
"HOW GOD SAVES MEN" #2 

(ACTS 8 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text: Acts 8:1. 

B. Regarding the text: 
1. Acts 8 introduces a problem faced by 1

st
 Century Christianity. 

1) Great persecution --- against the faithful saints and against 

the church as a whole. 

a. Note John 15:19-21 “If ye were of the world, the 

world would love his own: but because ye are not 

of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 

world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember 

the word that I said unto you, The servant is not 

greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, 

they will also persecute you; if they have kept my 

saying, they will keep yours also.  But all these 

things will they do unto you for my name's sake, 

because they know not him that sent me.” 

b. John 16:33 “In the world ye shall have 

tribulation:” 

2. God has promised that those who stay faithful will be 

rewarded. 

1) Matt 5:10 “Blessed are they which are persecuted for 

righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

3. We are under the Great Commission. (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 

16:15-16) 

1) No matter what the present circumstances might be. 

4. Note Acts 8: 

1) Acts 8:4 “Therefore they that were scattered abroad went 

every where preaching the word.” 

a. They went preaching the word! 

(a) “…preaching the word.” 

(b) Preaching = to announce good news 

(“evangelize”) especially the gospel… 

2) This chapter contains examples of those who heard the 

“good news.” 

3) WHAT WAS INVOLVED IN PREACHING THE 

WORD? 

 

DISCUSSION:  FROM ACTS 8 WE OBSERVE… 
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I. THAT CHRIST IS TAUGHT. 

A. Acts 8:4, 5, 12, 14, 25, 35. 
1. Was there a different message? NO! 

1) The plan of salvation does not change from person to 

person. 

2) Many want to adapt salvation’s plan to suit their own 

want, desire or situation. 

3) Yet the truth does not change with circumstances.  

a. John 8:32; 17:17. 

b. Psalm 25:5 “Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: 

for thou art the God of my salvation…” 

B. Most declare: “Preach the man not the plan!” or “Just preach 

Jesus and Him crucified.” 
1. Well…we must teach concerning the man. (Jesus is our 

Savior.)  

1) Some declare: “God loves you, Christ loves you and I 

love you…AND now you can continue to live as you so 

choose!” 

2) These false notions do not want to learn about what God 

requires so as to be saved.  

a. They do not want to hear about the ONE BODY, 

BAPTISM or FAITHFULNESS! 

C. Let us ask… WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURES? What does 

it mean to preach Christ? 
1. Eph. 3:8 “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is 

this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of Christ.”  THIS INCLUDES… 

1) Eternal nature and purpose of the church. (3:10-11) 

2) To be grounded in love. (3:14-19) 

3) Walk worthy…ye are called. (4:1) 

4) Unity: ONE BODY, ONE FAITH, ONE… (4:4-6) 

5) Speak the truth in love. (4:15) 

6) Avoid the ways of the world. (4:17-24) 

2. Surely we can see that.  

1) God’s word should be our only standard! 

II. THE PURPOSE OF MIRACLES. 

A. Miracles were not given to save. 
1. It was not God’s purpose for the miracles. 

B. Acts 8:5, 6-13. 
1. Remember Mark 16:17-20. 
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1) Miracles were not to save men. (That would be 

irresistible grace.)  

2) BUT to bring the saving message! 

a. Heb. 2:3-4. 

C. God used miracles to reveal and confirm TRUTH! 
1. Acts 8:26 “And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, 

saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth 

down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.” 

1) Philip was told to go…He went and preached Christ to the 

eunuch! 

2) Did the Holy Spirit save the eunuch without a teacher? 

a. NO…the word was spoken and the eunuch 

OBEYED what was instructed! 

D. Without hearing and obeying TRUTH men cannot be saved. 
1. This is God’s way of bringing salvation. (Heb. 5:9) 

 

III. THE SECURITY IN SALVATION. 

A. We are not discussing man’s way but GOD’S WAY! 

B. Read Acts 8:13; 18-24. 
1. Simon the sorcerer obeyed and later sinned. 

1) Calvinism says “ONCE SAVED ALWAYS SAVED.” 

a. Even this man knew that assumption is not true! 

2. What was his condition? 

1) Perish. Verses 20, 22-23. 

a. Vs. 20 “Peter said unto him, Thy money perish 

with thee.” 

b. Vs. 22-23 “Repent therefore of this thy 

wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought 

of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive 

that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the 

bond of iniquity.”  

3. When we sin we can be forgiven! (1 Jn. 1:9; Lk. 13:3, 5) 

C. Can we be secure concerning our salvation? YES! 
1. 2 Tim. 4:7-8; Rev. 2:10. 2 Tim. 1:12 “I know whom I have 

believed and am PERSUADED…” 

 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. God’s way to salvation is… By the perfect sacrifice and by our 

availing ourselves to His blood. Hear and obey! 
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