
1 TIMOTHY 3:14-16. 
 
INTRO.:  

A. Read text: 1 Tim. 3:14-16. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. In these verses Paul gives reasons for his writing and speaks of 

the mystery of godliness. 

2. The letter is sent to give needed exhortations and instruction. 

1) Instructions concerning elders and deacons (Vs. 1-13). 

C. Lets look at the remaining verses of the chapter. 

 

DISCUSSION: LET US OBSERVE… 

I. PAUL’S PURPOSE FOR WRITING. (14-15) 

A. Vs. 14: He was hoping to come himself. 

1. But he did not know what might happen that would hinder his 

return. 

1) 1 Thess. 2:18  “Wherefore we would have come unto 

you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.” 

a. How was this possible? 

(a) All who try to stop the cause of Christ. 

b. In this time Christians were persecuted. Hindered! 

2. In the apostles absence, Timothy was to help the church at 

Ephesus. 

3. Since he could not return yet, he is sending divine instruction 

to Timothy. 

B. Vs. 15: BUT, Paul knows that it might be some time before his 

return. 

1. Thus, the church must still be strong and true. 

2. The church is the pillar of the truth, and the function of the 

pillar is to support. 

1) Jeremiah 1:18-19  “For, behold, I have made thee this 

day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls 

against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against 

the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against 

the people of the land. And they shall fight against thee; 

but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, 

saith the LORD, to deliver thee.”  

2) See Matthew 16:18. 

3. The church must be the backbone of the Christian faith. 

1) The church must defend the faith. (Jude 3) 

 2

II. THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS. (16) 

A. Paul said the MYSTERY of godliness is without controversy! 

1. Not that some would reject truth…BUT that the evidence is 

overwhelming. 

1) Acts 2: The evidence was too powerful to dismiss. 

2) John 3:2  “The same came to Jesus by night, and said 

unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 

from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou 

doest, except God be with him.” 

B. What is the MYSTERY? 

1. The word mystery means, “something that has been hidden, not 

revealed.” 

2. Godliness (how to be godly) was once hidden (not yet 

revealed) but now it has been unveiled! 

1) Christ came to this earth. 

a. That was the promise God made. (Genesis 3:15) 

b. John 1:1-14. 

2) Justified in the Spirit. The Holy Spirit confirmed who 

Christ is. 

a. Matthew 3:16 (The Holy Spirit descended and lit 

upon Him.) 

b. John 1:33-34  “And I knew him not: but he that 

sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto 

me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 

descending, and remaining on him, the same is he 

which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, 

and bare record that this is the Son of God.” 

3) Seen of angels.  

a. Angels announced to shepherds (Luke 2:8-12). 

b. Angels said He would come again. (Acts 1:9-11) 

4) Preached unto the Gentile. 

a. Ephesians 6:19 “And for me, that utterance may 

be given unto me, that I may open my mouth 

boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel.” 

5) Believed on in the world. (Acts 2; Mark 16:15-16) 

6) Received up into glory. (Acts 2:33, 36) 

 

III. CONCLUSION: 

 


