
A STUDY OF GENESIS 3:15 

 
INTRO.: 

A. Read text: Genesis 3:14-19. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Genesis 3 tells of man’s fall from God’s grace. 

1) This came about due to Adam and Eve’s disobedience. 

a. The Tempter came and deceived Eve and she gave 

to her husband and he did eat. (Vs. 6) 

2. We then see God’s displeasure with the man and woman. 

1) God identified the error and passed a judgment upon all 

three (Satan, Eve and Adam). 

a. Verses 16. To Eve.  

(a) Sorrow involved in the bearing of children. 

(b) Subjection to her husband. 

b. Verses 17-19. To Adam. 

(a) His labors in life are intensified. 

c. Verses 14-15. To the serpent. 

(a) Vs. 14: Cursed above every beast and to go 

upon its belly. 

(b) Vs. 15: “And I will put enmity between thee 

and the woman, and between thy seed and 

her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 

shalt bruise his heel.” 

3. Verse 15 will be the subject of this study. 

1) It is obvious that God had a purpose for that which is 

stated in this passage. 

2) Just what did God intend for us to understand? 

 

DISCUSSION: IN THIS PASSAGE WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. THE CONTEXT. 

A. As we have seen, this verse reveals the judgment God passed 

upon Adam, Eve and the serpent. 

1. The serpent tempted man.  

1) He influenced them to disobey God. 

B. God cannot and will not let sin go without punishment. 

1. Sin separates men from God. (Always has.) 
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1) Isa. 59:1-2; Micah 3:4 “Then shall they cry unto the 

LORD, but he will not hear them: he will even hide his 

face from them at that time, as they have behaved 

themselves ill in their doings.” 

2. We also know that God does not want men to be without hope. 

1) Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin…” 

C. Verse 15 reveals the great battle between good and evil.  

1. Satan seeks to destroy God’s creation. 

1) 1 Peter 5:8. 

2. In this verse God made a promise to provide the way for you 

and I to overcome Satan. 

1) 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning His 

PROMISE…” 

D. This passage is regarded as the FIRST MESSIANIC promise. 

1. It has been called the “first gospel.” 

1) It reveals the good news regarding our salvation. 

2) It tells of God’s plan for victory over Satan. 

2. Genesis 3:15 -- TRULY IS GOOD NEWS. 

 

II.  THE PROMISE REVEALED IN GENESIS 3:15. 

A. Note the wording. “…the seed of woman.” 

1. Normally when discussion procreation the seed refers to man 

and not to the woman. (The law of procreation.) 

2. There has been one EXCEPTION to this law. (1 & only 1) 

1) One woman brought forth a son without the seed of man. 

2) The birth of Jesus, the Christ. 

a. Luke 1:34-35 “hen said Mary unto the angel, How 

shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the 

angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost 

shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 

shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy 

thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the 

Son of God.” 

B. God made a promise to Abraham. 

1. Gen. 22:18 “And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 

be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.” 

2. Paul left no doubt as to the meaning of that seed.  

1) Gal. 3:16 “Now to Abraham and his seed were the 

promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; 

but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” 
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C. By Satan’s influence man’s relationship with God was 

shattered. 

1. God and sin cannot reside together. (1 John 1:5 “no darkness”) 

2. When Adam and Eve committed sin they surely wondered if 

what was done could ever be forgiven. 

3. Verse 15 gives men hope and assurance! 

 

III. THE PROMISE REALIZED. (3:15) 

A. With man’s departure from the garden, Satan must have felt 

victorious. 

1. However, God’s promise was given. 

B. When Christ, the woman’s seed was crucified it might seem as 

if Satan had won another victory. 

1. However, the declaration of Genesis 3:15 prevailed. 

2. NOTE:  

1) The death of Christ, our Savior was only a bruise to the 

heel. 

2) His blood really brought about the victory over sin. 

a. Heb. 2:14-15 “Forasmuch then as the children are 

partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 

likewise took part of the same; that through death 

he might destroy him that had the power of death, 

that is, the devil; And deliver them who through 

fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 

bondage.” 

3) There is nothing else that could remove the guilt of sin. 

a. Heb. 10:4 “For it is not possible that the blood of 

bulls and of goats should take away sins.” 

b. Mat 26:28  “For this is my blood of the new 

testament, which is shed for many for the remission 

of sins.” 

C. Compare the phrases in Gen. 3:15: “…it shall bruise thy head, 

And thou shalt bruise his heel.” To Satan God said... 

1. To Satan God said… 

1) “You will bruise his heel...” 

a. The crucifixion of Christ was a painful and horrible 

ordeal. 

b. But it was not to last. 

c. In fact it was the means to bring victory over Satan 

and sin. 
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2) “IT (the seed of woman, Jesus) shall bruise thy head.” 

a. When Jesus was nailed to the cross, God’s promise 

was realized. 

b. When He arose from the grave Jesus struck the 

death-blow to Satan’s head. 

2. “Up from the grave He arose…He arose a victor…” 

D. Even though Satan introduced and influenced men to sin…He 

cannot win! 

1. He could only inflict temporary suffering and pain. 

2. God sent His Son which assures the final victory. 

3. Satan might have won a battle --- BUT God wins the war! 

 

IV.  SATAN CAN NEVER BE VICTORIOUS WHEN MEN AVAIL 

THEMSELVES TO GOD’S PLAN. 

A. Satan can never prevail because God made the way of escape. 

1. When Jesus comes in judgment, Satan will be forever doomed. 

1) Rev. 20:10 “And the devil that deceived them was cast 

into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and 

the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and 

night for ever and ever.” 

B. Those who choose to avail themselves to the promise of Genesis 

3:15 will forever live with the Lord. 

1. The seed of woman will destroy what the devil introduced. 

1) Sins can be forgiven:  

a. What can wash away my sins? NOTHING BUT 

THE BLOOD OF JESUS. (Rom. 6:1-6; Acts 2:38) 

2) Death cannot be victorious:  

a. 1 Cor. 15:26 “The last enemy that shall be 

destroyed is death.” 

b. 1 Cor. 15:55 “O death, where is thy sting? O 

grave, where is thy victory?” 

 

V. CONCLUSION: 

A. Genesis 3:15 is the promise of hope to all who obey Him. 

 


