
1 TIMOTHY 4:1-11 
THE DEPARTURE FORETOLD - PROPER TEACHERS 

 
INTRO.:  

A. Read text: 1 Tim. 4:1-11. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. Remember what was revealed in chapters 1-3. 

1) Chapter 1: Warning concerning false doctrines. 

2) Chapter 2: How the church was to conduct itself. (Praying 

properly…) 

3) Chapter 3: Qualification of elders and the mystery of 

salvation revealed. 

a. Elders have a grave responsibility. 

b. From our discussion of Acts 20:28-31 we saw the 

need to hold on to the faith. 

2. In chapter 4: 

1) The departure from the faith is foretold. 

2) Proper teaching is described. 

3) Salvation is once again discussed. 

C. Chapter 4 contrasts false teachers and faithful teachers. 

 

DISCUSSION: LET US OBSERVE… 

I. THE DEPARTURE FORETOLD. (1-5) 

A. Vs. 1: 

1. The Holy Spirit is the source of this information. 

1) EXPRESSLY = Clearly and plainly. Also, meaning is to 

directly address the subject. (Extremely important!) 

2) LATTER TIMES = The last dispensation, the Christian 

age.  (Hebrews 11:1-2) 

3) The event addressed: A departure from the faith! 

a. 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 

2. In verse 1 the Holy Spirit reveals the what, and the how of this 

event. 

1) WHAT: a falling away from the faith. 

a. Paul warned the Ephesian elders. (Acts 20:28-31) 

b. He warned the church at Thessalonica. (2 Thess. 

2:3) 

c. ***This is evidence that one can fall from grace. 

2) HOW:  
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a. “…giving heed to seducing spirits and the doctrine 

of devils.” 

a) Watch what you listen to! (1 John 4:1; 1 

Thess. 5:21) 

b) Read Galatians 1:6-9. 

B. Verses 2-5: The false teachers described.  

1. “Speaking lies in hypocrisy…” 

1) Hypocrisy = Play acting. Acting under a feigned part; that 

is, (figuratively) deceit. 

a. Genesis 3:1-5; 2 Corinthians 11:3 “But I fear, lest 

by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through 

his subtilty…” 2 Corinthians 11:13 “For such are 

false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 

themselves into the apostles of Christ.” 

b. Matthew 7:15 “Beware of false prophets, which 

come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they 

are ravening wolves.” 

2. “…having their consciences seared with a hot iron.” 

1) Past feeling…no feeling remains. 

a. Ephesians 4:19 “Who being past feeling have 

given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work 

all uncleanness with greediness.” 

2) When this occurs what hope do we have. HARD to reach 

someone like this. 

3. “Forbidding to marry…” 

1) Marriage was instituted by God Himself. (Genesis 2:18-

24…Not good that the man should be alone…) 

2) These forbid what God put in place. 

3) A lawful marriage is honorable. (Hebrews 13:4) 

4. “…commanding to abstain from meats…” 

1) In fact Paul states that we are to thank God for the meat 

provided by God. 

2) Read: Acts 10:10-15. 

 

II. A PROPER MINISTER. (6-11) 

A. Paul now describes a good teacher. 

1. Vs: 6:  
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1) MINISTER = one who executes the commands of 

another, especially of a master, a servant, attendant. 

2) A good minister puts the hearer in remembrance of what 

God has said! 

a. Read: Jude vs. 4-5. 

2. Verses 7-8: 

1) Verse 7: “But refuse profane and old wives fables…” 

a. Profane = things not holy. (2 Tim. 2:16 “But shun 

profane and vain babblings: for they will increase 

unto more ungodliness.”) 

b. “Old wives fables” = Myths or imaginary stories. 

a) Things that may sound good…yet not based 

upon fact. 

b) 2 Timothy 4:4 “And they shall turn away 

their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 

unto fables.” 

c) Titus 1:14  “Not giving heed to Jewish fables, 

and commandments of men, that turn from 

the truth.” 

2) Verse 8-9:  

a. Not a commendation of physical exercise…BUT in 

comparison to spiritual health…it is not the 

important thing. 

3) Verses 10-11: 

a. Suffering will come BECAUSE of our faith. 

a) 2 Timothy 3:12 “Yea, and all that will live 

godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 

persecution.” 

b. Teach these things…Remind them to remain 

faithful. 

a) 1 Corinthians 15:58; Revelation 2:10. 

b) 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9…God will reward 

those who continue in the faith! 

 

III. SALVATION. (12-16) 

A. To continue in the faith is the way to salvation. 

1. For the teacher as well as those who hear and obey. (NOTE vs. 

16) 
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B. Vs. 12: “Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example 

of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 

in faith, in purity.” 

1. FIRST: Do not act in such a manner that any would think less 

of you on account of your youth. 

1) 1 Corinthians 16:10-11 “Now if Timotheus come, see 

that he may be with you without fear: for he worketh the 

work of the Lord, as I also do. Let no man therefore 

despise him: but conduct him forth in peace, that he may 

come unto me: for I look for him with the brethren.” 

2. Then, Paul says BE AN EXAMPLE. (The word example 

means a pattern, a thing to follow.) 

1) In WORD: 

a. Watch what you say and HOW it is said! 

a) Ephesians 4:29, 31. (Eph. 4:29 “Let no 

corrupt communication proceed out of your 

mouth, but that which is good to the use of 

edifying, that it may minister grace unto the 

hearers.” Eph 4:31 “Let all bitterness, and 

wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 

speaking, be put away from you, with all 

malice:”) 

b) Ephesians 5:4, 12. 

b. HOW we speak is important. 

a) Gruff, spiteful, etc. 

b) Colossians 4:6  Let your speech be alway 

with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may 

know how ye ought to answer every man. 

2) In CONVERSATION: 

a. Manner of life. 

b. Ephesians 4:22  “That ye put off concerning the 

former conversation the old man, which is corrupt 

according to the deceitful lusts.” 

3) In CHARITY: 

a. Love. This is the beginning place for 

accomplishing good. 

b. 1 John 3:11, 18; 1John 4:11  “Beloved, if God so 

loved us, we ought also to love one another.” 

c. Love will cause us to act properly. 



 

 

5

4) In SPIRIT: 

a. Doing right things for the right reason! 

b. How often is a holy or charitable work done in an 

unholy, uncharitable, and peevish spirit!  

5) In FAITH: 

a. With full trust; the persuasion that God can and 

will provide! 

b. James 1:6 “But let him ask in faith, nothing 

wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of 

the sea driven with the wind and tossed.”  

6) In PURITY: 

a. Reference made to the physical part of the young 

man’s life. 

b. 1 Timothy 5:1-2 “Rebuke not an elder, but intreat 

him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; 

The elder women as mothers; the younger as 

sisters, with all purity.” 

C. Verse 13-16: 

1. Verse 13: “Till I come, give attendance to reading, to 

exhortation, to doctrine.” 

1) TO READING: Private and public reading was intended. 

a. The Old Testament scriptures were available. 

b. Various letters written by Paul were also available. 

c. Nehemiah 8:8 “So they read in the book in the law 

of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused 

them to understand the reading.” 

d. Colossians 4:16 “And when this epistle is read 

among you, cause that it be read also in the church 

of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the 

epistle from Laodicea.” 

2) TO EXHORTATION: To admonish and encourage. 

a. 2 Timothy 4:1-5. 

3) TO DOCTRINE: The material which is used. 

a. Make sure of the source of the message! 

b. Acts 2:42 “And they continued steadfastly in the 

apostles’ doctrine…” 

2. Verse 14: “Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given 

thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the 

presbytery.”  
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1) A spiritual gift. A gift given BY the laying on of Paul’s 

hands. 

a. 2 Timothy 1:6 “Wherefore I put thee in 

remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, 

which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.” 

2) Only an apostle could impart spiritual gifts. 

3) Not by anyone else…even the presbytery. (Elders.) 

a. Why, then the statement with the laying on of the 

hands of the presbytery? 

b. IN 2 Timothy 1:6 “by the laying on of my hands.” 

a) BY = (dia) meaning the channel, means or 

instrument.  

c. IN 1 Timothy 4:14 “with the laying on of the 

hands of the presbytery.” 

a) WITH = (meta) The preposition does not 

mean the instrument, BUT merely an 

accompaniment. 

4) Elders would do this to send out laborers. 

a. Acts 13:2-3 “As they ministered to the Lord, and 

fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas 

and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 

them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and 

laid their hands on them, they sent them away.” 

3. Verses 15-16:  

1) Think on things that are holy and give heed to self and to 

the doctrine. 

a. Teach only the gospel of Christ. 

a) 1 Timothy 1:3, 10-11. 

b) Titus 2:1. 

2) Continue in them. 

3) THUS, saving yourself and those that hear and believe the 

truth. 

a. 2 Timothy 4:1-5. 

b. Ephesians 1:13. 

c. James 1:21. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

 


