
JUDE 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

A. Penman: Jude, brother of James and of the Lord (Galatians 1:19; Mark 6:3). 

1. He was an unbeliever at one time (John 7:3-8). 

B. Date: The date of this writing is unclear (Most feel it was about 64-68 A. D.). 

C. Recipients: Possibly Jewish converts. This conclusion is drawn because of the events mentioned 

that they would remember. 

D. Purpose: To exhort and warn against false teachers (3-4). 

1. Originally: To write of the common salvation, but things changed to an urgent need to warn. 

E. OUTLINE: 

1. Salutation (1-2). 

2. Reasons for writing (3-4). 

3. Appeal to history (5-7). 

4. Description of the apostate teachers (8-16). 

5. Advice to the believers (17-23). 

6. Closing remarks (24-25). 

F. Notice the similarities to 2 Peter 2:1-18 (Read vs. 1-3). 

DISCUSSION: FROM JUDE LET US OBSERVE... 

 

I. SALUTATION (1-2). 

A. Jude the penman: “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James...” 

1. The servant = “...a slave, bondman, man of servile condition. one who gives himself up to 

another’s will those whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing his cause among 

men devoted to another to the disregard of one’s own interests.” (Thayer’s) Humility shown. 

2. A servant now, but before an unbeliever (John 7:3-8). 

B. Description of the recipients. 

1. Sanctified - Set apart for a specific purpose. (1 Thessalonians 1:7-9).  

2. Preserved - Guarded over; to keep (1 Peter 1:5).  

3. Called - Invited.  

1) 2 Thessalonians 2:14; John 6:44-45; 2 Peter 1:10; Romans 1:16; Ephesians 4:1. 

  

 

II. REASONS FOR WRITING (3-4). 

A. Originally: “...when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation...” 

1. 2 Peter 1:1-3; 2 Peter 3:9. 

B. Urgent matters need attention.  

1. Needful - Necessity, imposed either by the circumstances, or by law of duty.  

1) In common terms, “I could not keep back” or “I had no choice.”  

C. Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 

1. “The faith...” - The body of truth that has already been delivered and will not be given again.  

1) Perhaps the more usual sense of the word would be, that it was done once in the sense that it 

is not to be done again.  
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2. Earnestly - In a serious manner, soberly, solemnly, and sincerely. 

1) In other words...”Put your whole heart into it” (Acts 4:29). 

3. Contend - To struggle for, “to contend about a thing, as a combatant.” 

1) Thus, it is a defense (Philippians 1:7). 

D. Why such an urgency? (2 Peter 2:1). 

1.  “For there are certain men crept in unawares...” (4).  

1) He realizes the danger of these false teachers, thus urgency is needed.  

2) “Unawares” = Secretly, as if by a side door; seeming to be friendly and sincere. 

a. How can they sneak in? 

b. Sometime we will not recognize because we do not know truth (Matthew 7:15). 

3) Their coming in had been predicted (Vs. 17-18; 1 Timothy 4:1ff). 

4) They are ungodly (Vs. 4, 15, 18; Psalm 1:5-6). 

5) They turn God’s grace into lasciviousness.  

a. Romans 6:1-6; Titus 2:11-12. 

2. Deny the Father and the Son. They deny divine authority.  

1) In what ways can we deny Christ? 

a. Deny His existence (John 8:24). 

b. Deny His Word (John 12:48). 

(a) Pharaoh said “Who is the Lord...” 

c. Some today deny delegated authority (Exodus 16:8; Hebrews 13:17).   

3. Sometimes we do not feel the urgency. 

1) As in days gone by (Isaiah 30:10; Jeremiah 8:11). 

2) Some today only want to hear comforting things (2 Timothy 4:1-4). 

 

III. APPEAL TO HISTORY (5-7). 

A. The people of Israel in the wilderness (5) Destroyed because of unbelief.  

1. Hebrews 3:15-19; 1 Corinthians 10:1-6.  

B. The angels (6). 

1. Little is known about these angels (but they kept not their first estate...) 

1) 2 Peter 2:4. 

2. We may not know everything but their condemnation is clear and unmistakable. 

1) Rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). 

C. Sodom and Gomorrh (7). 

1. Gave themselves over to fornication and going after strange flesh. 

1) Genesis 19:5; Romans 1:24-32. 

D. These examples made a point (Vs. 7 “are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of 

eternal fire.”). 

1. God will punish those who will not be obedient, those who will not keep the faith. 

1) Jude 6, 13; 2 Peter 2:6; Revelation 21:8; Galatians 5:19-21. 

E. Men should learn from history! 
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IV. DESCRIPTION OF APOSTATE TEACHERS (8-16). 

A. Likewise (8). 

1. Described as “filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.”  

1) They disregard the examples from history.  

2. What do they do? 

1) “Defile the flesh” - Just as the Sodomites had done (Romans 1:18-32; Galatians 5:19-21). 

2) “Despise dominion and speak evil of dignities…”  (2 Peter 2:10). 

a. Dominion - KURIOTES: mastery, government, rulers (Authority). 

b. Dignities - DOXA: glory, praise, and worship (things which are holy). 

c. Lack of respect. 

B. Michael the archangel (9). 

1. Angels are often referred to in the Bible. Yet only two are given names (Michael and Gabriel).  

2. Notice in verse 9: even the archangel did not bring a railing accusation against the devil. 

a. A “railing accusation” refers to mocking or evil speaking. 

b. 1 Peter 2:21-25.  

2) Disputed about the body of Moses. (To what does this refer?) 

a. Some have contended that it referred to the physical body of Moses. 

b. Some feel this is an event that is not recorded anywhere else in Holy Writ. 

c. They feel the devil wanted the body of Moses and Michael stood in his way. 

d. Deuteronomy 34:6 “And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against 

Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.”  

3) My thoughts are... 

a. This does not refer to a physical body but the spiritual body which Moses led. 

b. Just as the church is the “body of Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

c. Israel was called the “church in the wilderness” (Act 7:37-38). 

d.  NOTE: In Zechariah 3 we have a scene where God’s angel and Satan argue. The 

devil claims Israel on the basis of captivity which evidently meant God’s people had 

sinned. But God’s servant let it be known that God plucked them as a brand out of 

fire. He snatched them out of the fire because he hated the garments stained with sin 

(Also note Jude 22-23). 

e. Through these people the Messiah would come.  

f. Satan’s plan would always be to thwart God’s plan for man. 

C. Further description (10-13). 

1. “...speak evil of things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in 

those things they corrupt themselves.” 

1) Ignorance. The walk according to the flesh (Romans 8:1). 

2. Three part description. They have... 

1) “...gone in the way of Cain...” Selfish and full of hatred (Genesis 4).  

2) “...ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward...” Selling our to error for gain 

(Numbers 31). 

3) “...and perished in the gainsaying of Core.”  

a. Conspiring against God’s leaders (Numbers 16:3). 

3. “Spots in your feasts of charity...” (12-13). 
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1) Spots - ASV: Hidden rocks. The idea of being “shipwrecked” (1 Timothy 1:19). 

a. A naval term; a dangerous element.  

b. “Feasts of charity” are fellowship meals (2 Peter 2:13).  

c. “...Feeding themselves without fear...” Gratifying their own appetites with no concern 

for the flock (Isaiah 56:9-57:2). 

2) “Clouds without water by winds carried about...” 

a. Promises relief, but none comes (Pro. 25:14).  

b. No stability, no anchor (Ephesians 4:14). 

3) “...trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots...”  

a. Trees without fruit at gathering-time (Matthew 21:19).  

4) “Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame...”  

a. Full of talk and turbulence. 

b. Isaiah 57:20.  

5) “...wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.” Shooting stars, 

not fixed in place.  

D. Their doom (14-15). 

1. Enoch was a prophet, a descendant of Seth (Genesis 5:3-20).  

1) Described as a great man (Genesis 5:21-24; Hebrews 11:5; Jude 4). 

2) Note: Matthew 25:31-33; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Hebrews 9:27. 

E. Further description of the false teachers (16). 

1. “These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great 

swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.” 

1) Murmurers and complainers (Philippians 2:14; 1 Corinthians 10:10).  

2) “...walking after their own lusts...” (2 Timothy 4:3). 

3) “...speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of 

advantage.”   

a. Saying what pleases men (Galatians 1:10; 2 Peter 2:3). 

  

 

V. ADVICE TO BELIEVERS (17-23). 

A. Remember you were warned (17-18; 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 3:1). 

B. These false teachers...(19). 

1. Make separations (1 Corinthians 1:10). 

2. Sensual. Worldly minded (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). 

C. Exhortations (20-23). 

1. First he addresses the faithful (20-21). 

1) Build. Pray in the spirit (1 Corinthians 14:15).  

2) Keep yourselves in the love of God. 

a. How? Notice: Something we are to DO (John 14:9-10, 15). 

3) Looking (Titus 2:13; 2 Timothy 4:8). 

2. Next he speaks in reference to the erring (22-23). 

1) How are the faithful to deal with the erring? 
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a. Vs. 22 “And of some have compassion, making a difference:” 

(a) On some your exhortations will cause them to repent (Galatians 6:1-2). 

b. Vs. 23 “ And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire…” 

(a) The hardened may need stronger admonitions (Quick action is required. Romans 

16:17; 2 John 9-11). 

2) Often this is overlooked. 

   

VI. CLOSING REMARKS (24-25). 

A. How to keep from falling. 

1. Walk in the light (1 John 1:7). 

2. Keep his commandments (1 John 5:1, 3). 

3. Know God (John 17:3; 1 John 2:3). 

4. Submit to God (James 4:7). 

B. We are kept by the word of truth (John 8:32). 

 



 

 


