
AN EMPTY HOUSE 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text:  Matt. 12:43-45 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Jesus used this parable to show the spiritual condition of 

many in that day. 

1) Described as evil and adulterous. (v39) 

2) Would be condemned by the Ninevites and the Queen 

of Sheba. (v41-42)  

a. She traveled from far away to hear the words of 

Solomon. And the Jews rejected one greater than 

Solomon. 

b. Described as a wicked generation. (v45) 

2. There are applications from the Lord’s parable that we must 

apply to our own lives. 

1) We will observe this parable and make some 

applications that were meant to teach the way to 

spiritual health. 

2) There is the REFORMATION (v43); the RETURN 

(v44); and the RESULT (v45). 

 

DISCUSSION: LET US OBSERVE… 

 

I. THE REFORMATION. (V43) 

A. A person’s heart is like a house. 

1. The heart can contain good or evil. 

1) Harmful things can reside in it.  Matt. 15:19 “For out 

of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 

fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:” 

2) It can also be a place for good things. Matt. 12: 35 “A 

good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth 

forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil 

treasure bringeth forth evil things.  

B. Before obedience to the gospel lives are not cleansed. 

1. Obeying the gospel makes ones “house” cleansed. 

1) 1 Cor. 6:9-11 “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
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not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 

neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 

effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 

nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And 

such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are 

sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” 

2) 1 Pet. 1:22 “Seeing ye have purified your souls in 

obeying the truth.” Acts 22:16 “…arise…wash away 

thy sins…” 

2. Then we must repent to keep our houses cleaned. 

1) Acts 8:22 “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and 

pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be 

forgiven thee.”  

2) Luke 13:3, 5; 1 John 1:8 – Repentance will cause us to 

be clean from sin. 

 

II. THE RETURN. (V44) 

A. Note the unclean spirit said, “…I will return into MY HOUSE 

from whence I came out…” 

1. He claimed it as his own property. The same is true with men. 

Those who follow Satan are his own possession. (Rom. 6:16 

“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to 

obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin 

unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?”)  

2. We are to be the Lord’s possession not the devils. 

1) 1 Cor. 6:19-20 “What? know ye not that your body is 

the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 

have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are 

bought with a price…” 1 Cor. 7:23 “Ye are bought 

with a price; be not ye the servants of men.”  

B. When the unclean spirit returned he found the house cleaned 

out, but empty. There was nothing to hinder his return! 

1. The devil does not go in where good occupies the heart. 

(James 4:7-8 “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 

devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he 

will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 
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purify your hearts, ye double minded.”  Eph. 4:27 “Neither 

give place to the devil.”) 

2. It is not enough just to rid our lives of evil; they MUST be 

filled with good! (Not empty & inviting to the devil.) 

1) Fill our hearts with God’s Word. (2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Pet. 

2:1-2 “…desire the sincere milk of the word…” Psa. 

119:9 “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his 

way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.”) 

2) Keep the mind filled with good thoughts. (Phil. 4:8 

Think on pure things!) 

3) Choose friends wisely. (1 Cor. 15:33 “Evil 

communications corrupt good manners.” Pro. 13:20 

“He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a 

companion of fools shall be destroyed.”) 

 

III. THE RESULT. (V45) 

A. When evil things are not replaced with good the latter state 

becomes worse than the first (note vs. 45). 

B. Notice 2 Pet. 2:20-22. 

C. When we do not fill our hearts and time with godly things, 

the devil can come in!  

 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. To be right with God requires turning from sin & doing what 

God commands! (Individually or congregationally!) 


