
FROM SAUL TO PAUL - HOW GOD SAVES MEN #3 

(ACTS 9) 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text: Acts 8:1; 9:1. 

B. Regarding the text: 
1. Read Acts 8:1-4. 

1) Act 7:58  “And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: 

and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's 

feet, whose name was Saul.” 

a. Introduced to Saul of Tarsus. 

2) He was one of the major persecutors of the church. 

a. Acts 8:3 “As for Saul, he made havock of the 

church, entering into every house, and haling men 

and women committed them to prison.” 

b. Acts 9:1-2 “And Saul, yet breathing out 

threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of 

the Lord, went unto the high priest, And desired of 

him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if 

he found any of this way, whether they were men 

or women, he might bring them bound unto 

Jerusalem.” 

2. However, he was converted to the very thing and person he so 

strongly opposed. 

1) His conversion is recorded in Acts 9, 22 and 26. 

3. From this background we will observe the conversion of Saul 

to Paul. 

1) Another lesson of “How God Saves Men.” 

 

DISCUSSION: IN THIS CONVERSION WE WILL OBSERVE… 

 

I. SAUL – THE PERSISTENT PERSECUTOR. 

A. Saul was taught the Jewish law.  
1. Acts 22:3 “I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, 

a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of 

Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the 

law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are 

this day.” 

1) About the best education in the Jewish law that could be 

had. 

2. Note: He was zealous toward God. 
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1) He had confidence in what he was doing. 

2) It is possible to have confidence and yet be wrong! 

a. We can have confidence in something that we do 

not properly know! 

b. 1 Tim. 1:7 “Desiring to be teachers of the law; 

understanding neither what they say, nor whereof 

they affirm.” 

3. He had been educated by a scholar.  

1) Yet his education was based upon false conclusions. 

a. The Old Law was no longer in effect. (Col. 2:14) 

2) What if we were to try and live according to a state law 

that had been changed? 

4. This is often the case today.  

1) Many denominational ideas are based upon the Old Law – 

OR in the intellect of false teachers. 

a. 2 Cor. 4:3-4 “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to 

them that are lost: In whom the god of this world 

hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, 

lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who 

is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 

b. Titus 1:14 “Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and 

commandments of men, that turn from the truth.” 

5. THERE WAS NO AUTHORITY IN WHAT SAUL WAS 

TAUGHT AND BELIEVED. 

B. Saul was guided by a good conscience. 
1. Acts 26:9-10 “I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do 

many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which 

thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut 

up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; 

and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against 

them.” 

1) “I thought” has been the downfall of many men. 

2) Pro. 14:12 “There is a way which seemeth right unto a 

man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 

2. The conscience alone IS NOT THE STANDARD FOR RIGHT 

OR WRONG! 

1) The conscience MUST be properly educated! 

2) The uneducated conscience can put us in opposition to 

God. (Eph. 4:17-19.) 

3. Much error is based upon a misguided conscience. 

C. Saul was opposing God! 
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II. SAUL – THE PENITENT BELIEVER. 

A. Acts 22:3-16. 
1. Saul outside Damascus was confronted by the Lord. 

1) He persecuted the church. (Vs. 4 “And I persecuted this 

way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons 

both men and women.”) 

a. “The way” was the church. 

b. Note: the “way” was persecuted.  

c. When the “way” was persecuted Christ was 

persecuted. (Vs. 7)  

d. The two cannot be separated. 

2) How can one claim to be “IN CHRIST” yet be in different 

churches? 

a. The answer? It is not possible!  

b. “Preach Christ, not the church.” IMPOSSIBLE! 

2. Saul was not saved on the road to Damascus. 

1) Vs. 10 “And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord 

said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it 

shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for 

thee to do.” 

2) He was not saved in a miraculous way. 

a. WHAT WAS HE TO DO? “And now why tarriest 

thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 

sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Vs. 16) 

b. Acts 26:19 “…I was not disobedient unto the 

heavenly vision:” 

B. Did Saul have a choice in this matter? 
1. Yes. He was not disobedient. 

2. Why was he told to “arise and be baptized?” 

1) Because this is part of God’s plan to save men! 

C. Saul was a penitent believer! 
1. He did not just believe…He acted upon that belief! (James 2) 

2. On the road…he had a change of mind! 

1) Yet he was still lost! 

a. Told to wash AWAY HIS SINS! 

b. Not saved while still in sin!  

c. Sin not removed till one is baptized. (“For 

remission of sins.” 2:38) 

3. Change of heart MUST be accompanied by obedience. (Heb. 

5:9) 
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III. THE BAPTIZED BELIEVER NOW A FELLOWLABORER. 

A. Saul had the same zeal --- NOW ACCORDING TO TRUTH. 
1. Acts 9:20 “And straightway he preached Christ in the 

synagogues, that he is the Son of God.” 9:22 “But Saul 

increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which 

dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.” 9:29 “And 

he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed 

against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him.” 

2. The persecutor became the persecuted! 

1) Which demonsrated his change! 

B. Saul became just what God expects of every saint. 
1. A defender and proclaimer of TRUTH. 

C. We even see a change in his name. 
1. Acts 13:9 “then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the 

Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him.” 

1) This is the first time the name Paul occurs, and the last 

time in which this apostle is called Saul. 

2. Why the change? We are not told. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION. 

A. This lesson illustrates the plan set forth by God. 
1. H/B/R/C/B. 

2. This not a plan from man…BUT from God. 

3. To alter or change will not bring salvation. 

B. What would we have said on the road to Damascus? 
1. “I do not need to be baptized?” etc. 

2. What will we say today?  


