify you. (2:14)

1. This should be an incentive for right living.

1) 1 Thess. 2:12.

2) 2 Thess. 1:9-10.

  III. THE EXHORTATION GIVEN (2:15-17

A. The Christian should stand fast. (15)

1. Steadfastness is required.

1) Due to persecution and afflictions. (1 Thess. 1:4-5)

2) Because of troubling rumors. (2 Thess. 2:1-2)

3) Because of the work of Satan. (2 Thess. 2:7-12) vs. 9.

2. Steadfastness is specified. (2:15)

1) Not just standing.

2) But standing for truth. 



a. “hold fast the traditions which ye have been taught.”

b. The idea of tradition here is the passing of truth from one 

    to another.

c. Acts 2:42 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine...”

B. God will comfort and stablish the believer. (2:16-17)

1. He continues to comfort us.

1) In that he loves us.

2) He has given us the hope of eternal life.

3) We should find confidence in this.

2. He strengthens us because His purpose involves the present and 

    the future.

1) 1 Thess 3:12-13; 5:21-24.

2) 2 Thess. 1:11-12; 3:3-5.

CONCLUSION: 

1. The Christian has confidence based upon clear Bible teachings.

2. Read 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10.

APPEAL:

1. “Who know not God...”

2. “And obey not the gospel...”


