
1 TIMOTHY 3. 
 
INTRO.:  

A. Read text: 1 Tim. 1:1. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. 1 Tim. 1:1-13 lists the qualifications of elders and deacons. 

1) The men who are to be placed in these positions must 

meet each and every one of these to be right in God’s 

sight. (Elders qualifications are also found in Titus 1) 

a. Acts 20:28 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, 

and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 

Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 

church of God, which he hath purchased with his 

own blood.” 

(a) How does the Holy Ghost accomplish this? 

BY giving the qualifications through 

inspiration. 

2. For our lesson we are not going to go over each 

qualification…BUT concentrate on verse 1. 

1) Vs. 1: “This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of 

a bishop, he desireth a good work.” 

a. DESIRETH = to reach forth for; seek to obtain. 

(a) The word implies eagerness and a 

preparation. 

b. A good WORK. 

(a) Note an emphasis on the word work! 

(b) Requires diligence and effort. 

(c) Requires following and implementing the 

directives of divine headship. 

C. In this lesson we will look at the work of these men. 

1. READ: Acts 20:27-31. 

 

DISCUSSION: LET US OBSERVE… 

 

I. THEY ARE TO BE OVERSEERS. 

A. OVERSEER = one who watches, makes sure that things are 

done in a right way, a guardian, superintendent. 

1. They are Shepherds: Must be on guard…watching for things 

that are needed and things dangerous to the flock. 

B. Take heed… 
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1. “…unto yourselves…” 

1) Watching their own lives. 

a. Maintain their Christian lifestyle. 

b. 2 Corinthians 13:5  “Examine yourselves, whether 

ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye 

not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in 

you, except ye be reprobates?” 

2) Take heed to the eldership. (Each one in that office.) 

a. Note verse 30. “…of your own selves…” 

2. “…and to ALL the flock…” 

1) As a shepherd tends the flock in his charge. 

2) ALL…not just a select few. (Treat everyone with the 

same respect and standard.) 

3) The church is often compared to a flock of sheep. 

a. John 21:15-17. 

b. Psalm 23. 

C. A shepherd watches and leads. 

1. 1 Peter 5:1-4. 

1) By TAKING the oversight. 

a. Better to think…exercising this responsibility. 

b. Actively overseeing. 

2) NOT by constraint… 

a. Willing and eager. 

b. Not for personal gain. 

3) NOT as lord’s over. 

a. Christ is the head of the church. (Colossians 1:18) 

2.  They will give account. (Awesome thought.) 

1) Hebrews 13:17 “Obey them that have the rule over you, 

and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as 

they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, 

and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”  

 

II. THEY ARE TO FEED. 

A. Making sure the food is healthy. 

1. Jeremiah 3:15  “And I will give you pastors according to mine 

heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 

understanding.” 

2. Again note Psalm 23.  (The feeding and watering.) 

1) Pastures containing good grass. 

2) The picture is wonderful to imagine. 
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3) Isaiah 40:11  “He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: 

he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in 

his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with 

young.” 

B. Guarding against error. 

 

III. THEY ARE TO REMEMBER THE CHIEF SHEPHERD. 

A. Christ purchased the church. 

1. Ephesians 1:7  “In whom we have redemption through his 

blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 

grace.” 

B. Heb. 13:17.  

1. They will give an account of the flock to the Lord. 

1) Meaning that each sheep that wanders away should be 

reclaimed. 

a. Not all will come home…But the shepherd must 

seek to restore the wanderer. 

2. Ezekiel 3:17-21. 

C. The flock should honor and follow those men who have taken 

on such a grave responsibility. 

1. AGAIN: Hebrews 13:17:  

1) “Obey them that have the rule over you…” 

2) “…submit yourselves…” 

 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

A. 1 Timothy 1:1. A powerful principle by which the church is 

held to the faith. 

 


