
PRAYER AND SUBMISSION. 

1 TIMOTHY 2 
INTRO.:  

A. Read Text: 1 Tim. 2:1-6. 

B. Regarding the text: 

1. 1 Timothy 1 discusses the use and handling of sound doctrine. 

2. Chapter 2 begins a discussion of certain things which the 

faithful must understand.  

1) Exhortation to pray (1-2). 

2) God desires that men be saved (3-4). 

3) Praying (5-8). 

4) Dress and submission of women (9-15). 

3. First: Note the word EXHORT in verse one. 

1) EXHORT = to call near, that is, invite, invoke (by 

imploration, hortation or consolation): - beseech, call for, 

(be of good) comfort, desire, (give) exhort (-ation), 

intreat, pray. (Strong’s #3870) 

C. Honoring the gospel is emphasized in Chapter 1…THIS WAS 

IMPERATIVE! 

1. To honor the gospel we must obey it. 

 

DISCUSSION: FROM 1 TIMOTHY 2 WE OBSERVE… 

 

I. EXHORTATION TO PRAY. (1-8) 

A. Whose prayers does God hear? 

1. Important! (Who can pray and be acceptable to God?) 

1) Pray according to God’s will. 

a. Matt. 26:39  “And he went a little further, and fell 

on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not 

as I will, but as thou wilt.” 

2) Be in the proper relationship.  

a. Isa. 59:1-2; Isa. 1:15  “And when ye spread forth 

your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, 

when ye make many prayers…; John 9:31. 

B. Four words are used to show what prayers involve. 

1. Supplications: Appeal and request for needs. 

2. Prayers: A general term denoting our humble bowing before 

God. 
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3. Intercessions: Praying for God’s care, perhaps praying for 

others. 

4. Giving thanks: Gratitude is always needed! 

1) 1 Thess. 5:18 “In every thing give thanks…” 

2) Phil 4:6 “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known unto God.” 

C. For whom should we pray? 

1. “All men.” 

1) The sick: James 5:15 “The prayer of faith shall save the 

sick…” 

2) Our enemies: Matt. 5:44 “But I say unto you, Love your 

enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 

hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, 

and persecute you.” 

3) The that lost will hear and turn: Rom. 10:1 “Brethren, my 

heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 

might be saved.”  

2. “For kings and rulers.” 

1) WHY? That we might lead a quiet life?  

2) How can that come about?  

a. The civil authorities have God’s approval to keep 

peace and punish lawbreakers. 

b. 1 Pet. 2:14  “Or unto governors, as unto them that 

are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and 

for the praise of them that do well.” 

3) OUR NATION NEEDS A LOT OF FERVENT 

PRAYERS FOR LEADERS.  

D. God desires that men be saved. (3-4) 

1. Just think what God has done to make that possible. 

1) 2 Cor 5:18 “And all things are of God, who hath 

reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given 

to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was 

in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 

imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed 

unto us the word of reconciliation.” 

a. He gave His Son (John 3:16; Rom 8:32 “He that 

spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 

all…”) 
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b. He has given us the gospel. (Rom. 1:16; Eph 1:13 

“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation…”) 

2. 2 Peter 3:9. 

E. Through our mediator. (5-7) 

1. MEDIATOR = go between, that is, (simply) an internunciator, 

or (by implication) a reconciler (intercessor): - mediator. 

1) The idea is to make possible; to bring about. 

2) Heb. 12:24 “And to Jesus the mediator of the new 

covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 

better things than that of Abel.” 

2. Jesus, our mediator makes it possible for us to come to God. 

1) We are able to pray ONLY through this mediator. 

a. Not through the virgin Mary, saints, or holy men etc.  

3. Whom does God Hear? 

1) Those who have availed themselves to the mediator. 

a. The faithful child of God. 

b. By sin we are separated from God…By Jesus and 

obedience to the word we are reconciled. (2 Cor. 

5:18 “…who hath reconciled us to himself BY Jesus 

Christ…and hath committed unto us the WORD of 

reconciliation.” 

F. A distinction is made. (8) 

1. Here a clear contrast is made between men and women relative 

to public prayer. 

1) MEN = ANER.  

a. Strong’s: a man (properly as an individual male): - 

fellow, husband, man, sir. 

2) Wherever Christian men and women are gathered. 

2. “…lifting up holy hands...” 

1) “Holy hands” here, refers to hands that are not defiled by 

sin. (Remember our comment on WHO can pray?) 

3. “Without wrath and doubting.” 

1) This disposition of heart is not conducive to prayer. 

2) Angry prayers are not prayers at all! 

4. Public prayers that please God are those offered by men who 

are not living in sin. 
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II.  ATTIRE AND ATTITUDE OF THE WOMAN. (9-15) 

A. NOTE: In the church women are different…NOT inferior to men. 

1. God is not mistreating the ladies. 

1) God has given us roles and responsibilities that are 

different. 

2) By nature women have abilities and opportunities that 

men do not. 

2. 1 Cor. 11:3 “But I would have you know, that the head of 

every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and 

the head of Christ is God.” 

B. She is to dress modestly. (9-10) 

1. Appropriately for the godly woman.  

2. How we dress and how speak identifies our inward character. 

3. God has always required His children to act and be different 

from the world.  

1) Romans 12:1-2 The word rendered “conformed” properly 

means to put on the form, fashion, or appearance of 

another. It may refer to anything pertaining to the habit, 

manner, dress, style of living, etc., of others. (Barnes 

Notes) 

2) Isaiah 3:16-17 “Moreover the LORD saith, Because the 

daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched 

forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they 

go, and making a tinkling with their feet: Therefore the 

Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the 

daughters of Zion, and the LORD will discover their 

secret parts.” 

3) Titus 2:3-5. (READ) 

a. DISCREET = of sound thinking, self-controlled. 

b. CHASTE = clean, that is, (figuratively) innocent, 

modest, perfect: - chaste, clean, pure. 

4. Note: Men are to have the same mind-set. 

C. Subjection is discussed. (11-15) 

1. Vs. 11: “Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.” 

1) SILENCE = (hesuchia) stillness, that is, desistance from 

bustle or language: - quietness, silence. 

a. Here (Vs 11 and 12), the word instructs women to 

have a quiet spirit. (Not a bold, forceful attitude.)  
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b. This word (Greek) is not a word that means absolute 

silence.  

(a) She is to sing. (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) 

2) There is a word translated “silence” that does mean 

complete silence. 

a. 1 Cor 14:34 “Let your women keep silence in the 

churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 

but they are commanded to be under obedience, as 

also saith the law.” 

(a) SILENCE here (sigao) means to say not a word. 

b. 1 Corinthians 14 is dealing with the use of spiritual 

gifts in the assembly. 

3) “…with all subjection.” 

a. Again, we must understand this has reference to the 

public assembly. (Men and women present.) 

2. Vs. 12:  “But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp 

authority over the man, but to be in silence.” 

1) Again, this refers to the assembling of both men and 

women. 

a. Not a blanket restriction. Women have valuable 

teaching roles. 

(a) Titus 2:3-5. Other women. 

(b) Children. 2 Tim. 1:5 “When I call to 

remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, 

which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and 

thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in 

thee also.” 

2) The restriction is that she must not become the teacher 

when Christian men and women are gathered. 

a. There are certain things she cannot do (lead prayer, 

lead singing, preach, wait on the Lord’s Table.). 

(a) Also, I might mention, she is not to take part in 

men’s business meetings. 

3) Each of us have responsibilities to fulfill. 

3. Vs. 13-14: An explanation given. 

1) WHY? 
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a. In creation she was made after Adam and was made 

to be in subjection to him. 

(a) 1 Cor. 11:3 “…the head of every man is Christ; 

and the head of the woman is the man…” 

b. Eve was deceived in Genesis 3. 

4. Vs. 15: “Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if 

they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.” 

1) What can that mean? 

a. Does bearing children save her? 

b. No, all are saved by obeying the gospel and 

remaining faithful. 

2) I believe the verse is stating that by recognizing her God 

given role and being faithful in that role is what is 

pleasing unto God. 

a. By keeping herself in that role of subjection she 

remains faithful to God. 

III. CONCLUSION. 

A. Chapter 2 deals with how we are to conduct ourselves under the 

direction of “sound doctrine” spoken of in chapter 1. 

B. We may not know the exact circumstances for these admonitions. 

1. However, we can know they apply to us today. 

 

 


