
"HOW GOD SAVES MEN" #4 

THE CONVERSION OF CORNELIUS (ACTS 10) 
 

INTRO.: 

A. Read text: Acts 10:1-6. 

B. Regarding the text: 
1. The conversion of the Gentiles – a pivotal part of God’s 

scheme of redemption. 

2. The saving plan was for:  

1) All nations (Isa. 2:1-3; Luke 24:47). 

2) All the world (John 3:16; Mark 16:15-16). 

3) Every man (Heb. 2:9). 

4) Rom. 1:16  Both Jew and Gentile. 

3. The Jews in Acts 2. NOW the Gentile in Acts 10-11. 

C. Acts 10 and 11 records: 
1. The Conversion of a Good, Moral and Devout Man. 

2. Must remember…this account is unique in that God is now 

sending the Gospel to the Gentile. (Jew FIRST then Gentiles.) 

1) Time of transition from the old laws to the New Law. 

a. Patriarchal Law. (Given to heads of families.) 

b. Mosaical Law. (Given to the nation of Israel.) 

 

DISCUSSION: FROM THIS LESSON WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. CORNELIUS WAS A DEVOUT MAN. 

A. Note the character of Cornelius. Acts 10:1-6.  
1. DEVOUT = Holding to reverence, reverence exhibited in 

actions. --- Note the actions: 

1) Vs. 2: “feared God…gave much alms, prayed to God 

always.” 

a. One who was acquainted with the true God, by 

means of his word and laws; who respected these 

laws, and would not dare to offend his Maker and 

his Judge. 

b. Pro. 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and 

instruction.” (Ecc. 12:13; Rom 3:18 “…no fear of 

God before their eyes.) 

2) Vs. 22: “just man.” 
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a. JUST = used of persons that observe rule, right, 

especially in fulfillment of duty towards God. 

Things in accordance with right. 

b. In the New Testament “JUST” denotes 

righteousness, right according to God’s standard. 

2. Cornelius was faithful to God. 

1) Notice his actions. 

a. Vs. 5-6: He was told what to do.  

b. Vs. 33: “Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and 

thou hast well done that thou art come. Now 

therefore are we all here present before God, to 

hear all things that are commanded thee of 
God.”  

B. Today must be no different. 
1. Men often dismiss what God has put in place. 

1) Not questioning one’s zeal or the sincerity! 

2) YET…every man must follow the same PLAN! 

3) Must acquire proper instruction. 

a. Rom. 10:2-3 “For I bear them record that they 

have a zeal of God, but not according to 

knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's 

righteousness, and going about to establish their 

own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God.” 

2. Was Cornelius in a lost condition? YES! 

1) How do we know?  

a. Acts 11:13-14 “And he shewed us how he had seen 

an angel in his house, which stood and said unto 

him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose 

surname is Peter; Who shall tell thee words, 

whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.” 

2) Being a good man was not enough.  

a. Only obedience to the gospel could save him. 

C. Men are lost “if they obey not the Gospel.” (2 Thess. 1:7-9) 

 

II. GOD’S PLAN INCLUDES BAPTISM FOR REMISSION OF 

SINS! 

A. The Gentile was saved just like the Jews in Acts 2. 

B. Notice our text: 
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1. Acts 11:14 “Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all 

thy house shall be saved.” 

2. Acts 10:48 “And he commanded them to be baptized in the 

name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.” 

1) Why the commandment? Was it necessary? 

a. Remember what Jesus had told the 

disciples…(Luke 24:47 “And that repentance and 

remission of sins should be preached in his name 

among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” Mark 

16:15-16) 

b. QUESTION: Did Peter have the authority to say – 

“You do not need to be baptized so as to be 

saved?” --- Then why do some make that claim? 

c. People will be lost if they follow such! 

3. Some argue that Acts 10:43 ONLY requires believing on Him. 

1) Note the verse: “To him give all the prophets witness, 

that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall 

receive remission of sins.” 

a. Belief is the conviction one has in a person or 

thing. 

b. It is to have faith! Biblical faith requires action on 

our part in relation to what commands have been 

given. (James 2:20 “w/o works…”) 

2) How can we know that Cornelius believed? He 

demonstrated such! 

a. How can one believe in Christ and disbelieve 

what He has instructed? 

b. John 14:15; Heb. 5:9. 

 

III.  CONCLUSION. 

A. Acts 11:18 God “granted repentance unto life.”  HOW??? 
1. He provided the words of life. 

2. He gave the only blood that could “wash away sins.” 

B. The recipients of the message were obedient. 
1. One can choose to be saved or choose to be lost. 

2. We either believe TRUTH or we turn from it.  

1) Some devise their own way to be saved? It will not work. 
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