
1 TIMOTHY 5. 

HOW TO TREAT ONE ANOTHER. 
 
INTRO.:  

A. Read text: 1 Tim. 5. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Chapter 5 describes how members of the church (particularly a 

congregation) should treat one another. 

2. Without doubt we are to love one another. 

1) 1 Peter 1:22 “…see that ye love one another with a pure 

heart fervently.” 

2) True and proper love will move us to treat one another in 

a Christian manner. 

C. This chapter shows how to treat out brethren. 

 

DISCUSSION: IN OUR LESSON LET US OBSERVE… 

 

I. DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS. (1-2)  

A. Older men as fathers.  

1. Exodus 20:12 “Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy 

days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God 

giveth thee.” 

2. Leviticus 19:32 “Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and 

honour the face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the 

LORD.” 

B. Younger men as brothers.  

1. Romans 12:10 “Be kindly affectioned one to another with 

brotherly love; in honour preferring one another” 

2. Hebrews 13:1 “Let brotherly love continue.” 

C. Older women as mothers.  

1. Proverbs 31:28 “Her children arise up, and call her blessed…” 

2. Proverbs 23:22 “Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and 

despise not thy mother when she is old.” 

1) Despise = to show little regard to, hold as insignificant. 

3. Treat older women as you would treat your own mother. 

1) How do we want others to treat our mother? 

D. Younger women as sisters.  

1. Treat them with purity as a brother would do. 

2. The older women teach the younger women to be chaste. 

(Titus 2:4-5) 
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3. These young women should be treated in such a manner. 

II. THE WIDOWS. (3-10)  

A. The older widows. 

1. Exodus 22:22-24  “Ye shall not afflict any widow, or 

fatherless child. If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at 

all unto me, I will surely hear their cry; And my wrath shall 

wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; and your wives 

shall be widows, and your children fatherless.” 

2. One of the first problems in the church was the neglect of 

widows. 

1) Acts 6:1 “And in those days, when the number of the 

disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the 

Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were 

neglected in the daily ministration.”  

3. Vs. 3-10: The church is to care for the “widows indeed.” 

1) Those who have no family to care for them. (3-4) 

2) She is unable to sustain herself and trusts in God. (5-6) 

a. Her faithfulness is evidenced by her life. 

3) Her age and her work as a Christian woman. (9-10) 

a. NOTE vs. 9: “Let not a widow be taken into the 

number…” 

a) ASV says “Let none be enrolled…” 

b. The meaning refers to taking them in on a 

permanent, full time support. (Unless certain things 

are in place.) 

B. The younger widow. (11-15)  

1. These were not to be taken in for support on an ongoing basis.  

2. They could be helped if relief was necessary for a short time.  

1) In fact should be helped: 

a. James 1:27  “Pure religion and undefiled before 

God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless 

and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 

unspotted from the world.” 

b. Galatians 6:10  “As we have therefore 

opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially 

unto them who are of the household of faith.” 

3. Vs. 14-15:  

1) The young widows were encouraged to marry again.  
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III. INSTRUCTIONS TO THE FAMILY OF A WIDOW. (16)  

A. Christians who have widowed mothers or grandmothers 

should see to their needs.  

1. Why would this requirement be stated? (Would we not all do 

that anyway? 

1) Well, many in our day neglect, take advantage of these 

women and will not see to their needs! 

2. Note verse 8. 

IV. TREATMENT OF ELDERS. (17-20)  

A. Vs. 17-18: Elders who rule well are worthy of honor and 

respect.  

1. Note: Those who rule WELL. Meaning properly and 

diligently. 

2. It is not wrong to compensate one that does the work on a full 

time basis. (Vs. 18) 

1) Deuteronomy 25:4 “Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when 

he treadeth out the corn.” 

2) 1 Corinthians 9:13-14 “Do ye not know that they which 

minister about holy things live of the things of the 

temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with 

the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which 

preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” 

3. The teaching is that these men work full time in this area. 

1) The work was such that their day is filled with this work.  

B. Vs. 19-20:  

1. They must never be the targets of ridicule nor accusations. 

1) In the church active, diligent elders will carry out God’s 

plan and desire for the church. 

a. Inevitably, some are not going to like what is 

suggested. --- And the disgruntled will begin to 

talk! 

2) Some will dislike what or how they do certain things.  

a. This opens them up for the ungodly to attack. 

2. Therefore, more than one person must verify these things. 

1) This is a Biblical principle: 

a. Deuteronomy 17:6  “At the mouth of two 

witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is 
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worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of 

one witness he shall not be put to death.”  

b. Deuteronomy 19:15 “One witness shall not rise up 

against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in 

any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two 

witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall 

the matter be established.” 

c. 2 Corinthians 13:1 “This is the third time I am 

coming to you. In the mouth of two or three 

witnesses shall every word be established.” 

d. Hebrews 10:28  “He that despised Moses' law died 

without mercy under two or three witnesses:” 

C. This principle applies to how we deal with all men. 

1. Yet, here the importance of this instruction is clear. 

2. To speak against those who are leading the flock under the 

direction of God is rebellion against the Almighty. 

V. ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS. (21-25)  

A. Vs. 21: Do things without partiality.  

1. “I charge thee…” 

1) A strong statement.  

a. Thayer’s Greek Definitions: “to confirm a thing by 

testimony, to testify, cause it to be believed.” 

2. “…before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect 

angels…” 

1) That would get Timothy’s attention. 

B. Vs. 22: “Lay hand suddenly on no man.”  

1. Does not refer to the imparting of spiritual gifts.  

1) Timothy was not an apostle – thus he could not impart 

these gifts. (Acts 8:18 “And when Simon saw that 

through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost 

was given, he offered them money.”) 

2. Be cautious as to the character of those who are to be put in a 

ministering position, as well as to bishops.  

1) To put one in to that position without full proof of his 

character would cause Timothy of being accomplice to 

that man’s false positions. 

C. Vs. 23: “Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy 

stomach's sake and thine often infirmities.” 
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1. Is this an endorsement for the drinking of alcoholic beverages? 

1) Some have said that it does. 

2. Timothy had a medical problem…an “often infirmity.” 

1) I do not know all there is to know about this verse…BUT 

it took a direct command for him to help with his 

problem. 

3. “Drink no longer water…” (Must be a medicinal remedy.) 

D. Vs. 24-25: 

1. Be sure your works in this life will find you out! 

1) Some are openly sinful and rebellious…Some hide their 

sins. 

2) Good works as well. 

2. But judgment will reveal the true picture of a man. 

1) 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 

things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 

whether it be good or bad.” 

2) Hebrews 6:10 “For God is not unrighteous to forget your 

work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward 

his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do 

minister.” 

VI.  CONCLUSION. 

A. This chapter clearly is to help promote stability and unity in 

the church at Ephesus.  

B. There are specific instructions and there are general ones. 

1. But each is to promote strength in the church. 

C. The church today would do well to give heed to these things. 


